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The Sedgefield Show 2015  
A selection of images from this year’s show... 

Golden Couple 
Jackie and Ernie Postgate celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
recently, with a visit from the Mayor of 
Sedgefield, Gloria Wills. Congratulations 
and best wishes from Sedgefield News!  

The world out there... 
Story by Jake Graham  
As I looked out of the window at 35,000 
feet to see the Botswana Jungle, I 
realised that in the next half an hour I 
would land in Johannesburg, South 
Africa; a country notorious for so many 
things (both good and bad) and with an 
undeniable sense of unique identity and 
charisma. 
These things were racing through my 
mind as I stepped off the plane,  and a 
yearning to be remembered, to mean 
something to a new community of 
people. In a way, I accomplished this in 
my year abroad, being involved in and 
founding a number of projects for South 
African youth, including music tuition, 
hiking, animal rescue and soccer. 
My friends and family in the United 
Kingdom made some incredible 
donations to the kids I worked with, the 
most notable being Middlesbrough FC’s 
donation of strips and football 
equipment, coupled with boots paid for 
by fundraising in Coxhoe.  
I worked with behaviourally challenged 
males aged 12 - 21, some that loved me 
and others that loathed me. I would 
regularly be hugged and greeted, but 
also frequently spat at and made a 
target for bricks and glass.  No amount 
of money can fix what      Cont Page 2  
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Skerne Medical Group  
Flu Campaign 2015 
We would like to invite our patients to 
attend one of the popular flu 
vaccination drop-in clinics which will run 
on the following days; 

Saturday 26th September  
at Harbinson House,  Sedgefield 
and Carroll House, Trimdon Colliery 

Saturday 3rd October  
at Harbinson House, Sedgefield 
and Beveridge House, Fishburn 
All sessions will be open between 9am 
and 11:30am. No appointment is 
necessary. 
The free flu vaccination is available to 
patients who are 65 years and over 
(including those becoming age 65 years 
by 31st March 2016); pregnant women; 
patients aged from 6 months to less 
than 65 years of age with a serious 
medical condition such as chronic (long 
term) respiratory disease (severe 
asthma, COPD or bronchitis); heart, 
liver, or kidney disease; neurological 
disease (motor neurone disease or 
Parkinson’s disease, or learning 
disability); diabetes, dysfunction of the 
spleen; patients with a weakened 
immune system due to disease or 
treatment; people living in long stay 
residential care home; and carers. 
The programme is also extended to all 
children between 2 and 4 years old on 
31st August 2015.  
We are planning dedicated sessions for 
eligible children.  
Details will be advertised locally and on 
our website, www.doctorsnhs.co.uk  
The vaccine available to children is in 
the form of a nasal spray.  
If you have any questions, please call 
620300. 

The GRAIL CENTRE in Stockton-on-Tees - OPEN DAY  
Saturday, 19th September from 11am to 3pm 

Woodend Farmhouse, Grindon Lane, ThorpeThewles, Stockton-on-Tees, TS21 3HX 

Since 2002 Woodend Farm has been the home of the Stockton-on-Tees Grail Circle and has 
served as a Centre for Grail Movement and Grail Message Foundation activities in the North 

East. During this open day the Grail Circle and the Grail Message Foundation offer an 
opportunity to find out more about these activities in an informal setting. As well as the chance 

to look around the Grail Centre, there will be short presentations about the various activities 
and the opportunity for further discussions over some light refreshments, coffee and cake. 

We look forward to welcoming you on the day!   

If you have any questions in advance of the open day please contact Pauline Millington on 
07754457635 or email grailcircle.stockton-on-tees@grailmovement-uk.org 

Further information about the Grail Movement in the UK & Ireland and the International Grail 
Movement can be found at the following websites: UK & Ireland: www.grailmovement-uk.org 

International: www.international-grailmovement.org 

Steve’s Nature Diary  The natural world month by month 

I am writing this whilst packing for my summer holidays, 
which means it’s difficult to think about the end of the 
summer and the beginning of autumn but it will be here 
before we know it. I am often asked: “What is that bird that 
I have seen that looks like a white heron?”   
You may well have seen it yourself at Castle Lake at Bishop 
Middleham or on the River Tees Marshes and invariably it’s 
a Little Egret. In the past it would have attracted a number 
of avid bird watchers or “twitchers” to come and seek out 
this bird, but nowadays they don’t even bat an eyelid.  
The Little Egret is a small white heron with attractive white plumes on the crest, black 
legs and bill and yellow feet. It first appeared in the UK in significant numbers in 1989 
and first bred in Dorset in 1996. Its colonization followed naturally from an expansion 
into western and northern France in previous decades.  It is gradually expanding its 
range and can now be seen almost anywhere in the UK. By 2006, the Little Egret was 
well established with over 500 pairs confirmed, breeding in 60 different colonies as 
far north as North Wales; it is only a matter of time when we will have breeding pairs 
in our patch of the north east.  
Of course not all white herons reported are Little Egrets. There is an outside chance 
that it might be the larger Great White Egret or the prettier Cattle Egret. The Great 
While Egret is, as the name suggests, a large, white heron. Great White Egrets can 
look similar to Little Egrets, but they are much larger -the same size as the familiar 
Grey Heron. Other identification features to look out for include black feet (not 
yellow), yellow beak (in juvenile and non-breeding plumage), and a different fishing 
technique like that of the Grey Heron. Slightly smaller but much rarer than the Little 
Egret, Cattle Egrets are visiting the UK in increasing numbers. They often spend time 
close to livestock and grab insects and worms that their hooves disturb. Cattle Egrets 
have yellow or greyish legs and a yellow beak. In 1995, in Stephen Moss’s book Birds 
and Weather, he wrote: "The Cattle Egret is one of the few wetland species which is 
actually expanding its world range, despite the pressures on its habitat... As sightings 
become commoner along France's Atlantic coast, it seems likely to join the Little 
Egret as a British breeding bird sometime in the not-too-distant future." He was 
correct and in 2008 the first pair bred in Somerset. So, the next time you see a white 
heron just take a closer look - you may be lucky and see one of the rare ones. 

