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Mediaeval Fayre 2025 
SCA is busy with preparations for this 
year’s Fayre and we’re looking forward 
to another bumper year, with some 
new craft stalls and attractions. As 
always, practical help with setting up 
and taking down, with sponsorship 
and tombola donations from local 
organisations, schools, businesses, 
residents and SCA members, makes 
all the difference, in the run up and on 
the day. 

New for this year is Olaf the Ice 
Dragon, with Princess Chardonnay, 
who perfectly match the ‘Dragons & 
Damsels’ children's parade theme. 
There will also be a samba band, to 
add to the excitement! We’re hoping 
again to build on the success of 
recent years, with some real-life 
dragon training!  
Special thanks to Sedgefield Players 
who are providing a breakfast bar 
with sausage and bacon butties & 
hot drinks from 10am to 12:45pm in 
the main hall, and to Sedgefield & 
District Uniformed Services Group 
(SDUSG) who are providing 
afternoon tea, with delicious 
homemade cakes and biscuits from 
1:15pm to 3:30pm. Food service in 
the main hall will be cash only.  
Ceddesfeld Hall bar will be open 
from 11am, with last orders called at 
3:45pm – card and cash payments. 
 

Donate a tombola prize 
All profits from SCA tombola stalls, 
go directly back to the upkeep of 
Ceddesfeld Hall. Please donate a 
tombola prize, (bottle or gift) if you 
can, which may be dropped in to 
Ceddesfeld Hall bar any evening 
(Monday to Friday from 7.30 pm) or 
to a collection box in the foyer, or to 
be collected by contacting one of the 
numbers below. Donations would 
need to be made by Wednesday 14 
May. 
 

Community help needed 
Help on the day remains crucial; to 
carry across, set up, take down and 
carry back gazebos (and weights), 
tables and chairs and to set up the 
performance arena in the middle of 
the green. We’re looking for strong, 
fit people to help between 8am and 
9am and from 4pm to 5:30pm. The 
gazebos are easily erected, best 
done with 4 people, one on each 
corner.  
SCA is delighted that the Mediaeval 
Fayre continues to be an important 
and well attended event for the town, 
its residents as well as the shops 
and businesses. A very small 
management committee organise 
the event, but it is not possible for 
them to put everything out on the 
day – hence this very important and 
necessary plea for help remains. 
Continued on Page 8 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Author inspiration 
 

We do everything we can to promote a lifelong love of reading at 
Sedgefield Community College. We know that reading regularly can have 
enormous benefits for learning and can give a person enormous pleasure for 
the rest of their lives. Linked to World Book Day during the spring term each 
year, we invite an author into school to work with our students. 
 

This year, we were delighted to welcome Dan Smith to the school. Dan is the 
author of enthralling young adult fiction such as ‘Boy X’, ‘The Wall Between Us’ 
and ‘The Dead Soul Project’. All of our students in Y7 and Y8 were able to attend 
a talk from Dan to understand where the inspiration for some of his ideas came 
from…from his days spent at boarding school to the terrifying experience of 
swimming with piranhas! 
 

During the visit, some of our students 
were able to take part in a small 
writing workshop led by Dan. There 
was also an opportunity for students 
to meet Dan during lunchtime and to 
have their books signed and 
dedicated to them by the award-
winning author! 
 

The culture of reading for pleasure 
continues to go from strength to 
strength at SCC. This culture was 
reflected in the many students who 
received a free book as their reward 
for completing all of their reading 
homework set via Sparx Reader last 
half-term. Well done to everyone! 

Building awareness 
 

This half-term has been one of 
celebration and awareness at 
Sedgefield Hardwick as pupils and 
staff marked a range of important 
events including British Science Week, 
Ramadan, World Down Syndrome Day, 
and Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month. 
 

British Science Week saw children 
across the school learning about 
scientists of the past and present and 
how this subject has helped to create 
the world around us. Alongside 
scientific discovery, Sedgefield 
Hardwick pupils further broadened 
their cultural and community 
awareness. During Ramadan, pupils 
learned about the significance of the 
holy month through stories, artwork, 
and thoughtful discussions. 
 

On 26 March, pupils wore odd socks in 
support of World Down Syndrome Day, 
sparking important conversations 
about inclusion and celebrating 
uniqueness. Classrooms were filled 
with discussion and curiosity as 
children shared messages about 
friendship and understanding. On 28 
March, the school also marked 
Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month with 
Think About…Talk About sessions that 
helped children understand the 
experiences of people living with the 
condition. 

Autism Awareness Day came next and 
was marked with a whole school 
assembly, encouraging pupils to come 
together in support of neurodiversity. 
The pupil-led presentation shared an 
exploration of what it means to be 
autistic and how to support friends 
who may experience the world in 
different ways. A Year 4 pupil 
commented, “It’s been really fun 
learning about different people and 
how we can be kind and respectful to 
everyone.” Paul Taylor, Headteacher, 
praised the pupils for their 
enthusiastic participation: “We’re so 
proud of how our children have 
engaged with these celebrations, 
showing curiosity, compassion, and a 
true sense of community.” 

