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Community Lawyers Project  

is now ready for business  
 

In 1902 Clarence Darrow addressed prisoners in Cook County Jail and said, 

ñNine tenths of you are in jail because you did not have a good 

lawyer and, of course, you did not have a good lawyer because you 
did not have enough money to pay a good lawyer."  
 

Times have changed dramatically in the funding of legal services since 
Darrowôs address but the government have proposed further cuts in legal 

aid which could lead to thousands of people without adequate access to 
legal representation.  
 

Since being a law student I have always believed that people should have 

access to legal advice if they were ever unfortunate enough to need it but, 
when I qualified as a solicitor, I recognised that there were people who did 

not qualify for legal aid or could not afford legal representation.  
After having a good moan to Gloria Wills that everyone should have a 

fundamental right to access our legal system regardless of their financial 
situation we developed the idea of a free legal clinic for the local 

community. Our vision was to enable those who could not access legal aid 

or afford to pay for legal advice to be able to get some form of 
representation. In conjunction with Sedgefield Development Trust, Gloria 

has worked closely with LawWorks, a charity that provides free legal help to 
community groups and individuals who cannot afford to pay for it or access 

legal aid, and they have kindly provided us with indemnity insurance, 
unwavering support and paid for my current practising certificate. She has 

also kindly received funding from Councillor David Brown through the 
Membersô Neighbourhood Initiative Fund. David recognised the importance 

of such a crucial service in particularly harsh economic times.  
 

After graduating from the University of Northumbria in Newcastle, with 
commendation, I started my legal career in a large firm in Manchester. I 

moved back to the local area and worked as an associate solicitor for a firm 
specialising in civil litigation, employment law, contract, debt recovery and 

landlord and tenant matters. Throughout my career I have had the 
opportunity to work with some very talented lawyers including Michael 

Redfern QC who was appointed Chairman of the Royal Liverpool Children's 
Inquiry (Alder Hey Hospital) and who chaired the Redfern Inquiry into 

human tissue analysis in UK nuclear facilities. I am married and have one 
son Harry, who is 2 years old.  
 

If you need advice in any of my specialist areas then please feel free to ring 

01740 629011  to make an appointment, briefly outlining the problem. At 
present the clinic will run for approximately two hours per week and there 

will be additional time spent outside clinic hours undertaking research and 
administrative tasks. I would like to assure any potential clients that even 

though the clinic is free I am required to maintain my duty of confidentiality 
and follow the Solicitorsô Code of Conduct and therefore all 

matters discussed within the clinic will remain confidential.  
 

Mrs Rebecca Hagan BA Hons, Solicitor  
 

Community Lawyers is a project of Sedgefield Development Trust 
in partnership with LawWorks. Our solicitor will be able to 

provide initial legal advice. She will be able to draft letters with 
the clients, advise them on filling in forms, deadlines, how to 

start proceedings etc, working on the basis that she is there to 
assist them to help themselves.  
 

Rebecca  Hagan  

Sedgefield Charities  
 

Applications for Education Grants  

can be made until 30th September.  
Contact John Hannon,  

Clerk to the Trustees on  

01740 622512  
 or e -mail 

east.house@btinternet.com  

Folk Festival: itôs not 

too late to get involved  
 

Tickets are still available for  

Concerts in the Parish Hall on 

3rd & 4th September and in  
St Edmundôs Church on the 4th. 

 

You can enjoy free Singarounds  
on the 3rd, 4th & 5th in  

Ceddesfeld Hall, and music work-
shops on Saturday 4th are also free 

to all. Thereôs Song arranging,  

Fiddle, Bodhran, Ukulele & Spoons, 
all in Ceddesfeld Hall;  

Irish Dance in the Fletcher Room of 
the Parish Hall (12 noon)  

and a Storyteller in the Library 
(10.30am -  12.30).  

Sedgefield Community Association  
 

Celebrate 
 
 

 

Successful Years 
 

Afternoon exhibition of activities  
& history at Ceddesfeld Hall 

Informal evening with entertainment   

Saturday 16th October 
 

We invite all SCA members,  

past & present to join in  
 

Weõd like to hear your memories  
of past events & people 

 

Please ensure that your section/
interest group is represented 

 

Contacts: David/Wendy 620206,  
Pat/Dudley 620607  

John/Maxine 620042 
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All Tickety - Boo again  
Last September we bid a sad 

farewell to Julie & Michael Bick of 

óSelectionsô. Now, after a year of 
hard work by Phil & Linda Smith and 

son Richard, who will manage the 
new shop, the doors are open again. 

Beautifully restored outside and with 
the interior completely remodelled, 

the building will now probably last 
into the 2100s and beyond!  

  

Phil, Linda & Richard wish to thank 
Builder, Stuart Reid  

Joiner, John Thompson  
Carpenter, Norman Burchett  

Cabinet Maker, Richard Tennick  
Electrician, Peter Hannant  

Plumber, Gary Taylor  
Interiors, Gary Muncaster  

Painters, Mitte and  
Sign Writer, Phil Anderson  

 

They have all done superb work  

TICKETY-BOO is OPEN! 
Walk in and be amazed! Thereõs a mouth-watering array of  

Old Fashioned Sweets in rainbow rows of glass jars.  

On the counters are impossible-to-choose selections of  

Continental Chocolates and fabulous Candy.   

The Ice Cream comes in wonderful flavours and is  

served through the window on sunny days. 

