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Top of the league!  
After consecutive years of dramatically improving GCSE results at Sedgefield 
Community College, this yearôs results saw the college achieve the accolade of being 
County Durhamôs highest attaining secondary school for the first time in its history. 
In a year when there has been much change in the education sector and a well 
publicised drive to reverse the so called ódumbing downô of GCSEs, the GCSE results 
show the already impressive standards at Sedgefield Community College have risen 
yet again. In recent years, student performance at Sedgefield has led the school to be 
grouped amongst the highest achieving schools in the country, yet this yearôs GCSE 
results prove that there are no signs of complacency, as the school goes from 
strength to strength.  
Headteacher Dave Davies is absolutely delighted for students and staff, who have 
worked so hard to produce this stunning performance. ñBeing top of the performance 

league table is a fantastic achievement at any time, but it is all the more satisfying in 
a year that has undoubtedly been one of the most challenging for schools for many 
years.ò He went on to explain that the reputation of the college now stretches beyond 
the local community. ñIn September  we started the new school year with the biggest 
year seven intake the college has ever seen, and if there had been enough space we 
could have easily taken significantly more students such was the demand for places!ò 
Asked why he thought Sedgefield was now so popular, Mr Davies said he believes that 
parents realise that the school now delivers consistently, not just in terms of 
examination performance, but in the way it cares for students and of course the 
quality of teaching. ñIt is this consistency  which provides parents with the confidence 
that they are making the right choice for their children.ò 

Mr Davies reassured parents that in spite of reaching the top of the performance 
tables, the school is still focussed upon the next step. ñWe know that if we are to 
continue to provide an outstanding experience for our students we must continue to 
measure our performance with the best schools nationally not locally. Parents and 
future parents of students attending Sedgefield Community College, can be reassured 
that this attitude wonôt change.ò 

Adam Foakes, Leah Ball & Emma 

Robson-Cross with their results  

Congratulations to Sedgefield in Bloom!  
Sedgefield has won gold and Best Small Town in Northumbria in 

Bloom again! Gold awards also went to the Dun Cow, the Golden 
Lion, Hardwick Park and the garden of Tom Kay & Margaret Galley. 

Further details in November, along with Britain in Bloom results.  
 

The smiling faces of park volunteers  See p.11   

Easy-access defibrillator installed  
When someone goes into cardiac arrest, every minute 
without cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and 
defibrillation reduces their chance of survival by 
10%.  The first few minutes are absolutely crucial and 
immediate access to a defibrillator can be the 

difference between life and death.   
Next time you pass Sedgefield Surgery, you may spot 
a large yellow box on the outside wall to the right of 
the entrance.  That box holds a defibrillator, which has 
been secured for the community by Sedgefield Village 
Games (SVG).  When the team behind SVG decided to 
continue to work on a range of projects in Sedgefield, 
one of the first ideas they decided to pursue was that 
of providing an easy to access defibrillator, situated in 
the centre of the village.   
Funding for the equipment has come from SVG with 

Sedgefield Rotary, Sedgefield Escape, Right Lines 
Communications, Sedgefield Squash Club, Sedgefield 
Harriers and Sedgefield Surgery.  Thanks to the 
support of the surgery, the defibrillator has now been 
installed and together with the North East Ambulance 
Service, SVG is in the process of arranging awareness 
and training events in Sedgefield.   Look out for 
details of those events in next monthôs Sedgefield 
News.  Of course, we hope that the defibrillator 
doesnôt have to be used, but its presence adds to 
Sedgefieldôs healthcare resilience. 
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Professional Mobile  
Piano Tuition 
 

Traditional Piano Exams, 

GCSE & A level tuition 
 

Contact Simon Holmes at 

wolfgang79@aol.com  
or call 07842 604800 

Do you play the piano?  
Would you like to be the new accompanist for our choir? Sedgefield Lyric Singers 
is a four part choir of about 40 members. Its objectives are to gain pleasure and 
companionship from singing together, and to give enjoyment to others through 
its performances. We are currently seeking a pianist to accompany our 
rehearsals at Ceddesfeld Hall each Friday from 7.30 to 9pm, and our regular two 

concerts in Sedgefield at Christmas and in the summer. When invited, we also 
give occasional concerts elsewhere during the year. We offer a small annual 
honorarium in recompense. If you are interested, and would like further details, 
please contact Kay Quinn, Music Director on 07885 202642 or Avril Hannon, 
Secretary on 01740 622512, email avrilhannon@btinternet.com.  
 