Celebrating our school heritage 
 

Sedgefield Primary School is very proud to celebrate their heritage and 
links with the local community. This well established school site serves our 
pupils well due to our prime location in the heart of our community. 
 

Pupils have been making the most of 
our fabulous surroundings and 
enjoyed taking part in Geography 
fieldwork this term. Our pupils are 
frequently seen accessing the local 
area by making mini learning walks to 
the village green, St Edmund's Church 
and Ceddesfeld Hall. The warmer 
weather has enabled pupils to make 
the most of our fabulous school field 
with its fascinating woodland area. 
 

Key Stage 2 pupils were fascinated by 
the amount of wildlife we surveyed in 
our woodland area recently and many 
pupils said visiting our school field 
was the highlight of their school week. 
 

Many thanks to our supportive parent, Paul Heasman for providing the drone 
shot of our amazing school site to use in our Geography lessons. 

British Science Week Poster Competition 
 

During British Science Week, pupils in Sedgefield Primary were invited to 
enter the British Science Week poster competition. The theme this year was 
‘Change and Adapt’.  
 

Pupils could create a poster showing how plants and animals adapt to changing 
seasons or surroundings, or how humans have adapted to changing technology. 
Alternatively, they could look at climate change and how we can adapt our 
behaviours to protect the environment, or their favourite science experiment and 
how it shows change. 
 

We were delighted with the calibre of entries and asked our School Governor, Dr 
Gill, to judge the posters to decide upon a winner for each year group. This was 
a difficult task as Dr Gill was very impressed by the quality, commitment and 
enthusiasm shown in the many posters. Five of the winners were also chosen to 
enter the official British Science Week Competition. Thank you to everyone who 
entered. We loved seeing your enthusiasm for science! 
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SEDGEFIELD DEVELOPMENT TRUST PROJECT NEWS 

We welcome back Hambleton Hill to the Market for the 
summer. They will have a wide range of fruit and vegetables 
including cauliflowers, bunched carrots, bunched beetroot, 
lettuce, celeriac, potatoes, parsnips, garlic, red cabbage, 
onions, apples and rhubarb. 
 

All our regular traders will be there and we have music from the Sedgefield 
Ukulele Smile Time Band. They will be performing at 10am so come along to 
support them and your local Market. 

Sunday 4 May 
on the Village Green 
8:30am - 12:15pm 

Many thanks to local photographer Caitlin Ally Penning for this beautiful image. 
See durhambirdclub.org.uk for more 
information. 

See durham.gov.uk/hardwickevents 
 for more information. 

https://www.durhambirdclub.org.uk/
https://www.durham.gov.uk/hardwickevents
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STEVE’S NATURE DIARY MAY 2025 

It's that time of the year again, when you can put the lawnmower away, put 
your feet up and see what appears in your own garden. Plantlife’s No Mow 
May is here – let’s give power to the 
flowers! 
 

#NoMowMay is one of the easiest 
ways to help connect with wildlife, and 
the perfect way to start supporting 
nature in your garden (in May and 
beyond!). Join in by letting the 
wildflowers grow and be part of the No 
Mow Movement. It’s super easy to take 
part. No lawn is too small! Even the 
smallest wild patch can provide vital 
food needed by bees and butterflies, 
connecting us with nature and giving 
nature the best start to summer. 
 

Approximately 97% of flower-rich meadows have been lost since the 1930s, 
and with them, vital food and habitats needed by wildlife. But your garden can 
help! A healthy lawn with some longer grass and wildflowers helps to tackle 
pollution, benefits wildlife and can even lock away carbon below the ground. 
 

There are more than 20 million gardens 
in the UK, so even the smallest grassy 
patches can add up and deliver 
enormous gains for nature, people and 
the climate. 
 

No Mow May is the perfect starting 
point for summer and leaving a mix of 
grass lengths in your lawn from May 
and beyond means you’re giving nature 
the boost it deserves. Leading on to 
Let it Bloom June and beyond, this is 
the perfect time to join the 
#NoMowMovement and manage your 
garden for nature all year round. 
 

But how do you increase the diversity of plants in your garden? Here are some 
tips from Plantlife’s wildflower experts to help you create a blooming bonanza! 
 

Avoid using herbicides, fertilizers and moss killers as these are 
detrimental to wildflower species. 
Allow plants time to go to seed before cutting your lawn so they increase 
naturally. 
Remove grass cuttings to prevent nutrient build-up in your lawn which 
might discourage wildflowers to grow. 

 

Visit plantlife.org.uk/campaigns/nomowmay for more information. 

