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Sedgefield News  

It is with great sadness that we report the loss, on 28th September, 

of a much valued member of our community. Friends and colleagues of 
John knew him as a generous, cheerful, thoughtful, enthusiastic, talented 

and, above all, kind man. He will be a great loss to all who knew him.   
Posted on www.sedgefieldweb by Tim Randall.  
 

 

I remember picking up the phone one day, a bit rattled. It had been 
one of those mornings, but what I heard was ñJP callingò . I could relax.  It 

would be a conversation to enjoy; an offer of help, a snippet of news, some 
constructive criticism, above all, friendly! No need for a phone -phobic to 

worry.   More times than I can remember, a greeting along the lines of  
ñCracking issue Mrs. C!ò have raised my spirits after a hard slog in the 

News office. Since John became ill, our editorial team has felt the loss of his 
wise, gentle, larger than life presence in the office. He could always be 

relied upon for practical support, encouragement, a funny story or a little 
ófillerô, and when struggling with a difficult topic, good counsel with no 

hidden agenda.  JP was a ócracking fellaô and we will miss him very much. 
Now, talking to others who knew him, I realise that he was all this and 

more to so many other individuals and organisations. On this page are 

some thoughts from just a few of them..  The Editor, Sedgefield News  

John Parkinson 1934 -  2006  
A dear friend & colleague   

On behalf of the Trustees of the 

Sedgefield Charities , I wish to 
record a small tribute to John.  

John joined us as a Trustee in 1996 
and quickly assimilated the rather 

complex history, nature and objects 

of the various charities. Being a 
resident of Mordon, his contribution 

on behalf of those óIn Needô , not 
only in the óOutlying Parishesô as 

they are known, but also towards 
the various projects in the wider 

area of benefice was greatly 
appreciated by our Clerk, Roy 

Smeeton, myself as Chairman and 
all of his fellow Trustees.  

In 2003 he willingly accepted the 
role of Chairman of our 

organisation when I relinquished 
the position. Since that time he had 

proved to be a most competent and 
understanding leader, and chaired 

our meetings with sincerity and 
wisdom.  

By his untimely death we will miss 
these attributes and his kindly and 

friendly manner. We commiserate 

with all his family and colleagues at 
this sad time.  
 

Derrick Lofthouse,  
Acting Chairman  

The Sedgefield Charities  

On September 28 th  our friend 

and colleague, a fellow Trus-
tee/Director of SDT, sadly died.  

The funeral service, óA celebration 
of his lifeô was attended by over 

one hundred friends, business col-

leagues and relations, a clear trib-
ute to the number of lives he had 

touched and the difference he had 
made. Johnôs philosophy on life was 

óeverything is possibleô, and that 
gave him such determination 

throughout his life, but also over 
the last few months of his illness.  

John was a gentle giant; he had an 
easy way with people and he loved 

to communicate. He was able to do 
this even without speaking; a look, 

a smile, a wink or a tilt of the head 
and you got the message.  

He put his heart and soul into eve-
rything he attempted. John loved to 

óhaggleô and always looked for the 
best deal he could get, this usually 

meant ôfree gratis and for nothingô.  
John did some tremendous work for 

the Trust and we could not have 

done as much without him. He will 
be sadly missed, and fondly re-

membered.  
Gloria Wills, on behalf of Sedgefield 

Development Trust.   

 

The people of Bradbury, Mordon 

and Sedgefield lost a pillar of 
their society when John Parkinson 

passed away on 28 th  September. 
John and Betty came to live at Mor-

don over thirty years ago, his love 

of people and children show 
through from the beginning. He 

joined the village hall committee, 
where his many talents were real-

ized and put to good use, organiz-
ing sports days, writing and pro-

ducing pantomimes; his mono-
logues and readings at the annual 

carol service will be greatly missed.  
His expertise in the plumbing and 

building trade was invaluable when 
the committee was faced with the 

daunting task of building a new 
village hall. His ability to identify 

and solve problems was remark-
able.  