Children will love the Pocket Money Toys (great stocking fillers for 
Christmas) and while they choose, there are grown up treats ...  

Colourful Candles, gorgeously scented Bomb Cosmetics,  

and a tasteful range of Designer Giftware  

Youõll find Cards, Gift Wrap & Partyware for every occasion too. 

Open 9am - 6pm from Monday - Saturday  

and 10am - 4pm on Sunday 

Thereõs a treat for everyone at TICKETY-BOO  

A happy summerôs day  
 

Sedgefield Town Trip was once again very well attended, with 

112 people having a lovely afternoon in Redcar.  
The trip has been sponsored 

primarily by Sedgefield  
Charities for the last three 

years. Billy Cooper, who has 
organised the trip for many 

years, agreed to remain an 
active member of the  

organising team. The trip is 
supported by Sedgefield  

Development Trust and they 
would like to thank the Town 

Council staff, the Post Office 
staff, Margaret Stewart, Billy 

Cooper and Linda Maddison for 
their help. This year, transport 

was provided by  

Tees Valley Coaches.  
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Astronaut visits college  
 

Students from Sedgefield Community College were 

given a once in a life - time chance to meet an 
American Astronaut last term.  

Mission Specialist Michael Good visited the College to 
explain to the students about his life as an astronaut 

and his recent mission on Space shuttle Atlantis, STS
-132. This mission was to deliver a Russian Rassvet 

mini -Research Module -1 to the International Space 
Station. Mike returned to Earth on May 26th, along 

with 6 other astronauts.  
Students had a fascinating morning which inspired 

them to believe in themselves and to follow their 
dreams.  
 

Pictured below, Dave Davies with Michael Good  

Would you like to learn more 

about Counselling?  
We plan to run a 5 week introductory course at Ceddesfeld 

Hall, the theme of which will cover the skills, knowledge 
and self -awareness required by people using counselling 

techniques i.e. confidentiality, listening, observing and  
reflecting skills. If you are interested and would like  

further information, please contact  
Wendy Gill (620206) or Pat Buckley -Atkins (620697)  

 

Sedgefield Lyrics Youth Choir  
Ex members are invited to a fantastic re -union weekend 

planned for October. If you know someone who might be 

interested, please pass it on. Contact Sandy on 620609.  
 

Snapshots of Sedgefield  
Not much feedback from last month's photo of the 1924 

schoolchildren, though everyone seems to agree that  

Anthony Swinbank is the spit and image of his dad when 
young.  As we are short of space this month, the photo 

kindly supplied by Harry Smith will be included later.  
Meanwhile, Sedgefield Local History Society would love to 

hear from anyone who would like to donate or loan items 
of interest. Please call me on 620091 or email 

norma@neal.co.uk  
 

Many thanks ...  
...from residents and staff of Willowdene Nursing Home 

-  a big thank you to the WI and people of Sedgefield for 
making them feel so welcome at the coffee morning held 

on Saturday 31st  July. We look forward to meeting you all 
again at future events and donôt forget, you are always 

welcome at Willowdene for a drink and a chat.  
 

Thanks also from the birthday girl  
Margaret Harris  writes  ...  

I wish to thank everyone that came along to celebrate my 
90th birthday with me. I was so pleased to see each 

friendly face. Thank you for the beautiful cards you gave 

me -  I keep reading them over and over and I will treasure 
them, truly. Thanks too for your generous gifts.  

That was a well kept secret wasnôt it, Nikki and Paul -  well 
done. Thank you so much to all the helpers.  

I do appreciate you for helping Nikki.  
You know, folks, I consider it a real privilege to live in 

Sedgefield. I am very lucky to know all you nice friendly 
people. Your sincere buddy anytime,  

Margaret.  

Blooming Marvellous Entry  
 

Britain in Bloom judges Martyn Hird and Jim Goodwin 

received  a blooming marvellous welcome when they 
visited  Sedgefield on August 12th.  

Thanks to  the tremendous efforts of gardeners, 
volunteers, residents and owners of commercial 

premises, the centre of Sedgefield village 
looked  stunning.  The judges were visibly impressed by 

beautiful horticultural features placed at all the 
entrances to the town;  a topiary horse at the 

racecourse (see right), a renovated vintage seed drill 
at Beacon Lane  and two eye catching roundabouts 

planted with ornamental grasses, trees and 
herbaceous plants. The RHS highlight the importance 

of community involvement, which, in Sedgefield,  has 
been outstanding;  Beavers and Brownies growing 

produce at Winterton allotment,  primary school pupils 
planting tubs on the green,  Community College 

students  restoring that wonderful seed drill, older 

residents taking a pride in their own gardens as well 
as village projects, such as Ceddesfeld Gardens.  

All contribute to the blooming marvellous team effort 
which makes for a winning combination.  Hardwick Hall 

Hotel kindly provided the judgesô complimentary 
accommodation and  Turner's Taxis generously 

supplied a mini bus to transport the judges around the 
driven part of their tour. Special thanks to them and 

to local businesses and organisations, who generously 
supported Sedgefield in Bloom. Finally, thanks to  the 

enthusiastic team of volunteers and to the people of 
Sedgefield for  working together so beautifully. Let's 

hope our efforts are crowned with gold! Britain in 
Bloom results will be announced at the RHS 

presentation evening in Birmingham on  September 
29th, Northumbria in Bloom on September 13th.  