We’re delighted to report that 
attendance at our monthly meeting is 
growing every month. In April, we had 
another 14 visitors, many of whom 
also signed up as members. They 
joined over 60 members to listen to 
Bob Pullen with his enthralling talk 
about the brain and how it governs 
our behaviour and personality. We 
learned that brain cells develop at a 
rate of about 5 million every 5 
minutes during the first trimester of 
pregnancy and that this growth stops 
immediately at birth. There are three 
main parts to the brain, each with 
quite specific responsibilities; if one 
part of the brain is injured, its ‘duties’ 
are lost too. Brain cells cannot repair 
and regrow if damaged in any way 
after birth. We learned that the human 
speech/language centre is held  in 
both hemispheres of the brain in 
women, but only in the left side of 
male brains. Brain power has not 
actually increased since Neolithic 
times; we have merely increased the 
connections between the various cells 
by continually learning and reinforcing 
new activities and knowledge. This is, 
of course, an ethos of the u3a 
movement! 
 

This month, our Lunch Group went to 
The Scruffy Duck in Norton where we 
thoroughly enjoyed another lovely 
meal with lots of chat and laughter. 
We certainly do cover a wide range of 
topics in those couple of hours! 
  

 
The Book Club read Long Island by 
Colm Tóibín. A difficult book which 
several members found frustrating, 
being bewildered by the passivity of 
some of the characters. However, 
everyone enjoyed the wonderful 
lyricism of the prose; the Irish accent 
and voice a strong force throughout 
the book. A score of 7/10 was given. 
 

U3A UPDATE 

The House and Gardens Group spent 
a lovely day in Raby Castle where 
they celebrated many of the women 
who lived there and who influenced 
the lives of so many others, both at 
home and abroad. A visit was also 
made to the magnificent new 
gardens and grounds, the work of 
the current Lord and Lady Barnard. 
 

Check the Events page of our 
website (sedgefield.u3asite.uk/
events) for forthcoming visits, 
visitors, events and activities. The 
Groups page gives more information 
on their activities both current and 
forthcoming. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Friday 2 
May in the Parish Hall from 2pm to 
4pm. If you are retired or semi-
retired, you are very welcome to join 
us. We look forward to meeting you. 
Chris Balfour 

Visits, visitors, events 
and activities in May 
 

2 May Speaker : 
David Williams on  
The Tribulations, 
Trials and Triumphs 
of George 
Stephenson. Really 
pertinent in this 250 
anniversary year of 
the Stockton to 
Darlington Railway. 
 
 

7 May – Science, Technology and 
Industry Group visit to The 
Glasshouse (formerly The Sage) in 
Gateshead. A behind the scenes 
tour of this magnificent music 
performance and rehearsal centre. 
Booking required. 
 

22 May – House and Gardens visit 
to Keswick. Booking required. 
 

See sedgefield.u3asite.uk for 
contact details. 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/campaigns/nomowmay/
https://sedgefield.u3asite.uk/events/
https://sedgefield.u3asite.uk/events/
https://sedgefield.u3asite.uk/
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LETTERS Opinions expressed in Sedgefield News are not 
necessarily those of the publisher. We strive to 
be impartial and independent. We reserve the 
right to edit copy and will not publish letters of 

unknown authorship. 
Please send your contact details with 

correspondence. 

New footpath 
 

Sedgefield in Bloom would 
like to thank everyone 
involved in the planning and 
construction of the new footpath on 
Wykes Close, opposite Sedgefield 
Social Club. We are especially grateful 
to local councillors Chris Lines and 
David Brown, Andrew Coulthard from 
Livin’ and Durham County Council for 
their support and funding of the 
project. 
 

The path has transformed the area, 
which is one of the many green 
spaces in the town tended by 
Sedgefield in Bloom volunteers. It is 
becoming increasingly popular with 
residents and visitors to the locality. 
Marie Etherington 

Stepping down 
 

After much thought and reflection, I have decided not to stand for re-election as 
a Town Councillor. This was not a decision I made lightly, but one I feel is 
necessary under the current circumstances. 
 

Currently, Sedgefield’s Town Councillors, including myself, are not elected by 
the people of Sedgefield but are co-opted when a vacancy arises. At this 
election, although two new people are standing, there will also be two 
councillors stepping down, not including myself. Personally, I believe that until 
the people of Sedgefield can vote directly for their Town Councillors, things will 
not change in a meaningful way. 
 

One of the main issues that pushed me to make this decision is the Town 
Council’s handling of the recent increase in hall hire fees and booking changes. 
I understand the need for price increases, but the way this has been handled is 
deeply concerning. 
 