After retiring and selling his busi-
ness, John became even more in-

volved with community projects 
and organizations, where his en-

thusiasm and unlimited capacity to 

resolve varying situations has been 
appreciated. His role as chairman 

of the Mordon parish meeting and 
the Sedgefield relief in need chari-

ties is a vacuum that has to be 
filled  

John loved reading and writing po-
etry.   
Robert & Anne Elders   
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Cooksô Corner 
 
 

Treacle Toffee  
 
10oz (275g) Sugar  
2 tbls Water  

2 tbls Black Treacle  
2oz (55g) Butter  

1 dessertspoon Vinegar  
  
Place all ingredients in a saucepan.  
Boil steadily for about 12 minutes, 

or until a small amount dropped in 

cold water forms a firm ball  
Pour into a shallow greased tin, 

about 8 inches (20cm) square.  
When it begins to set, mark into 

squares with a knife which has 
been dipped in oil.  

The recent visit to our twin town of 

Hamminkeln in Germany was very 
successful. The 25 strong party  

included Mayor Cllr. Dudley Waters 
and his consort, and deputy mayor 

of Durham City, Cllr. Bob Wynn.  

A very interesting programme had 
been provided for us by the 

Burgermeister of Hamminkeln, Herr 
Holger Schlierf, and included an 

exchange of ideas of common 
concern in the three communities 

regarding demographic trends.  
We were blessed with warm 

sunshine throughout the week 
which enhanced our experience of 

the beautiful scenery of the Lower 
Rhine region.  

The picture shows most of the 
group on the steps of Holy Angels 

church in Wesel, a town which was 
destroyed in the allies advance 

across the Rhine.  The church, built 
originally on the foundations of an 

old fortification, has been rebuilt 
with stunning modern interiors.  

Other visits included a trip on the 

Rhine, a drive in horse drawn 
carriages around the nature park in 

Dingden, and a visit to a medieval 
market in Kamp -Limpfort.  

Gifts were exchanged at a farewell 
dinner. Chairman Joyce Jordan and 

ex-chair Keith Wells presented a 
genuine minerôs lamp to the town 

of Hamminkeln. The lamp had been 
restored by Keith and was well 

received. Hamminkeln presented us 
with a framed photograph of the 

group, taken on the steps of the 
town hall.  It is on display in the 

Oldham room at Ceddesfeld Hall.  
Anyone interested in joining the 

association should contact Joyce 
Jordan on 620783 or Nancy Wells 

on 620467. We will welcome our 
German friends to Sedgefield next 

year, when we celebrate 25 years 

of this partnership.  

Twinning Association enjoys visit to Germany  

Bonny, blooming Bradbury wins plaudits  

After all our hard work around the village it is good to report that Bradbury 
achieved a SILVER award for our entry in 2006 Northumbria in Bloom. This 

was thanks to a faithful band of villagers who regularly got together on 
weekends over the period from Sept 2005  till we were judged in August 

this year, and to every household making sure all the front gardens were 
immaculate on judging day.  

We were very grateful for generous sponsorship from Mr Phil Wilkes of 
Bradbury Services, Councillor John Robinson, and Sedgefield Rotary Club 

which allowed us to buy good quality plants and barrels to really brighten 
up the village. This was our first attempt and we will be entering again, 

hopefully to win the Gold!    

Dave Sayers  

Itôs Sedgefield, but not as we know it 

This photo of Sue 

and Dan Mold 
was taken whilst 

they were on 
holiday this 

summer -   in 

South Africa!  
Most of the 

people living 
there were 

surprised to hear 
that there was 

also a Sedgefield 
in the U.K.  

You can learn 
more about our 

ótwinô town on  
the web.  
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COMMUNITY SAFETY  
Sedgefield Village Neighbourhood Watch  

PC Todd reports  
 

Where do you keep your car 

keys?  
I ask this question because recently 

a resident woke up one morning to 
find that his white van was missing 

from outside the house. The 
nightmare continued when he 

discovered that his car had also 
been taken from his garage. The 

thieves even had time to load 

valuable tools into the motor before 
taking both vehicles away.  

Until next time,   
Keith  
 

 

Pub Watch  
At the recent meeting held at the 

Black Lion, there were no reports of 
trouble in any member premises, 

which warranted further action. 
This is good news for the majority 

of people who want to enjoy a 
sociable drink with friends.  