Jake Graham’s story continued from front page 
these boys suffer from, and that is why it is critical that people continue to go out and 
work with them. To be away from home for a year is incredibly stressful in any 
situation, but to live on a campus with drug addicts, convicted criminals and victims 
of rape, abuse and neglect in a foreign country is undoubtedly the most challenging 
thing I have ever done. I have seen what HIV does to a child, and the results of 
intolerable acts of cruelty.   
I already have plans to get back out to Sub-Saharan Africa to continue with Animal 
Welfare. Until then, I have the task of graduating from University and saving more 
money - my part time job at Sainsbury’s will pay over ten times my wage on a forty 

hour week in South Africa.  

Thank you to all who helped me accomplish this incredible journey. 
Jake Graham with some of the young men 

he worked with 
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Your Letters 
Open letter on the decision to refuse 
the planning application on Eden Drive 
Thank you from the community of 
Sedgefield to the Councillors on the 
planning committee who considered 
the planning application for 315 houses 
and a main road on what we consider 
our valuable green open space. 
It was a delight to hear the Councillors 
agree that the character of Sedgefield 
should be protected and valuable 
agricultural land classed also as ‘green 
wedge’ was inappropriate for building. 
Our community has worked hard for 2 
years to develop our Neighbourhood 
Plan which reflects the views of our 
residents, including our young people. 
Our Plan is ready for submission, and 
we hope it becomes a fully legal 
document in the near future. 
Sedgefield Village Action Group 
 

Road repairs 
Recently I was pleased to see that 
Durham County Council had repaired all 
the holes in the road around the two 
roundabouts near Bolams  & the 
entrance to Winterton Estate. However, 
I was sad to see that, after relaying the 
strip of potholed tarmac between 
Jewson's & Bolam’s, they did not go 
further down the road towards 
Sainsbury's. 
I made an entry on the "Fix my street" 
website drawing the councils attention 
to this. I was very pleased and surprised 
to receive a reply from them within 
days! Sadly they did not agree. The 
highways inspector examined it and 
there was "No actionable defects" but 
they would monitor it. 
If anyone else feels like it, an entry on 
"Fix my street" website is very easy and 
seems to get results, probably with 
better results than speaking to a 
councillor. Alan Patterson, Kerr Crescent 
 

The Bereavement Support Group 
We will be holding a four-week course 
in Listening Skills on 22nd & 29th 
September and 13th & 20th October. 
Listening is useful in everyday life, not 
just in supporting those in need. If you 
are interested, please contact Panny 
Pighills on 01740 620909/07443 
423114, email 
pandppighills@btinternet.com.  
The Bereavement Support Group is not 
just for those who have lost a loved one 
- bereavement is what we feel when we 
lose something or someone, and can 
also be felt as the result of divorce, or 
being made redundant. There is also a 

We will remember… 
On July 23rd, youngsters, veterans and serving soldiers joined in a moving ceremony 
with Sedgefield Local History Society, in memory of Joseph Herbert Morrow, of 
the Northumberland Fusiliers, who lost his life in World War I. From the veterans’ 
flag, they proceeded to the cemetery, where a wreath was laid on the grave of 
Private Morrow. Lachlan, Cameron and Douglas Middleton, grandsons of Alison 
Hodgson, took careful responsibility for the citation and wreath. Members of D Rifles 
Territorial Company provided a solemn military presence, complete with bugler in 
dress uniform. Military re-enactor John Dale of Sedgefield Village Veterans paraded 
in World War I Fusiliers uniform.This was the fourth ceremony to commemorate the 
42 Sedgefield men who gave their lives in the Great War. The next will honour the 
memory of two of the Gallacher family who died on the same day 100 years ago. 
Please join us at the Veterans’ flag on Friday September 25th at 10.45 am. Surely we 
can spare 15 minutes when they gave so much. Sedgefield LHS is very grateful for the 
terrific support provided by the Veterans and members of the Rifles company, who 
are closely associated with the DLI.    

very strong sense of loss when a child leaves home for university. If you feel the need 
to chat with someone who has experienced similar feelings, please get in touch.  
Panny Pighills  
 

Mildred Odell 
On August 10th 1986, Mildred Odell was tragically killed. During a recent house 
clearance in Sedgefield, a rather nice photograph of her, taken only five days before 
her untimely death, was found. If there are any relatives or friends who would like 
the original or a copy of the photograph, please call Mary Charlton on 01740 620165. 
 

Thank You 
Thank you from Sedgefield in Bloom to Co-op Funeral Care, who have kindly donated 
poppy seeds for their future wildflower projects.  
 

Air Ambulance Appeals  Sedgefield News has received a note warning us about the 

potential for confusion presented by appeal bags for ‘The Children’s Air Ambulance’ 
being pushed through our doors.  The writer wants us to be aware that this charity is 
not connected to the Great North Air Ambulance service.   
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Sedgefield Village Neighbourhood & Crime Watch  
Alan Sowerby Citizenship Awards 2015  

Sedgefield Neighbourhood Watch was once again privileged to present the above 
awards at leavers’ ceremonies which took place in our primary schools in July.  As is 
always the case, each school stressed just how difficult it is to choose one person 
from so many “good citizens”.   
 

Hardwick Primary School’s Citizen of the Year was revealed as Amy Wood, who was 
described by staff as having made a real contribution to every aspect of school life in 
her years at Hardwick. Amy was praised for her organisation, her willingness to 
accept responsibility and her sporting and social qualities. Although Amy expressed 
her surprise at receiving the award, Head Teacher Sally Newton affirmed that Amy 
was thoroughly deserving of the special recognition this award brings. 

PC Todd’s report 
Crime Report 
Crime remains at a low level this month.  
There have been 6 reports of shoplifting 
from local shops and one reported theft 
of a wheelie bin from West Park Lane.  
Also stolen recently was a memorial 
park bench from Hardwick Country 
Park. The bench has cast iron sides, 
wooden seating and an inscription on a 
brass plaque.   

Pub Watch 
At the recent meeting a decision was 
made to ban a man who threatened a 
female with a Stanley knife in The 
Crosshills.  The man, who does not 
come from our area, was arrested and 
remanded in prison pending a court 
hearing.  
In a separate incident a drunken male 
was banned for 3 months for a minor 
assault on a member of staff in the 
Black Lion pub. Police action will follow 
and members will continue to take 
action against such unacceptable 
behaviour. 
 