In 2024, the Council set out a 25% rise in fees for April 2025, followed by further 
25% increase in 2026 and another in 2027 – although the amount has yet to be 
agreed. Despite this, regular users of the hall weren’t informed until January 
2025, just months before the rise. This delayed communication has caused 
significant hardship, with many long-standing groups now having to consider 
leaving due to the unaffordable costs. The Town Council have changed their 
pricing policy so those holding ticketed events are paying more for hall hire. The 
WI often have events where other members are welcome as guests but need to 
pay an additional fee – this is now classed as a ticketed event. The WI have 
been meeting in the hall for over 100 years and members have now reluctantly 
made the decision to leave and meet elsewhere. 
 

To make matters worse, the council has also imposed additional charges for 
storage, with one group being asked to pay £900 for cupboards that they built 
and paid for years ago. The lack of transparency around these price hikes and 
the council’s refusal to provide a breakdown of costs to user groups, about 
running the hall is deeply frustrating. They are also imposing a £25 charge for 
anyone that uses the bar – a charge the Sedgefield Players will also have to pay 
despite finding funding to refurbish it. 
 

The Parish Hall is a vital part of our community and has been used by many 
groups for decades. Yet, many Town Councillors rarely attend events at the hall 
and seem disconnected from the needs of the people who rely on it. I believe 
that if we want to protect and preserve this essential asset, the people of 
Sedgefield must have a say in who 
represents them on the Town Council. 
 

I urge the people of Sedgefield to get 
involved in local governance, 
especially when vacancies arise. We 
need more transparency, more 
community involvement, and more 
Councillors who are truly invested in 
the wellbeing of the people they 
represent. 
 

Together, we can make a difference. 
 

Elizabeth Flanagan 
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ARTS UPDATE with Geoff Millichap  
    sedgefieldartsandevents@outlook.com More local events: 

VE Day Ceilidh, Field & Fodder, 
Bearpark 
A night of dancing and celebration at 
Field & Fodder! A traditional Ceilidh to 
commemorate VE Day. 
8 May, 6pm Adults £15, children £7.50 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ve-day
-ceilidh-and-beacon-tickets-
1290804584259?
aff=ebdsoporgprofile&keep_tld=1. 

There's A Monster In Your Show 
Tom Fletcher’s much-loved Who’s in 
Your Book? series leaps from page to 
stage in this lively new musical! 
Expect laughs, mayhem, and a few 
surprise guests as Little Monster and 
friends come to life.  
21 & 22 May 2025, times vary 
forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk/show/
theres-a-monster-in-your-show/. 
 
Hardwick Festival, Hardwick Hall  
tickets are available for all 3 days 
at Hardwick Live 15-17 August 2025, 
prices vary 
www.hardwickfestival.co.uk. 

Sedgefield Players Update  
As usual the Sedgefield Players are 
not sitting around. On 12 April, they 
held a Roaring 20’s fundraising 
evening. Full of flappers and 
gangsters there were the usual songs, 
dances and poems as well as newly 
written sketches, a radio play and a 
silent film. Thanks go to Christine 
Walker and Meg Edgoose-Clubley for 
pulling together such a great show 
and thanks again to a fantastic 
audience who always step up to the 
mark with their own fabulous 
costumes. 
 

On 4 May, the Players are taking 
‘Shakers’ the play which won the 
preliminary round in March, to the All 
England Theatre Festival Northern 
Area Semi-Final at the Royalty Theatre 
in Sunderland. We are wishing ‘break 
a leg’ to Lucy, Kelsy, Millie and Emily, 
who will do us all proud. 
 

Rehearsals are under way for the June 
production of Sense and Sensibility, 
which involves many of the group. 
This lovely period costume play about 
the loves of Eleanor and Marianne 
Dashwood (Amy Henery and Lucy 
Atkinson). Director Sarah Atkinson 
said, ‘The play has many different 
locations, so on a small stage, I have 
to be creative, but with music between 
scene changes and using the floor of 
the stage, it will be lovely’. 
 

The SPYS are well into their rehearsal 
schedule for their July production of 
The Snow Queen. This is a huge 
undertaking for directors Sarah 
Atkinson and Tom Guest, who also 
writes some music for the play. With 
almost 60 young people it will be a 
spectacular show. 
 

Tickets for the both plays are 
available from Tickety Boo and 
www.ticketsource.co.uk. 
By Sedgefield Players 

Bishop Auckland Music 
Society Update 
The first concert of the season was a 
great success and so we move onto 
our second which features Ewan 
Millar, who is a prominent young 
oboist building a career in the UK.  
Do remember that children are 
welcome to attend free of charge and 
they will have the opportunity to meet 
Ewan). 
 