 

At the AGM held on 10 th  October, C/man Ken Saiger extended his & the 

Panelôs sincere appreciation to John Fawcett in accepting his resignation 
from the Executive Panel; for his much valued contribution to Executive and 

Panel too.  
Ken was pleased to announce a volunteer from the membership, Linda 

Maddison, who was duly elected to the Executive. He went on to point out 

that N/Hood Watch is still in great need of more active  participants and 
hopes that the residents of Sedgefield will respond. Apart from Mrs 

Maddison there were no new nominees for office; existing post holders 
agreed to remain in post, as did the Executive members; all were duly re -

elected.  
Following the AGM a normal full Panel meeting was held:  

CPO  Neil Langthorne gave details of the Boroughôs crime prevention 
strategy over the coming ñDarkò months; again confirmed that the best & 

cheapest form of home security in this period is the purchase & use  of 
timers & lights in the home.  

Keith Todd  circulated copies of Reported Crime in Sedgefield Village for 
the period 13 th  June ï 10 th  Oct. 2006, there were 30 crimes recorded, 

consisting of 7 Thefts (+1 foiled attempt); 6 Burglaries & 16 Criminal 
Damage. Keith concentrated his discussions with members on the subject of 

burglary and its impact on residents pointing out obvious preventative 
measures like ñlock your doorsò during the day but especially at night. 

Alan Sowerby Citizenship Awards 2006:  
The final award for this year was made on Thursday 21 st  September when a 

group of Neighbourhood Watchers went along to Sedgefield Community 
College to present the Alan Sowerby, Citizen of the Year, Shield. They were 

lead by Chairman Ken Saiger, who took the photographs, David Hillerby, 

Vice Chair who made the presentation, accompanied by Treasurer Phyllis 
Hillerby and Sedgefield Neighbourhood Warden, Tim Spearey. The shield is 

presented to the pupil who the College adjudge has been the most 
Community minded person. This year the award went to Evie Williamson of 

whom deputy head John Tomlinson said ñEvie has not only been 
outstanding in the college where she has proven herself to be a tremendous 

help to her Teachers and fellow pupils alike, but she has also spent a lot of 
time during the year, on a community project at the local Hospital. Not only 

working with the patients, but helping to lay on entertainment and proving 
herself to be a hard, all singing, all dancing, act to followò.  Well done, Evie! 

See picture below)   
Communication with Police:  

Secretary reported on details of a response by the Chief Constable to Tony 
Blair following the Panelôs written concerns to the MP in June.  The 

members agreed that there would be no benefit in ñcommunicatingò further 
with the Chief Constable but the members would continue to 

ñcommunicateò with our Local & Area Police, with whom we have seen 
improvements over the last year ï despite ongoing organisational barriers 

(implemented by HQ).     (Continued in next column)  

Chairmanôs Award 2006: 

Prior to closing the meeting C/man 
Ken Saiger asked a very surprised 

(Crime Prevention Officer) Neil 
Langthorne to accept this yearôs 

award. In making the award Ken 

stated that for many years now Neil 
has supported not only our Panel 

but also most importantly the 
Community of Sedgefield. This he 

has done very low key, quietly and 
discreetly working in the 

background. He has given advice 
where requested as well as 

assistance to many residents and in 
particular has supported several 

victims of crime, providing much 
needed assurance to re -establish 

personal confidence as well as 
location security. In accepting the 

award Neil expressed his pleasure 
as well as surprise and modestly 

commented that he believes whilst 
he is only doing his job, it is the 

people of groups like ours who are 
the real award winners.  

(picture on page 6)   
 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS  

Community Warden  Tim 
Spearey  -  01740 623654  

or via Chilton Control Room -  
01388 721351  

To report concerns, seek advice or 
pass on information to  

Local Police , telephone 0845 
6060365 (NB it may be prudent to 

keep a note of details of any 
conversation & obtain an incident 

no.)  
 

For advice / assistance : CPO 
Neil Langthorne: 01325 742714  

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
Sarah Norman: 01325 742755  
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Jottings: Sedgefield Village Residentsô Forum 

The September meeting was held in Ceddesfeld Hall since the Drama 

Festival was taking place in the Parish Hall ï once again congratulations to 
the Players for their success.  

We had a surprise visitor to the meeting óWheelchair Charlieô (real name 
David Hughes). David is touring the Country campaigning on behalf of the 

disabled and carrying out disability access assessments of public buildings. 
He will be sending a report on what he found in Sedgefield but did mention 

that our new Community Hospital shows several problem areas.  David has 
a wealth of knowledge of legislation and funding available relating to 

disability issues, he is passing this information on the Town Council.  

The meeting discussed and reported on many outstanding issues ï all 
reported in the minutes.  Minutes are available in the Library, Town Council, 

village Websites, and by email should you want them. (Contact Jayne at the 
Town Council with your email address.  