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS 
Local Police 101 
CPO Lauren Wray  01325 742714  
Parking Shop  0191 3846633 
 

CAB Adviceline Numbers 
From a land line: 08444 111 444   
From a mobile:  0300 330 06 50    
TYPETALK: 08444 111 445 

The Sedgefield Plan was submitted to 
DCC on August 11th for consultation 
and independent examination. It is 2 
years since we started to create 
planning policies to protect Sedgefield 
from development sprawl that would 
change the character of our community 
forever, and that reflected the views of 
Sedgefield residents, expressed through  
the ‘community survey’ and at the 
many public meetings and events. 
The Sedgefield Plan will now be 
reviewed by DCC to ensure that it 
complies with National Planning Policy 
Framework, a second statutory 
consultation with all interested parties 
and an independent examination by the 
planning inspectorate. If it is given the 
green light it will go forward to a 
community referendum where a simple 
majority of 51% of those who vote will 
enable the plan to be ‘made’ and 
included in DCC’s Local Plan. 

Sedgefield Primary School  
Head Teacher, Andrea Cox 
revealed year 6 pupil,  
John Ridley, as the 
recipient of The Citizen of 
the Year award.  
In making the 
announcement, Mrs Cox 
described John as a 
fantastic young man; 
honest, trustworthy and 
helpful at all times – a role 
model for everyone.   
She went on to describe 
John’s qualities of care and 
kindness as well as his 
contribution to sport and 
the school’s environmental 
programme - a great 
ambassador for the school.  
The awards were made by 
Neighbourhood Watch 
secretary, Joe McKenna, 
and the winners presented 
with an engraved trophy 
and a framed certificate. 
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TERRY STEPHENSON & SONS 

 UNDERTAKERS    Est. 1845 
 

Complete Funeral Service arranged 
& personally directed by Terry. 

 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

1B Dunning Road, Ferryhill 
Tel: 651350  Mobile: 0777 4704739 

Golden Charter Funerals 

Sedgefield Physiotherapy 
Practice (est. 2001) 

8 North End, Sedgefield TS21 3BS 

01740 629501 
John Platts BSc. (HONS) MCSP SRP 

Chartered Physiotherapist 
 

Appointments available 
8.30am - 8pm Monday - Friday 

Diane Carr 
B.Sc. (Hons). S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 

Home Visits 
 

Telephone 

(01642) 531840 
Mobile: 07929 733043 

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST 

Salon Quality 
Hairdressing  

in the comfort of your own home,  
for Ladies, Gents & Children;  

Special rate for Senior Citizens - and 
Family Bookings give Great Discounts! 

 

Teatime/Evening appointments available 
 

Holiday Styling, Cut & Blow Dry,  
Perms, Put-ups,  Colours.  

Over 25 years experience but with 
young ideas!  Call Venita on  

07774 921 986 

Natalie Bowes 
Hairdressing 

 

Talented Stylists &  
Beauty Therapist with 
many years experience 

Call 01740622525  
 

New salon open at  
12 Chaytor Terrace, Fishburn 

B&H Dental Group 

39 North End, Sedgefield, TS212AZ 

www.burgesshyder.co.uk  

We now offer direct access  

to Private Hygienist appointments  
in Sedgefield.  

Fantastic results - and no need to  
see a Dentist first!  

 

Please call 01740 629006 to book 

Cooper & Barr 
Opticians  

 

10 High Street, Sedgefield 

01740 582060 
www.cooperandbarr.co.uk 

sedgefield@cooperandbarr.co.uk 

Mill House Caravan 
Storage Ltd  

Purpose built site just outside 
Fishburn/Sedgefield  

Large plots with easy access & exit 
 

£250 per year.  Please contact  
 

01740 238336 / 07921 563910 

The Manor House is a first class business 
centre at the heart of Sedgefield 

Offices to Let  A range of single offices and 
office suites on flexible terms 

Small & large meeting rooms available 
for tenants and  non-office tenants 

Archive storage  Extensive basement 
archive space for tenants and non-tenants 
Function room For business events  
A great environment to work and meet  

Call 01740 62 99 99 now for 
information and rates 

enquiries@manorhousesedgefield.co.uk   
www.manorhousesedgefield.co.uk 

www.stansschoolofmotoring.co.uk  

Call Paul Stanley on 

07789 677 153  

 friendly, patient and professional 

 discount for beginners & block bookings 

 theory and practical tuition 

learn to drive with  

Stan's School of Motoring 

 

‘Little things that count’  
 

Children’s Nursery 
www.edennursery.co.uk 

 