In 2020 Ewan won the woodwind final 
of BBC Young Musician, advancing to 
the Grand Final, and performing 
Navarro’s “Legacy” concerto with the 
BBC Philharmonic. Since the 
competition he has been selected as 
a Tillett Debut Scheme Artist and 
Countess of Munster Trust Recital 
Scheme Artist, and as such will 
continue performing regular recitals in 
the coming years. As a freelancer, he 
has had the privilege of playing 
principal oboe with the RPO, Aurora 
Orchestra, and Britten Sinfonia. Ewan 
did his undergraduate studies at St. 
Hilda’s College, Oxford, and his 
postgraduate at RAM, receiving firsts 
in both degrees. 
 

The remaining program of BAMS 
dates and artists are listed below and 
as always, the concerts are in the 
lovely setting of Bishop Auckland 
Methodist Church (opposite Bishop 
Auckland General Hospital) each 
starting at 7.30pm: 

Friday 6 June: Lise Vandersmissen 
(triple harp) 
Friday 11 July: Ignas Maknickas 
(solo piano) 
Friday 5 September: Lumas Winds 
(wind quintet) 

 

Full details of all the programmes and 
artists are on our BAMS website: 
bvemv.orpheusweb.co.uk 
By BAMS 

mailto:sedgefieldartsandevents@outlook.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ve-day-ceilidh-and-beacon-tickets-1290804584259?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ve-day-ceilidh-and-beacon-tickets-1290804584259?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ve-day-ceilidh-and-beacon-tickets-1290804584259?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ve-day-ceilidh-and-beacon-tickets-1290804584259?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&keep_tld=1
https://www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk/show/theres-a-monster-in-your-show/
https://www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk/show/theres-a-monster-in-your-show/
http://www.hardwickfestival.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk
https://bvemv.orpheusweb.co.uk
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SPORTS UPDATE with Chris Lines chrisjlines@aol.com 
This sports update mainly focuses on individuals and teams who participate in 
sport in and around Sedgefield. Meanwhile, there are plenty of folk here whose 
main relationship with sport is as supporters, none more so than the many 
passionate football fans. It’s a sport that delivers plenty of highs and lows and 
Sedgefield is home to plenty of followers of all of the North East’s big teams. 
Newcastle United fans are still on a high after the recent cup win, while (at the 
time of writing this!) Middlesbrough supporters are still hoping to join 
Sunderland in the Championship play-offs.  
 

Talking of the latter, the Sedgefield 
branch of the Sunderland Supporters 
Club is celebrating its 50th anniversary. 
Founded by Dennis Frampton, John 
Walker, John Marshall, Norman Jackson, 
Bob Jackson and others, the branch now 
has over 300 members, from Sedgefield, 
Fishburn and the Trimdons, with many 
traveling to home and away games. For 
its 25th anniversary, the branch organised a celebration photo, and did the 
same again recently to mark the 50th. Membership of the branch is £5 per year 
– contact Clive Dent for more information, on 07775 710889 or 
clivedent55@btinternet.com. By the way, I’m also happy to hear from supporter 
groups representing the other North East clubs! 
 

Right, back to the recent local sports action… 

That’s all for this month. 
As always, please send any sports 

news to chrisjlines@aol.com. 

Taekwondo 
It's been a busy start to the year for 
Fishburn Chi Taekwondo at Fishburn 
Youth and Community Centre, with a Kup 
grading (belt promotion) in early March, 
when 16 students were successful in 
obtaining their next level-coloured belts. 
Also, students took part in a British 
Taekwondo sparring competition at 
Newton Aycliffe leisure centre, where Haydem Ali from Sedgefield won a medal 
in his weight category, fighting for the first time. 
 

At the time of writing this, the club is busy practicing for an in house poomsae 
(pattern) competition at the end of April and getting prepared for a 
demonstration at the Mediaeval Fayre, followed by a Taekwondo workshop in 
Ceddesfeld Hall grounds. 
 

Taekwondo is a martial art for everyone and contrary to popular belief, young 
people who study it do not spend their time looking for a chance to show off 
their skills and what they know. Instead, in realising their capabilities, they 
search to avoid conflict at all costs. The serious atmosphere in which classes 
are conducted instils a sense of respect for the art in all students, young and 
old. 
 

Fishburn Chi Taekwondo Club is continuing to grow, with over 40 students now 
meeting every Tuesday and Thursday night, from 6pm to 7:30pm. If interested in 
giving the sport a go, please contact: Mike Britton on 07743455065 or 
07368818372. All instructors are DBS checked and Kukkiwon certified. 

Squash 
The 2024/25 Durham & 
Cleveland League season turned out 
to be one of the most successful ever 
for the senior teams at Sedgefield 
Squash Club. The 1st team started 
the last round of matches top of their 
division by one point. After some 
dramatic twists and turns during the 
final evening’s matches, the team 
finished in second place by just a 
point to Yarm. Meanwhile, the 2nd 
team finished runners up in Division 2, 
securing promotion to the top division 
next season. The club is looking 
forward to the fierce competition, 
rivalry and banter between its two 
teams in the top division.  
 