Sedgefield residents represent Great Britain at the 
Strakonice International Bagpipe Festival  

Thomas Wharton: trw Solutions 
All forms of data work undertaken 
Data Entry : Data Analysis 
Data Consolidation   
Secure Data Dissemination 
Reporting : Diary/Scheduling Work 

Call 07748248112 
E-mail TRWsolutions@hotmail.com  
 

Fully DBS & Security Cleared 

***New service***  Web Design 

 

Computer Repairs  
Software Support  
Wireless Networking  
Web Design  
Data Recovery  
Server Administration  
Bespoke Management Systems  

Stephen Edgoose  
Computer Services  
IT Support for Home and Business  

01740 622 420 
 

9am -9pm  

Weekdays  

 

11am -5pm  

Weekends  

 

Danõs Computer Service 
I fix PC and laptop problems  

in your home  
Reasonable prices ð no fix, no fee  

Explanations and advice  
in plain English  

A friendly service you can trust  

01740 622187  

 

óLittle things that countô  
 

Childrenôs Nursery 
www.edennursery.co.uk  

 

Bishop Middleham:  
Manager, Natalie Richardson  

01740 651224 

Fishburn: Manager, Carol Woods 
01740 620683 

House of Eden  

LEARN to DRIVE with  

Michelle Quigley of Sedgefield  
To discuss lesson prices & special deals  

Call 07807 989 037  

www.stansschoolofmotoring.co.uk  

Call Paul Stanley on  

07789 677 153  

¶ friendly, patient and professional  

¶ discount for beginners & block bookings  

¶ theory and practical tuition  

learn to drive with  

Stan's School of Motoring  

 

Come and see what we offer at our 

Open Day : 1-3pm 

Saturday 11th October  
Everyone Welcome! 

Rectory Row, Sedgefield, TS21 2BJ 
 

Visit our website for more info: 

www.sedgefield -pri.durham.sch.uk  

Anthony & Heather Robb, with friends Alice Burn, Paul Knox and Neil Smith, 
joined international pipers from 16 countries at this wonderful festival in The 
Czech Republic. The large bronze statue of Strakoniceôs famous son, Schwanda 
the Bagpiper and its brewery named Dudak (bagpiper) which is the last one in 
the Czech Republic to be owned by a town, attest to the importance of bagpipes 
(and beer) to these townspeople. Their enthusiasm was demonstrated by 6 -deep 

crowds lining the 1km route for opening and closing processions and their House 
of Culture, equivalent to our Ceddesfeld Hall, hosting dancing, singing and piping 
sessions well beyond dawn; us cautious Brits, however, were abed by 4:30!  
Much of the action took place in the 16th -century castle courtyard and the huge 
open -air cinema, these venues used simultaneously to accommodate 2000+ 
audiences with performers moving from one venue to the other to deliver their 
programmes. Equally impressive were the superb sound systems and stage 
crews which ensured that our small sweet Northumbrian pipes more than filled 
the venues whilst retaining their purity of tone. Less formal concerts took place 
at smaller stages around the town and we were also privileged to play in the 
main square of stunning Cesky Krumlov. It is not hard to see why the Strakonice 
Festival has UNESCO recognition and support. Hereôs hoping they wonôt have 

heard the last from Sedgefield!  
 