Bishop Middleham:  
Manager, Natalie Richardson  

01740 651224 

Fishburn: Manager, Carol Woods 
01740 620683 

House of Eden 

TUESDAYS in Sedgefield 
 

 5.30pm & 7.30pm at The Hub@  
Sedgefield Community College, 

Hawthorn Road.  
Tel: Tanya   

07964 955137 

mailto:enquiries@manorhousesedgefield.co.uk
http://www.manorhousesedgefield.co.uk
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Regular Events, Meetings and Get-togethers 
Acoustic Evenings 1st Fri & 4th Wed. Ceddesfeld Hall 8.30pm All welcome. 
Bereavement Support Group 3 - 5pm. Thursday, St. Edmund's Church 
Bridge Club Ceddesfeld Hall Sunday & Tuesday 7.30pm Beginners welcome. 620434 
CAB Fortnightly Advice Sessions Wed 10am-3pm Advice & Information Centre  
Café @St Catherine’s Friendly chat & Fishburn gossip! Fridays 9.30-12.00 
Ceddesfeld Hall Art Group Small friendly group 10am-12.00 Thursdays  
Ceddesfeld Hall Pre-School Mon, Wed, Fri am; Children 2+years. 620934 
Community College Bowls Mon 6-8pm. Carpet/Short Mat, Coaching, 623198 
Craft Club Swinhoe Room, Ceddesfeld Hall, 2nd & 4th Tues 7.30-10pm Tel: 620656 
Fishburn Art Group Youth & Community Centre, Butterwick Rd. Monday 9.30am-12  
Fishburn Taekwondo Tues & Thurs 6pm, Youth & Community Centre. 07743455065  
Lyrics Choirs Fridays in Ceddesfeld Hall. SLYC 6pm  Adults 7.30pm. All welcome.  
NECP Concertina Workshop 2nd & 4th Sun1pm in Ceddesfeld Hall. 01642 588197 
New Generation Church Every Sunday 11am at the Parish Hall. All welcome. 
Rotary Club of Sedgefield Wed 7.30pm Bob 07831270892 / Mel 07530315331 
Round Table 1st, 3rd & 5th Thursdays. New members welcome. Carl 07775644598  
S’field Art Group Tuesday 6.30-8.30pm Methodist Church Hall. Tuition, all welcome  
S’field Carpet Bowls Tues & Thurs 8.30am-12 Ceddesfeld Hall. Beginners  622532 
S’field Handbell Ringers Weds 7.45pm Ceddesfeld Hall or 1st Mon of month 621292 
S’field Mags 1st Monday of the month at the Nag's Head, 8pm. Tel: 07966029434 
S’field Players Parish Hall, 7.30, Sunday & Wednesday. SPYS Sunday 5.30. 620091 
S’field Playgroup Methodist Hall, Mon, Wed & Thursday 9.15-11:30. 620893 
S’field Pop In Club C’feld Hall Tues 9.30am-12 Wed 10am-12.30pm Thurs 1-3.30pm 
Tai Chi Tuesdays, Parish Hall, 10 -11am 
Toddler Club Wed term time 1.15 - 3pm, Ceddesfeld Hall. Tel: Joan Brennan, 622385 

Ceddesfeld Hall  
Home of Sedgefield Community Association 

Under 7’s  
Racket & Ball Skills  

 

Fun and games to introduce & prepare 
younger children for any racket sports  

 

Saturdays 10.45-11.30am,  
starting on 5th September at  

Sedgefield Squash Club 
 

Contact snhill@btinternet.com or  
call 629417 for more details 

We are so fortunate here to be able to 
participate in so many community 
events, and the first weekend in 
September sees the fabulous Sedgefield 
Folk Festival hosting events across the 
village.  
Folk Festival events at Ceddesfeld Hall 
On Friday 4th September, a concert 
with Stockton to Darlington Ukulele 
Express, Ceddesfolk and Lol & Maxine 
Crallan.  Tickets are £5 and can be 
obtained from Lol on 01740 621729 or 
you can pay on the door. 
On Saturday, Ceddesfeld hosts a full day 
of workshops and activities, including 
the World Spoons Championships. The 
day finishes with a sing around from 
7.30 pm to 11 pm, led by and featuring 
The Old Age Travellers. Please check 
Sedgefield Folk Festival website for 
further details.  
On Sunday from 11 am to 3pm, the final 
sing around is led by Ernie Gilchrist, and 
there’s a free complimentary buffet. 
The bar is open for all evening events 
and from midday - 5 pm on Saturday 
afternoon and midday - 3pm on Sunday.  
The SCA Annual General Meeting is at  
8 pm on Thursday 24th September.  
This is an important landmark for SCA as 
it will mark the final meeting of the 
traditional charity, and see the 
transition to the new Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation.  
These are administrative changes only; 
Ceddesfeld Hall’s users will continue to 
enjoy the excellent services provided by 
its voluntary managers.  
The SCA is keen to grow and develop 
community links and events. New 
committee members are crucial to this 
process, so please make contact if you 
would like to be involved in any way.  
Our Waterloo bi-centenary dinner is 
coming up in October. See page 12 or 
call Pat or Wendy, as below, for details. 
For more information about the SCA,  
contact Wendy, 620206: Pat, 620607: 
Sarah, 622185 or visit the website, 
www.sedgefieldsca.org.uk 

The Trusty     News from Sedgefield Development Trust  

Farmers' Market 
Great news for shoppers - the hugely popular Mellanby’s veg stall is back for the 
autumn and winter season.  
Three bands share the music tent this Festival weekend. CeddesFolk have the early 
slot, followed by Alterego and Sedgefield duo, Hokey Fokey.  
Enter CIC from Ferryhill will be on the community stall. They are a ’not for profit’ 
organisation which uses creative and performing arts to help young people realise 
their aspirations and reach their full potential. Please come along and find out more. 
 

Sedgefield Energy Switch 
Some of the team spent the 
day at Sedgefield Show, 
explaining the energy switch 
scheme to interested parties.  
The scheme seems set to grow 
yet again during the next 
registration period.  For 
information please go to 
www.sedgefieldweb/
energyswitch, or call the 
helpline: 07980 134 594.  
 

 

Now, an invitation to join us in our new project. It’s …  

Sew Easy! Our first couple of meetings will be held in the Parish Hall.   

On Thursday 3rd September from 12.30–2.30pm we’ll be in the Fletcher Room, then 
on Thursday 17th September from 7- 9 pm you’ll find us in the Boardroom.  I hope 
you can make it to at least one, or both of these meetings.  
For any more information contact me, Gloria, on 01740 622447 
 

Beekeeping Course 
Following the very successful visit of Darlington Beekeepers to the Farmers’ Market, 
enough interest was generated to justify setting up a course here in Sedgefield.  
The course will start in October, so full details will be posted here next month, but  
there is still time to register your interest. Call Roger Clubley on 01740 620609 or 
email darlingtonbka@gmail.com.  
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Tom Guest’s   ARTS & EVENTS UPDATE  email diary.sedgefieldnews@hotmail.com 

40 Years of One Acts  
Ask any member of Sedgefield Players which is their favourite play and the response 
will vary; each has a fond memory of a role they have played, or a song they have 
performed, and they all will be happy to talk to you about it at length! Ask the same 
question of an audience member and the answer will be similar - a memorable play 
that shocked, entertained or moved them. Mention the Drama Festival, and you will 
hear the same from audience and Players alike; “What a fantastic week of theatre.”    

Now in its 40th year, the Sedgefield Drama Festival of One Act Plays takes place over 5 
nights in September, and 12 plays will be performed by 8 groups from all over the 
North East including Scarborough, Nunthorpe, Richmond and Eaglescliffe. On the 
final night, adjudicator Ian Sarginson of the Guild of Drama Adjudicators, will judge 
the entries and award a variety of prizes to the plays he sees, including Best Director, 
Best Actor and Actress, and most importantly, Best Play.  