A very relevant report was given on refuse collection.  The Borough Council 
are continuing to respond to required targets on recycling (and rightly so) ï 

we must all play our part in this.  However, it should be noted that we 
might all have to have more wheelie bins to accommodate the sorting of 

waste, possibly 3.  So we all need to think about where we might keep 3 
wheelie bins!!! The bins can be unsightly if kept at the front of properties 

and indeed a health hazard if lids are not completely closed. We have many 
terrace properties in the village where it is almost impossible to move bins 

to the rear so this issue needs to be thought about if more bins are 
introduced. ï to be fair the Borough Council are aware of this and are 

thinking of ways to deal with the problem.  
The AGM will be on November 27 th   in the Fletcher Room everyone is 

welcome to any of the Forum meetings.  

Do  have your jab -  and donôt believe the myths!  
The flu jab cannot give you flu, but it can keep you well this winter.  

 

People who are most at risk are urged to take up the free flu jab this 
winter.  Considered to be óat riskô are those aged 65 and over, as well as 

under -65s suffering from asthma, diabetes, a serious heart, chest, liver or 
kidney condition or problems with the immune system.  The vaccination 

only takes a minute and is safe, effective and free for those who are at risk. 
Last year more than half of those at risk did not take advantage of the jab.  

Flu is serious  and can lead to hospitalisation or even death.  Whilst flu is a 
nasty experience for all of us, for those at risk or aged 65 and over it can 

lead to more serious illnesses such as bronchitis or pneumonia. The virus 
changes every year ï just because you havenôt had it before doesnôt mean 

youôll be ok this time. Last yearôs vaccine wonôt protect you.  
 

Advice from the County Durham Primary Care Trust  

 
 

 

Help coping with 

long term conditions  
 

People living with any long - term 

condition, such as arthritis, 

asthma, back pain, multiple 
sclerosis, depression, anxiety etc 

are being offered another 
opportunity to take part in the 

óLiving with a Long Term Conditionô 
course, part of the NHS Expert 

Patients Programme, which helps 
people manage their condition 

much more effectively. Designed to 
run alongside current medical 

treatments, some of the benefits 
can include less severe symptoms, 

less pain, greater self -confidence 
and a better quality of life. Topics 

covered during the six weeks 
include finding information, making 

action plans, pain management, 
communicating with health 

professionals and coping with 
depression.  

The latest free  course started on 

Monday 30 th  October at Sedgefield 
Parish Hall. It may not be too late 

to join. Contact Pam Lawson on 
01325 321234.  

New structure & new faces for health care  

A new primary care trust covering  

County Durham was created on 
October 1st, to replace the five 

trusts which previously served the 
county, including Sedgefield Pri-

mary Care Trust. The merger 

should save at least 15% on man-
agement costs which will be rein-

vested in frontline services and ar-
eas such as new cancer drugs.   

The interim headquarters of the 
PCT will be at John Snow House, 

Durham University Science Park, 
Durham City and Lady Ann Calman 

has been appointed as chair.  
With a background in teaching and 

educational research, Ann Calman 
lives in Durham City. She was chair 

of Durham and Chester - le-Street 
PCT, and had previously served as 

a non -executive director on the 
board of a large teaching hospital 

in Glasgow.  
The trustôs newly appointed 

Chief Executive is one of the  
region's top NHS managers, Yasmin 

Chaudhry, pictured right .  

Since qualifying as a midwife in 
Teesside, Yasmin has worked in the 

NHS for 25 years and held various 
executive level posts in primary 

care, mental health trusts and at 
strategic health authority level.   

Funding blow to 

Computer Training  
 

Since the last computer classes 
were held in the Zone, the 

government funding package has 
been altered so that a yearôs course 

of 30 classes now costs £95 instead 
of £65. This has caused a number 

of people to pull out, making the 
course unviable.  

It is a great pity, especially as it 
seems unlikely that similar classes 

will cost less elsewhere, unless 
other venues are able to subsidise 

their courses.  
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      Sports Update   with chrisjlines@aol.com  

I'm afraid it's a brief update this 

month. This month's newsletter is 
packed with news, so I have 

graciously offered some of the 
space normally devoted to 

sport.  Okay, the truth is that I've 

disappeared on holiday during 
deadline week and am 'filing' this 

copy in the half hour slot I've 
managed to bag in an internet cafe 

in the Lake District!  There has of 
course been no shortage of sports 

news from Sedgefield in the last 
month, but most of it will have to 

wait until the next issue.  Thanks to 
those who have e -mailed me in 

recent weeks.  I will get back to you 
all before the next update is due.  