The 3rd team led Division 3 virtually 
from day one and comfortably 
finished champions. And the 4th team 
was again involved in a dramatic last 
match, having to secure 10 points 
against Darlington to win Division 4. 
They delivered on this challenge, 
securing top spot, and promotion for 
next season. The 5th team used 19 
players across the season, giving 
opportunities to introduce players to 
compete in the league. They achieved 
some memorable results. 
 

Sedgefield’s ladies’ team, by their high 
standards, had an average season, 
finishing fourth in the Ladies Division. 
This is still a great achievement, given 
some of the larger clubs in the area 
are not able to field a ladies’ team at 
all.  
 

Congratulations to the team captains, 
all of the players, and other volunteers 
and spectators who have combined 
to make this happen.  
 

The Sedgefield Squash Club 
Championships will take place from 
the end of April, with the finals being 
held on 8 and 9 May.  
 

A reminder to all members that the 
club is holding its AGM in the 
Swinhoe Room at Ceddesfeld Hall on 
Monday 19 May at 7:45pm. 
 
 

Boccia 
Last month’s update 
included a photo of Sedgefield boccia 
star Lee Maddison, but there wasn’t 
room for more details. The image was 
taken in Antrim, Northern Ireland, 
where Lee was competing in the UK 
four nations competition. He won 
every game convincingly until the final 
match, which he lost by a narrow 
margin. In securing second place, Lee 
brought home another trophy. Lee 
was again grateful to his ramp 
assistant Chris Foster for his hard 
work. 

Cricket 
Easter weekend saw the local 2025 cricket season get underway, and 
Sedgefield Cricket Club’s senior 1st and 2nd  XI teams went through the 
first round of fixtures unbeaten after drawing their opening games. Throughout 
the season, senior home matches are now being live streamed online - to follow 
the action on your device, go to www.youtube.com/
@SedgefieldCricketClubLive.  
 

May sees the club's junior sides begin their campaigns, along with The Winkers, 
who are once again targeting cricket and bar domination in the North East 
Social Cricket League. 
 

With the club bar now open every evening and all day at the weekend, showing 
all major televised sport, Sedgefield Cricket Club is looking forward to 
welcoming many residents over the summer. The club is open to both members 
and non-members, but if you are interested in a discount on your drinks prices, 
membership costs only £16 for 2025. 

Bowls 
The Fishburn Bowls Club green is now open for the summer and residents are 
welcome to pop along and try the sport. The club is keen to attract new 
members. To find out more, contact Dave Sayers on 07970 629013. 

mailto:chrisjlines@aol.com
mailto:clivedent55@btinternet.com
mailto:chrisjlines@aol.com
http://www.youtube.com/@SedgefieldCricketClubLive
http://www.youtube.com/@SedgefieldCricketClubLive
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Caravan  
Storage  

 

Safe secure site with electronic gate & security 
cameras near Sedgefield/Fishburn. Large plots, 
hard standings, extra wide roads, good access.  

Exit close to A1/A19 

Please contact 07974 728 307 

CEDDESFELD HALL 

LS DECORATORS 
 

For Quality and Service  
 All Internal and External  

Work Undertaken  
 

For a free estimate, 
call Liam on  

 

07508 284 164 

 
 
 

Michelle Quigley 
07807 989 037 
Learn with a female  

     driving instructor.  
Call to discuss prices and special deals. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bespoke British millinery  
hat hire prices from £65 

 

Why not have a bespoke British  
hand-made hat? We can match any hat, 
fascinator, and halo band to your outfit.  
Choose from a range of fabrics, styles, 

feathers and flowers. 
 

Have a look at our Instagram and  
Facebook page for styles of work we do... 

 

If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to call 01740 495586. 

 
The Old Smithy, Cross Street, TS21 2AH  

 

www.hatsbydaisy.co.uk  

Continued from Page 1 
If possible, please leave the car at 
home or use the car parks on the 
outskirts of town. Parking on the 
day, specially near the centre of 
town is very restricted. 
If you (your friends, team, 
colleagues) can help, please do get 
in touch soon. Contact 
info@sedgefieldsca.org.uk or 
telephone Tony & Sarah on 01740 
622185, John on 01740 620042 or 
Maggie on 07970 761844. 
 

Special Note: SCA Annual AGM will be held at Ceddesfeld Hall on Thursday 19 
June at 8pm. All welcome – do come long to get involved.  
 

For more information on Ceddesfeld Hall events, regular activities, room hire 
and bar opening times, contact Wendy on 01740 620206, Pat on 01740 
620607, John on 01740 620042, Sarah on 01740 622185 or visit our website 
www.sedgefieldsca.org.uk or Facebook Ceddesfeld Hall ’Home of SCA' for 
updates. Contact SCA via email: info@sedgefieldsca.org.uk. 