The variety of entries is high, with plays from adult groups and youth sections, and 
comedies, tragedies, farces, new writing, classical theatre and foreign theatre taking 
to the stage in the Parish Hall. The festival’s success is down to many people; the 
Players who give time, effort and energy to a huge annual project; an audience which 
comes not just from the village and surrounding areas, but from further afield, either 
to support their own group, or to enjoy the wealth of performances on display; and 
the groups themselves. Many return year after year to support the festival.  Sue 
Wilding, a member of two groups from Scarborough, who has had huge success here, 
winning awards for both acting and writing, said, “I love coming to the festival in 
Sedgefield. It’s quite a long way to travel but the friendly hospitality makes it all 
worthwhile. There’s just the right combination of friendliness and professionalism 
that makes it a pleasure to take part in. All I can say is, here’s to the next 40 years!”  

Festival Secretary and Chairman of the Players, Norma Neal, said “From small 
beginnings in 1976, Sedgefield Players have created a festival which is the envy of 
many others and enjoys a high reputation nationally. We are proud to be known as a 
friendly festival, offering professional support and a warm welcome to drama groups 
from around the region. Come and join us, in this our Ruby year, for a feast of quality 
dramatic entertainment right here on your doorstep.”  

Every picture … 
My continuing investigation into the 
various art groups and clubs in 
Sedgefield brought me to the small, but 
thriving, Sedgefield Art Group. They 
meet on Tuesdays during term time in 
the Methodist church, running a series 
of 10 week programmes, each member 
working to develop their own strand of 
interest, with tuition and direction from 
renowned local artist Derek Slater.  
Famous for his series of paintings 
depicting life working in the Coal 
Industry, Derek has worked alongside 
the group for the past four years, 
helping and encouraging members to 
develop their artistic skills in a variety of 
formats, including using watercolours, 
oil based paints and even charcoal.  
The group paints from a range of 
different sources as a stimulus; still life, 
landscapes, warships, mining and 
portraits are just a selection of the art 
that is produced. Every year the group 
exhibits work at the Medieval Fayre. To 
become involved contact Derek English 
on 01740 622032. 

Below is one of Derek Slater’s works. 

Something to think about … 
Following the success of the initial five 
weeks of the Sedgefield Tap Class and 
the high uptake, I have been wondering 
about other classes people might like to 
see in the Village? There are already a 
number of exercise classes, but the 
wonderful thing about the Tap class is 
that we are all learning a new skill, 
getting exercise and enjoying ourselves 
(despite the frequent frustration with 
ones own feet!) Please email 
diary.sedgefieldnews@hotmail.com if 
you have any suggestions about other 
classes or tuition you might like to see, 
and I’ll do my best to investigate! TG 

Not So Horrible Histories …  Norma Neal, of Sedgefield Local History Society will launch her new children’s history of 

Sedgefield at the Manor House on Saturday September 26th. Invited guests will arrive from 1pm and members of the public are 
welcome from 2pm. The Magic Mobile, with line drawings by Walter Howell, brings to life moments from Sedgefield’s past, told 
through the eyes of children. Suitable for children aged 8 and upwards – and their parents and grandparents - in fact, anyone who 
loves Sedgefield and its history. Or just a good read.  
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L M Windows 
 

Windows, Doors, Composite Doors,  
Bow Conversions, Patio/French doors, 

Window & door repairs, Fascias, Soffits.  
 

Certass Registered, full insurance 
backed guarantee and Mtc Registered. 

    Call Lee on 07720 391002 or   
     01740 623323 

www.lmwindows.co.uk 

NC Plumbing Services 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

From drip to full bathroom re-fit 
Free estimates - All work guaranteed 

Out of hours call out available 

Call Neil on 01740 655547 
Mobile: 07882233219 

Bathrooms, radiators, towel rails, central 
heating problems, garden taps, washing 
machines, dishwashers, kitchen sinks ... 

Tate's Plumbing 
& Repairs 

All aspects of plumbing 
work undertaken  

from a leaking tap to  
a bathroom suite. 
Reliable service 

Competitive rates 
All work guaranteed 

 

For a no obligation quote, call 

Ian on 01740 623178  
or 07947 272 241 
Chestnut Road, Sedgefield  

Andy Lowe Plumbing  

Services Ltd   
Time served plumber & heating 

installer with over 10 years experience  
 

Full Central Heating Installations 

CENTRAL HEATING POWER 

FLUSH SPECIALIST 

Energy Efficient Central 

Heating Upgrades 
Bathroom Installations 

Drainage issues 

Leaks & General Repairs 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
 

01740 629122 
07983 650760 

Sedgefield Electrics 
 

Fully Qualified Electricians 
Domestic and Commercial 

 

Local, Sedgefield based 
Honest and reliable 

Free quotations and advice 
 

Call Paul Warnett  

07857 341 743  
01740 622669  

or email: 
sedgefieldelectrics@hotmail.com  

Fully time served plumber &  
heating engineer  

with 30+ years experience 
 

Prompt, friendly, reliable service  
from simple repair to full installation  

 

Excellent standard of workmanship 
 

 Free estimates and 
all work guaranteed 

 

 

01740 621 751 
07984 787 782 

 

www.goldheat.co.uk 
email: info@goldheat.co.uk 

523788 

YOUR SERVICING SPECIALIST 
Boiler Installations / Fires / Bathroom 

Refits / Cookers & Hobs / Meters 
Combustion Performance 

Analysis Landlord Certificates 

     Call  01740 621331 
    Mobile 07908614582 

Winterton Gas &  
Plumbing Services 

 

CORNER ELECTRICAL 

JPL  
 

OIL & GAS SERVICES 
 

 CENTRAL HEATING 
 SERVICE & REPAIR 

 

 ·   Oil Boiler Service 
·   Gas Boiler Service 
·   Gas Fire Service 
·   Landlord Checks 

  

Please contact  

Jonathan Little,  
Sedgefield 

  

Mobile 

07795417665 

 229560 

Ring Jim on: 01740 238944 
 

Mobile: 07725 205 172 
 House Rewiring   Showers 

Exterior Lights 
Additional Sockets 
Inspection/Testing 

Burglar Alarms Electric Gates 
 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN  
 

jamescorner114@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.goldheat.co.uk/
mailto:info@goldheat.co.uk
mailto:jamescorner114@hotmail.co.uk
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Alderson Property Improvements 

Carpenter & Joiner 

General Builder 

N. J. Burchett 
 

Doors, kitchens,   

stairs, windows. 
 