  
Scoop!   

You may recall the pieces in 
Sedgefield News recently about the 

rolling -blading sensations that are 
the Hammond brothers.  Well, 

following our coverage of the story, 
Look North featured the boys in its 

Sports Kids feature.  I'd like to think 

that the BBC devours our august 
publication every month and took 

our lead, but suspect that it was 
inevitable that the brothers' 

success would get them on the 

November is éthe eleventh month of the year 

according to the Gregorian calendar, which is used in 
almost all the world today. It takes its name from novem, 

the Latin word for nine. In the early Roman calendar, 
November was the ninth month after March. Because July 

was named for Julius Caesar and August for Augustus 
Caesar, the Roman Senate offered to name the eleventh 

month for Tiberius Caesar, but he refused modestly.  
Originally there were 30 days in November, then 29, then 

31. From the time of Augustus, it has had 30 days   

coaches: Gary Hetherington, 

Simon Hill, Peter Redshaw, and 
Mark Simpson. They will  lead the 

mini -squash training for the under
-12s held on Saturday mornings 

(sessions at 11.00 and 11.45 -  

new players always welcome) 
taking over from the "two 

Emmas", Rowsby and Larcombe, 
who  have left us for new academic 

pastures and their respective 
University squash teams at 

Northumbria and Leeds. Sessions 
on Monday afternoons (16.30 -  

18.15) continue for Juniors aged 
11 and over (new players also 

welcome at this session).  I'm sure 
that the example of Faith can 

inspire more youngsters to take 
up squash and good luck to our 

British champ  for the World 
Championships.  We'll let you know 

how Faith gets on.   
Well, that's about it for this 

month.  As I indicated, I've 
received quite a bit more news, 

but circumstances mean that it 

will have to wait until the next 
issue.  Thanks again to all those 

who have contacted me and keep 
the sports new flowing to: 

chrisjlines@aol.com.  

 

Chairman Ken Saiger asked a very surprised Neil 

Langthorne (Crime Prevention Officer)  to accept the  
2006 Chairmanôs Award  

See story on page 4  

Left to right: Sarah McGuinness (best under 21), Jean 

Hewling (best actress) and Norma Neal in Sedgefield 
Players' "Romance".   

(See adjacent story)  

 

wider media radar before long!   I 

think you can actually vote for your 
favourite Sports Kid on the BBC 

website.  Let's see if we can secure 
a winner for Sedgefield!  

  

Squash   
Faith Sinclair has played her 

squash at Sedgefield for the last 10 
years and  has just won the over -

55s at the British Open 
Championships. Next month Faith 

travels to South Africa to try to do 
the same at the World 

Championships (she is the 
current  over -50s title holder -   she 

won this the last time the 
competition was held, in Helsinki, 

in 2003).  Her daughters, both club 
members,  have just graduated 

from University: Selina, a student 
at Birmingham, has won the 

Durham and Cleveland County 
Championship the last two years, 

and this year will act as  Ladies 
County Captain; Heather, a student 

at Reading, made her County debut 

last year. In one match, there were 
three Sinclairs representing the 

County 1st team -  is that a record?   
Four further club members recently 

qualified as England Squash 

 

The Anglo -Saxons referred to November as "the wind 
month" and sometimes "the blood month," probably 

because during this period they killed animals for their 
winter meat.  

The Pilgrims celebrated the first New England 

Thanksgiving to express gratitude for their first 
harvests in their new land and in 1863, Abraham 

Lincoln declared the last Thursday   
of November to be a National Day of Thanksgiving.  

The topaz is the November birthstone  
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Itôs slow in Hardwick Park 
 

The main focus of work in Hardwick Park in the last few weeks 

has been the landscaping contract. The Grand Terrace, Circuit 
Walk and the Round Pond have all made significant progress. 

The Round Pond has been drained and excavated, the rumoured 
marble bottom has not been found but a timber edge some 18" 

below the water line has been discovered. The original track of 
the Grand Terrace round both sides of the Pond has also been 

found. The Bottle Pond area now looks neat and tidy and is 
being grassed. The Temple Hill mound is being re - formed, with 

its ha -ha, back to the original profile. An interesting find has 
been the original culvert where the path from the Gothic Bridge 

leads into the Temple Field. This is being restored as the main 
pathway into the field.  