Clothes Throw 
 

The Big Slimming World Clothes Throw with Cancer Research UK is an annual 
event that takes place in Slimming World groups across the UK. It sees 
members donating good quality clothes, shoes, and accessories that no longer 
fit – and they’re confident they will never need again. 
 

Slimming World members in Newton 
Aycliffe and Sedgefield have raised 
£3,300 for Cancer Research UK by 
donating the clothes they’ve slimmed 
out of to the charity’s shops. 
  

Slimming World Consultant Sam 
Hudson, who runs the groups, says 
she’s proud of how her members 
came together to support the charity, 
as well as to celebrate how far 
they’ve come on their own weight 
loss journeys. 
 

“Being overweight doesn’t necessarily 
mean that a person will develop 
cancer, but we know that losing 
weight and maintaining a healthy 
weight can help prevent a number of 
health conditions, including some 
types of cancer. I’m proud to host 
The Big Slimming World Clothes 
Throw at my Slimming World group 
to help Cancer Research UK continue 
its vital work.” 

 

The Sedgefield Slimming World group is held at Sedgefield Methodist Church 
every Tuesday. For more information or to join Sam’s group either pop along or 
call her on 07970 451284. 

http://www.hatsbydaisy.co.uk/
http://www.sedgefieldsca.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Ceddesfeld
mailto:info@sedgefieldsca.org.uk
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A Family Practice Serving County 
Durham and Surrounding Areas  

Since 1997  
 

Locations: Durham & Sedgefield  
 

SERVICES 
 Chiropractic | Chinese Acupuncture 

| Remedial & Sports Massage |  
| Shockwave Therapy |  
Diagnostic Ultrasound 

 
 

Sedgefield: 01740 669084 
Durham: 0191 3757600 

  

www.durhamchiropractic.co.uk  

Your Local Independent Optician 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4 Front Street, Sedgefield 
 

01740 582060 
www.cooperandbarr.co.uk 

sedgefield@cooperandbarr.co.uk 

 

01740 620 255 
7 High Street, Sedgefield 

HOUSE SALES & PURCHASES 
REMORTGAGES 

WILLS & PROBATE 
POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

MENTAL HEALTH 
FAMILY & CHILDREN  

 

YOUR LOCAL  
LEGAL EXPERTS 

      FREELANCE  
      HAIRDRESSER 

            based in Sedgefield 
 

For quality one-to-one hairdressing in the 
comfort of your own home 

With over 40 years experience, I can offer a full 
range of hairdressing for ladies, gents and 

children of all ages—seniors discounts 
Appointments available daytime, teatime and evening 

 
 

Call VENITA: 07774 921 986 

FULLY INSURED - READY - RELIABLE  
REASONABLE 

 
 
 

 

  07407 218516  
 

www.southdurhamremovals.co.uk 

 

adverts 

@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk 

SELLING YOUR HOME? 
 

CONTACT OUR GROUP MANAGING 
DIRECTOR AND SEDGEFIELD RESIDENT 

ADELE WRIGHT 
 

Tel: 01740 498114 
E-mail: adele.wright@holbrookandco.co.uk 

Branches spanning North Yorkshire,  
Co. Durham, Tyne & Wear and  

Northumberland 

 

Your New Local Taxi Company 
with Wheelchair Accessible Taxis  

based in Stockton-on-Tees 

Reliable and friendly  
door-to-door transport service 

Individuals or groups 

01642 917581 

contact@wheelicabs.co.uk 
www.wheelicabs.co.uk 

Sedgefield News is produced and 
delivered by volunteers to over 3,250 

homes, businesses and public or 
community locations in the area. 

Advertising helps make this happen. 
Thank you to all our advertisers. 

 

located in Wynyard 07734 297889 
Beautybarbylivda    

liv dalton    

http://www.durhamchiropractic.co.uk
mailto:contact@wheelicabs.co.uk
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Corner Electrics  
Need a small job doing?  

Quick response to all your needs 
LIGHTS * FAULTS * REPAIRS  

Domestic & Commercial Services 
 

Call Jim on 07725 205 172  
or 01740 239 858  

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Paul Jackson Builders 
From Plans to Completion 

For ALL Your Building Work  

Call for FREE QUOTE  

Tel: 01429 883 347 
Mobile: 07904 812 028 

 

PROUDMAN 
PLASTERING LTD 

 

Lime Plaster/Render  
Specialist  

 

 ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING 

2 coat solid plastering and coving 
Clean, professional service 

25+ years experience 
 

Contact for a free estimate: 
07908 144754  

or email: 
proudmanplastering@hotmail.com 

 

British Gypsum Certified Plasterer 

 

Carpenter & Joiner 
General Builder 
 

N. J. Burchett 
 
 

 

Doors, kitchens,  
stairs, windows. 
 