Specialist in box frames and  

sash replacements & renovations  
 

All building and joinery work 

undertaken 
 

Call Norman on 
 

  01740 622721 

  07768203505 

Paul Jackson Builders      

  

From Plans...  

   to Completion 
 

For ALL Your Building 

Work  
 

Call for FREE QUOTE 
 

Tel: 01740 622 957 
Mobile: 07904 812 028 

PROUDMAN  
PLASTERING 

Clean and professional service with 
25+ years experience 

 

 

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING 
Two coat solid plastering & coving 

 

Specialist Traditional Sand and Lime 
Plaster/Render 

 

Contact for a free estimate:  

07908 144754    
or email: 

proudmanplastering@hotmail.com 
 

Facebook: Proudman Plastering 

Paul Watson Roofing 
Sedgefield Based Local Roofer  

All roofing work undertaken 

Felting, Slating, Tiling, Leadwork,  

Dry Verge and Ridge, Skylights,  

UPVC Fascias, Soffits, Guttering,  

GRP rubber roofing & more. 
Over 25 years experience. 

All work guaranteed. 

For an honest quote call  

07881 538165 
Facebook - Paul Watson Roofing 

To advertise in Sedgefield News 
email sedgefieldnews@hotmail.com.  

 

For online advertising go to  
sedgefieldweb@hotmail.co.uk 

JORDAN’S GARDEN 
SERVICES 

 

For all your garden needs 
Garden maintenance 
Grass cut, Fencing 
Drive/Patio cleaning 

 

Tel. David: 07999 004 472 

AW Tree Care  
Time Served Royal Horticultural Society  Arborist 

Tree & Hedge Professionals  
All Aspects of Tree Work                     

Felling, Dismantling & Pruning               
Hedge Cutting                                    

Emergency Call Outs                                    
 Site & Garden Clearance  

Stump Removal & Grinding  
Conservation & Habitat Work   

Woodland Management  
Tree Inspections and Reports 

Sedgefield Based 
01740 620216   07544 802 052  

www.awtreecare.co.uk  
Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb,. SOC Arb 

Fully Insured & Professionally Trained  

Paul Dinsley 

Tree & Garden Services 
Tel: 01429 881854  

Mob: 07814 982101 

south durham  
gardening services                  

for all your gardening needs 
 

free estimates 

no job too small 

local, reliable service 
 

01740 654 237 

07929 173 942 

QUALITY FENCING : GATES 
SHEDS : SUMMERHOUSES 

Highly experienced tradesman  
with 20+ years experience 
Friendly & professional.  

Sedgefield based 
Highly competitive prices.  

No job too big or small 
Fully insured. Quality work guaranteed 

 

For a free, no obligation quote call Paul on  
 

07875 384115  
or 01740 629166 

L & L Roofing Services 

 

New Roofs, Rubber Roofing, Tiling, 
Slating, Felt Roofs, Fibre Glass 
Roofs, Lead Work, Dry Ridge & 

Verge, Soffits, Fascias, Guttering  

 

Tel: 01740 653 750 
Mobile 07970 381075 

 

GROUNDWORKS  
 

for mini-digger hire,  

driveways or patios in  

stencil-crete,  

tarmac, block paving or 

concrete, dropped kerbs, 

fencing, garden walls,  

drainage, turfing,  

house & garden removals etc.  
 

Ring Jack on  

07909 773829  
or 01740 621154 
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SPORTS UPDATE        with Chris Lines                      email chrisjlines@aol.com 

So, as I hoped last month, the England cricket team did manage to put the crushing defeat at Lord’s behind them and record 
another win at Edgbaston. Not only that, but they followed that up with a staggering victory at Trent Bridge, which secured the 
Ashes. Although disappointing, I think that we should forgive England for what happened at the Oval. At the start of summer, 
Australia were clear favourites to retain the Ashes. Very few pundits gave England much of a chance, even after the promising 
performances against New Zealand. That makes the outcome even more enjoyable, and it was great to see two Durham County 
Cricket Club players – Ben Stokes and Mark Wood – both make significant contributions with both bat and ball.  
 

Of course, as the English summer cricket season moves towards its climax that can only mean that football is back, and supporters 
of the region’s various clubs will have started the season in various moods of optimism (or otherwise). Over the next nine months, 
some of the usual patterns will doubtless emerge, but here’s hoping the North East teams fare better this term than last. 
Meanwhile, the Sunday league season is underway and I will bring news of Sedgefield’s clubs in due course. Also next month, I will 
include a summary of the Sedgefield Cricket Club season. 

Junior racket and ball skills 
Getting familiar with rackets and balls at an early age can greatly help children with 
coordination.  It can also act as a great foundation if they wish to go on and play a 
range of sports, including tennis, squash and badminton (or even beach bat and ball!) 

A new series of coaching sessions, aimed at four to seven year olds will be held on 
Saturday mornings between 10.45 and 11.30am at Sedgefield Squash Club (behind 
Ceddesfeld Hall), starting on 5th September.  These sessions will be taken by qualified 
coaches and will involve fun and games activities to help develop general racket and 
ball skills, and movement. Children do not need any equipment, just a pair of clean 
trainers or gym shoes to change into for the session.  For further information, please 
contact Simon Hill on 629417. 

Let’s hope we will soon see a number of budding racket stars of the future taking 
their first formative steps in Sedgefield, and joining some of the excellent talent that 
is already emerging!  

Athletics 
Sedgefield Harriers will hold the club’s AGM on Wednesday 30th September.  The 
meeting will take place in the Oldham Room in Ceddesfeld Hall and will start at 
8:30pm.  The AGM is an important event in the club year and is an opportunity for 
members to find out more about the business that the committee has conducted on 
behalf of the Harriers in the past year.  It is also a chance to have a say about the 
governance, direction and running of the club and the management committee that 
will serve the club over the next 12 months will be elected during the meeting.  Some 
current members of that committee are stepping down this year, so the club is keen 
that as many people as possible attend the AGM and ensure that a full committee is 
elected, with a strong mandate.  To find out more about Sedgefield Harriers, visit 
www.sedgefieldharriers.co.uk or follow @sedgeharriers on Twitter. 
 