The stonework on the bed of the Cascade is soon to be 
replaced. Either the original stones will be used or exact replicas 

will be cut. Vegetation has been removed from around the 
Serpentine and the Banqueting Hall bank. Neptune's Island and 

Plinth are soon to be refurbished. Shrub planting will take place 

over the winter period.  
The Heritage Resource Centre has been delayed, mainly due to 

intransigence by the Lottery Fund. Assuming that it is cleared 
by the DCC Cabinet, the contract should be let at the end of 

October.  
The new Statue of Neptune -  see right -  is proceeding slowly. 

The clay model is now up to armpit level but, due to it being 
very busy, the foundry will not be able to caste the final statue 

until the New Year. This is, perhaps, fortunate as the island will 
not be ready to accept the statue until later in the year.  

Sedgefield Players 

sweep to Festival 
Success  

 
Sedgefield Players swept the board 

at their recent 31 st  Drama Festival 
One Act Plays, which ran from 

September 26 th  to 30 th , in 
Sedgefield Parish Hall. Adjudicator 

Russell Whiteley of GODA, who has 
made several visits to Sedgefield, 

remarked on the wonderful 
atmosphere and excellent team 

spirit demonstrated at the festival. 
He commented, ñI understand that 

last year at this time a huge 
question mark was hanging over 

the future of Sedgefield Parish Hall. 
Iôm very pleased to see this 

excellent hall saved for continued 
use by the community and I look 

forward to hearing progress reports 
on the planned refurbishment.ò  

   

Sedgefield Players won eight 
awards in all, including Best 

Production for ñRomanceò by John 
Reason. The play also carried off 

awards for Best Actress (Jean 
Hewling) and Best Under 21 (Sarah 

McGuinness) for their portrayals of 
the same woman at different 

stages of her life. Sedgefieldôs 
Richie Parry won Best Actor for his 

very funny portrayal of Jack in 
ñHere I am Girlsò and Terry West 

took the Cameo Award for his brief 

but telling appearance at the end of 

the same production. The Peter 
Young Quaich for Youth was 

awarded to Sedgefield Players 
Youth Section (SPYS) for their 

interpretation of ñStolen Memoriesò 

by Liz Sharp. This production, 
which told the shocking story of 

childhood immigration, where 
children were taken from their 

parents and sent to the colonies, 
losing their identity in the process, 

also won the Costume Award and 
the Adjudicatorôs award for the 

disciplined creativity shown by the 
very young cast.  

 
Runners up, taking the Mayorôs 

Award with ñThe Problemò were 
Richmond Amateur Dramatic 

Society, who also won the Ray Tate 
Award for Endeavour and the Best 

30 Seconds Award for a moment of 
immaculate timing from Kirsty 

Spencer. Other awards went to 
York Rowntree Players, who 

received the award for Most 

Effective Set, and Statement 
Drama Company from 

Scarborough, who won the John 
Walker Memorial Award for 

Technical Presentation. David Irwin 
of Statement won the Best 

Supporting Actor Award and Best 
Supporting Actress was Jackie 

Jones of Masham Players in ñThe 
Last Bread Puddingò, which also 

won the Audience Award.  

With 8 plays from 5 different 

companies and good houses every 
night, the Festival was a 

resounding success. Awards and 
certificates were presented by local 

hero World Spoons Playing 

Champion Bert Draycott, who held 
the audience spellbound at the 

party after the final adjudication 
and presentation of awards. 

Sedgefield Players were delighted 
with the success of their Festival, 

marred only by the failure of the 
Town Council to acquire a licence to 

serve alcohol. Thanks to the 
generosity of a mystery benefactor, 

the audience was treated to a free 
interval glass of wine each evening 

and a delicious buffet completed 
the festivities on the Saturday 

night. Festival Secretary Norma 
Neal was very proud of the 

continuing success of the Festival. 
ñWhen we hit 30 last year, òsaid 

Norma, ñ and were having such 
problems over the future of the 

Hall, I was worried that maybe we 

had reached the end of the line. 
But this year has proved our 

mettle. Sedgefield Players and their 
Festival are still very much alive 

and kicking !ò 

 

Norma Neal  

(Sedgefield Drama Festival 

Secretary;  

Chairman of Sedgefield Players)   