Another successful Folk Festival  
The ninth annual Sedgefield Folk Festival turned out to be the most successful to 

date with huge crowds attending all the concerts, singarounds and workshops. 
The Festival started on Thursday with a highly entertaining Music Hall and 
continued throughout the weekend with the main concerts, all of which were sell 
outs. The Festival goes from strength to strength and is now a well established 
feature on both the local and national folk scene. There were so many highlights 
over the weekend but mention must be made of a most wonderful performance 
from   Kieron Goss and his wife Annie from Ireland who won the hearts of 
everyone in Sedgefield.  
I would like to thank everyone for their magnificent support and hope to see you 
all next year at the 10th Annual Festival.  Joan Edmundson  

mailto:avrilhannon@btinternet.com
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Salon Quality  
Hairdressing  

in the comfort of your own home,  

for Ladies, Gents & Children;  
 

Special rate for Senior Citizens -  and  
Family Bookings give Great Discounts!  

 

Teatime/Evening appointments available 
 

Cut & Blow Dry,  Perms, Put -ups,  
Colours - over 25 years experience  

but with young ideas!  
 

HOLIDAY STYLING  
 

PARTY HAIR -UPS 
 

Call Venita on  
 

07774 921 986  

39th Sedgefield Drama Festival of One Act Plays  

Please call in, have a browse and find out about our 

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS 
 

We are open: Monday-Friday 9am to 5pm  &  Saturday 9am to 4pm 

Pictured left are Jessica Sadler,  
Viv Jacobs & Norma Neal, the cast of the 
winning production at the Festival 
 

Coop funds SPYS trip  
Sedgefield Players are very grateful 
to the Coop Community Fund for their 
funding of a recent trip to Edinburgh 
Festival by a dozen teenage members 
of our youth section, SPYS.  
In one action -packed day, they saw a 
professional musical production, a 
reduced cast Midsummer Nightôs 
Dream and a very powerful two -

hander plus a great deal of street 
theatre.  
Travelling by train from Darlington, 
they had a very early start and 
returned home on the latest train 
available. SPYS coaches Thomas 
Guest and Sarah Atkinson said the 
trip had been a wonderful experience 
for all concerned and they look 
forward to repeating the trip next 
year.  

SPYS meet every Sunday in the 
parish hall and take a very active part 
in productions on their own and with 
the adult group.  

At another highly successful Festival, Sedgefield Players óPrimrose Wayô won 
Best Production,  Best Director (Thomas Guest) and Best Actress (Viv Jacobs). 
The play, óPhilip and Rowenaô, also by Sedgefield Players, won the award for 
Technical Presentation, while our youth section SPYS won the Ensemble Award 
for óThe Princess and the Wolfô, written and directed by Tom Guest.  
Individual youth awards went to 17 year olds Noah Harrison and Natasha 

Graham of Saltburn ô53 for outstanding performances in óThe Edgeô. Their 
production also won the Audience Award, the Peter Young Quaich for Youth and 
the Best 30 Seconds for a jaw -dropping fall from the roof.    
Scarborough group Bananadrama were runners up with their hard -hitting play 
set in a prison. The two protagonists Chris Parrinder and John Dennis won the 
Adjudicatorôs Award for their contrasted performances. Nunthorpe Players, 
returning to Sedgefield Festival after many years, won Best Set for their World 
War I play, óIncorporeal Corporalô. Sarah Robinson won the Cameo Award for her 
gently touching performance as the wife.  
Leyburn ADS won awards in each of their productions.  The 1920s outfits in  óA 
Jolly Sinister Japeô won Jayneôs Award for Costume, while Michael Waldman won 
Best Supporting Actor as John Shakespeare, father of the bard, in óGentlemen 

and Playersô. Best Supporting Actress Annette Morris of  Matchbox Theatre 
played two roles in óSanctuaryô, one at a weekôs notice. Best Actor David Irwin of 
Scarboroughôs Cresta ADS, played multiple roles in WLTM, a salutary, but very 
entertaining piece about blind dating, written and directed by Sue Wilding, who 
won the Endeavour Award for her original writing. Six of the twelve plays 
presented this year were written by members of the groups.  
Adjudicator Colin Dolley was impressed by the wealth of original material, the 
scope and variety of the plays, the high standard of performance and the 
friendly, supportive spirit of the festival. Sedgefield Drama Festival is highly 
respected nationally, always held during the second week in September . We 
already have some good ideas for next year -  our 40th! Donôt miss the chance to 
see some really great theatre -  right here on your doorstep.    