In competition, seniors and juniors have been very busy over the summer, with 
personal bests aplenty and some fantastic results.  I will bring you a round-up of the 
key performances next month. 
 

Looking ahead, September will be another very busy month for Sedgefield Harriers, 
with races like the Tees Pride 10K, Great North Run and Redcar Half Marathon 
dominating the calendar.  Alongside those events, the cub’s own Sedgefield 
Serpentine will be held at 10:30am on Sunday 20th September.  This increasingly 
popular 6.5 mile run starts and finishes at Sedgefield Cricket Club and follows a scenic 
multi-terrain course between Sedgefield and Bishop Middleham.  Runners of all 
abilities are welcome and can enter in advance at https://www.runbritain.com/race/
sedgefield-serpentine-sedgefield-serpentine/entry, or on the day.  The cost is £10 for 
affiliated runners and £12 for unaffiliated runners (all competitors must be 16 years 
old or over).  All finishers will receive a goody bag.  The event is sponsored by Start 
Fitness and there are numerous prizes in various categories.   
 

A couple of weeks before the Serpentine, there’s another local chance to test 
yourself over around 10K, at the Coxhoe Active Trail Race, on Sunday 6th September.  
Sedgefield Harriers has supported Coxhoe Active in creating and staging the race, 
which follows an undulating route over old railway lines and quarry paths between 
Coxhoe and Kelloe.  For more information and to enter, visit http://
www.activelifecoxhoe.co.uk/view-news.asp?nid=108.   
 

That’s all for this month.   
As always, please send any sports news to chrisjlines@aol.com 

College gets results - again! 
In another challenging year for all 
schools, consistently outstanding 
student performance has placed 
Sedgefield amongst a small group of 
highest achieving schools in the North.  
Headteacher, Dave Davies comments, 
“Once again Sedgefield Community 
College students have excelled and I am 
hugely proud of them and their 
teachers. I do hope that students and 
their parents recognise that results of 
the magnitude that we are seeing today 
are far from the norm across all schools, 
but are in fact exceptional to only the 
highest performing schools.  I am 
absolutely delighted that the hard work 
of our students and the aspirational 
practice of their teachers has come 
together to deliver this outstanding 
outcome.  
Whilst demand for places at Sedgefield 
already far outstrips places available, 
having recently achieved a number of 
prestigious awards, I have no doubt that 
these latest GCSE results will further 
strengthen the college’s reputation and 
once again attract huge demand for 
places this Autumn when parents begin 
to apply for places for the 2016 intake. 

mailto:chrisjlines@aol.com
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Factory Carpets & Laminates 
Quality flooring at discount prices   

 

Over 400 rolls of carpet and cushion-floor in stock now 

A selection of laminate flooring with fitting service 

Full range of rugs and beds in store:  Free delivery on all purchases 

Free estimates and home pattern service available 

We can beat any genuine quote!!  
 

22 Front Street South, Trimdon Village, TS29 6LZ  

Phone: 01429 880220 

Hardwick Carpets 
 

Suppliers of Carpets, Vinyl 
& Flooring for Domestic & 

Commercial premises 
 

Free Estimates 
Home select service 
Free local delivery 
Full fitting service 

 

Rugs & Runners made to measure 
 

Find us in the courtyard of the 
Hardwick Arms at North End, 

Sedgefield, TS21 2AZ  
 

 

Call 01740 621717 or 
Mobile 07545149300 

Specialist carpet & upholstery cleaning  
Phone today for a free quotation 
Sedgefield News readers 10% discount  

Cleaning carpets, upholstery & rugs 
Fully qualified technicians 

Tel 01740 238131 or 07544 877199 
www.carpetcleannortheast.co.uk 

Dan’s Computer Service 
 

I fix PC and laptop problems in 
your home. 

 

Reasonable prices : no fix, no fee. 
 

Explanations and advice  
in plain English.  

 

A friendly service you can trust. 
 

01740 622187 

Body blow to bowls 
enthusiasts 
Sedgefield Community College Bowls 
Club is reeling from the news that 
Carillion has changed the terms of their 
room hire, making it unlikely that the 
club can carry on unless membership is  
increased significantly. They have been 
playing at the college for 20 years, 
membership waxing and waning during 
that time as happens with any group. 
They offer two forms of the game - 
carpet bowls and short mat. Why not 
give it a try? Call John Kinghorn on 
623198 for more information.  

Heritage Open Days festival at Sedgefield Church 
For three days in September, local families and visitors to Sedgefield will be able to 
explore the special features of Saint Edmund’s centuries-old church. The church will 
be throwing open its doors as part of a nationwide Heritage Open Days festival on 
Friday and Saturday, September 11th and 12th, between 10am and 4pm and on 
Sunday, the 13th, between 11am and noon. There is no charge for entry. 
Saint Edmund’s is expected to be a popular venue since it is dedicated to St Edmund 
Rich of Canterbury, a rare dedication. The present church was built between 1246 
and 1256 and houses a particularly fine 17th century carved, wooden chancel screen, 
an octagonal font of Frosterley marble and a brass of a robed lady from the early 
1300s and which was stolen in the 1970s. It was later recovered from a public house 
in Scotland. 
 

Community views sought on Church development plan 
People in Sedgefield and beyond are being urged to air their views about how best to 
ensure the future of St Edmund’s Church and how greater use might be made of the 
building to benefit the whole community. Members of the Church are 
currently  taking part in the first phase of a diocesan ‘Inspired Futures’ project 
designed to identify opportunities for heritage conservation and activities, improve 
existing church facilities and produce a blueprint for its future. 18 churches in the 
North East are taking part in the first phase of the initiative.  If Saint Edmund’s is one 
of just six churches deemed to have the best projects for effective regeneration, it 
will move to phase two and be given access to professional skills and financial help to 
implement an agreed Action Plan. 
It is essential that local residents have their say about what should be done to sustain 
St Edmund’s for future generations. Please put your suggestions forward to Rachel 
Stephenson at office@upperskerne.org.uk or tel. 620274. 
 

Everything in the garden (and allotment) is rosy! 
The results of the allotment 
challenge 2015 are in! 
Sponsored by Alf & Toni 
Walton and judged by Mr 
Barry Stephenson, allotments 
are judged on how well they 
are kept and the variety of 
quality vegetables. The judge 
commented on the high 
standard of the plots this year.   
The Winterton cup winners 
and £35 voucher were Mr. 
and Mrs Mann; 2nd, Andrew 
Sirrel (£25); most improved 
plot, Ian Pattie (£15). 
Butterwick cup and equivalent vouchers were - first place, K Norman, second Keith 
Barras and most improved Derek Tiplady. 
Northumbria in Bloom judges Robert Germany and Sophie Straker (pictured) enjoyed 
their visit to Sedgefield in July. Results will be announced at in Berwick on September 
15th. Look out for Stop Press in the October issue! 

Stephen Edgoose 
Computer Services 
IT Support for Home and Business 

01740 622 420 

 

9am-9pm 

Weekdays 

 

11am-5pm 

Weekends 

 

Computer Repairs 
Software Support 

Wireless Networking 
Virus Removal 

Data Recovery 
Software Development 

javascript:handleMailto('mailto:office@upperskerne.org.uk');return%20false;
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Sedgefield Library 
Tel: 03000 269521.   Opening Hours -  

Wednesdays   9:30am - 12:30pm 
Thursdays       10:00am - 6:00pm 

Fridays        1:00pm - 7:00pm 
Saturdays     9:30am - 12:30pm  

SEPTEMBER DIARY  
email diary.sedgefieldnews@hotmail.com 

Sedgefield Social Club 
For details of entertainment in September, 

please contact Keith Norgrove on  
01740 238366 

To book a room for a party or concert, 
please call 01740 620591. 

Date Event 

Tue 1st Sedgefield Gardening Club 7.30 Ceddesfeld Hall ‘Beekeeping’  

Wed 2nd 

Sedgefield WI  7.15 pm, Parish Hall. ‘What I did at Denman’. Harvest 

bring & buy followed by soup. £3.50 inc refreshments. Members 

competition: a bookmark. 

 Fri 4th 

The Meryon Trio perform Beethoven, Debussy & Brahms in the 

Throne Room, Bishop Auckland Castle, 7.30pm. Tickets £12.50 (U18s 

free) from Brotherton’s Music or call Brian Varley, 01388 606075 

Sedgefield & District U3A:   2pm at The Parish Hall. 'Who needs 

Seafarers?'  Talk by Peter Barrigan & Tony McAvoy, Teesport Port 

Chaplains. Free to members £3 to guests. Contact Brenda on 629574 

Sun 6th 
Folk Festival Farmers’ Market. 8.30am - 12.30 on the Village Green. 

Music from 4 folk groups 

Mon 7th 
Local History Society  Ceddesfeld Hall 7.30pm.  Ms Jo Bath on 

Seventeenth Century Newcastle  

Mon 7th - 

Sat 12th  

Sedgefield Drama Festival of One Act Plays 7.30 Parish Hall.  

Tickets from Tickety Boo, 621771 or www.sedgefieldplayers.co.uk 

Thu 10th Sedgefield Show Meeting  8pm in the Nag’s Head 

Mon 14th Methodist Wives & Friends. Beetle & Birthday Cake 

Tue 15th 

Ferryhill and District Flower Club Parish Hall at 7.30pm. Sue Spencer, 
North East Demonstrator ‘A Rhapsody of Flowers’  
Ballroom and Sequence Dancing Parish Hall 1 - 3pm.  £2.50  
Contact 629070 or 622601  

Fri 18th 
Sedgefield Rock & Blues Club. Parish Hall. Doors, 7pm. The Mustangs 

+ Matt Woosey. Tickets from www.sedgefieldblues.com 

Sat 19th 
Sedgefield Veterans Trimdon Band & Sing Along. 7 - 9pm. Tickets 

available from Veterans 

Mon 21st 

Family History Group 7.15pm Ceddesfeld Hall. Norman Welch; “What 

Did They do for a Living?” www.sedgefieldlocalhistory.org.uk / 620367  

Sedgefield WI ‘Fashion Show by Jayne’. 7.30. £6 including a glass of 

wine. Available from Jayne's, the Post Office and Tickety Boo 

Thu 24th 
Local History Society Trip to Seaton Delaval Hall and Woodhorn 

Mining Museum. 9.15am Parish Hall. Contact Judith Edgoose 620244 

Fri 25th - 

Sat 26th 

Sedgefield Cricket Club Beer Festival  7pm Friday & 1pm Saturday. 
Ten ales on offer plus burgers, hot dogs, pie & peas, live DJ. Club bar 
open as normal. Everyone is welcome.  

Mon 28th Methodist Wives & Friends. Rev. Janet Titterton 

Looking ahead to October 
Ferryhill Stage Society: Red Hot and Cole, from 15th - 17th October. Call 652551 

Antiques Talk and Valuation on Friday 23rd October from 2-4pm. Call Ann on 629070 
“200 years after Waterloo” Celebration dinner at Ceddesfeld Hall: 7pm Sat 24th Oct.   

Tickets, 620607, 620042 or Sedgefield Town Council Office. Details next month. 

Fitness Classes @The Hub  
Sedgefield Community College  

Mondays 
6.00 – 6.30pm Metafit  
6.30 – 7.30pm KO Combat  
7.30 – 9.00pm Karate 
Tuesdays 
6.00 – 7.00pm Zumba  
7.30 – 8.15pm Kettlercise  
Wednesdays 
5.00 – 8.00pm Polka School of Dance 
Thursdays 
6.30 – 7.00pm Metafit  
7.00 – 8.00pm Pilago  
Saturdays     
10.30 – 11.30  Chi Taekwondo 

Hardwick Hall Hotel 
 

Saturday 24th October 
80’s Experience 

Includes 2 course buffet 
Arrive 7.00pm, buffet 7.30pm 

£11.95 per person 
 

Friday 30th October 
Disco through the Decades 

Includes a 2 course buffet 
Arrive 7.00pm, Buffet 7.30pm 

£11.95 per person 
 

Now taking Christmas bookings  
Contact us for a brochure or to  

make a booking 
 
 

www.hardwickhallhotel.co.uk 
 

 01740 620253 