Specialist in box frames and  
sash replacements & 
renovations.  
 

All building and joinery work 
undertaken. 
 

Call Norman on  
 

01740 622721 
07768203505 

Ian D Vickers  
Extensions * Alterations * Kitchens 

Bathrooms * Landscaping 

BUILDING SERVICES  
47 Winterton Avenue, Sedgefield  

07837 897098 / 01740 238731 
 

Email ianvickers86@gmail.com  

G. MCKENNA  
BUILDING SERVICES LTD. 

 

Builders Barn,  

44a West End, Sedgefield  

For a professional service with over 

35 years service. All your building & 

home improvement needs  

Specialists in extensions, self build, 

barn conversions, loft conversions 

and listed building works  

All aspects of joinery and internal 

remodelling 

Please contact us for a free quote: 

Call 07903 923130 or email 

gmbuildingservicesltd@gmail.com 

 

Winterton Gas &  
Plumbing Services 

Sedgefield based Servicing Specialist 
 
 

Boiler Installations & Repairs :  
Fires : Cookers & Hobs : Meters : 
Combustion Performance  

Analysis : Landlord Certificates   
    

Call  07908 614 582 
523788 

NC Plumbing Services 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

From drip to full bathroom re-fit 
Free estimates - All work guaranteed 

Out of hours call out available 

Call Neil on 01740 474045  
Mobile: 07882233219 

Bathrooms, radiators, towel rails, central 
heating problems, garden taps, washing  
machines, dishwashers, kitchen sinks ... 

 

Any questions or queries about 
advertising in Sedgefield News — 

please e-mail 
adverts@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk  

All types of electrical, plumbing and heating work carried 

out Landlord certificates, installations, service and repairs 

Electrical, Gas and Plumbing Services 

Gas and Plumbing 
Call Jon 07529 224490 
 

Electrical 
Call Richard 07496 677051 

 

 

adverts@ 

sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk  

mailto:ianvickers86@gmail.com
mailto:gmbuildingservicesltd@gmail.com
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Factory Carpets  
& Laminates 

Quality flooring at discount prices 
   

Over 400 rolls of carpet & cushion-floor in 
stock. A selection of laminate flooring with 

fitting service.  
Full range of rugs and beds in store:  

Free delivery on all purchases 
Free estimates & home pattern service  

 

We can beat any genuine quote!! 
  

24 Front Street South,  
Trimdon Village, TS29 6LZ  

 

Phone: 01429 880220 

EAST DURHAM 
Tree and Garden Services 

Tree removal/reduction. Stump Grinding. 
Hedge removal/reduction. Turfing. Fencing 
Regular grass cutting. Garden maintenance 

Professional advice & service 
All tree works carried out to BS 3998 

Call Darryl at  01429 599723  
or  07833978801  

www.edtgs.co.uk   

south durham  
gardening services                     
 

for all your gardening needs 
 

free estimates 
no job too small 
local, reliable service 
 

01740 654 237 

07929 173 942 

AW Tree Care  
Time Served Royal Horticultural Society  

Arborist 
Tree & Hedge Professionals  

All Aspects of Tree Work                     
Felling, Dismantling & Pruning               

Hedge Cutting                                    
Emergency Call Outs                                   

 Site & Garden Clearance  
Stump Removal & Grinding  

Conservation & Habitat Work   
Woodland Management  

Tree Inspections and Reports 
 

Sedgefield Based 
 

 
 

01740 620216 / 07544 802 052 
 www.awtreecare.co.uk  

 

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb,.  
SOC Arb   Fully Insured &  
Professionally trained  

Gutter Cleaning  
Gutters and downpipes cleaned 

using vacuum system.  

No ladders. On-board camera. 

Soffits, fascias and  

conservatories cleaned.  

Gutters repaired and renewed. 

 07519 376870 (Local) 

 
 

Juniper Groundworks 
for all aspects of  

groundworks and more 

− Driveways 
− Patios 
− Porcelain 
− Landscaping 
− Drainage 
− Fencing 
− Etc. 

Call Benjamin for a free quotation: 
07496 132 907 

See our work on 
Instagram and Facebook:  

@ junipergroundwork 
 @ Juniper groundwork 

Ferryhill Roofing Contractors 
 

For all types of roofing, including 
flat roofing, guttering, fascias and 

soffits. Free estimates. 
Over 30 years working locally.  

Call Trev on  
 

01388 420 152  
or 07887 886 558 

Paul Watson Roofing 
 

Sedgefield Based Local Roofer  

All roofing work undertaken.  

Felting, Slating, Tiling, Leadwork,  

Dry Verge and Ridge, Skylights, 
UPVC Fascias, Soffits, Guttering,  

GRP rubber roofing & more.  
 

Over 25 years experience.  

All work guaranteed.  

Facebook - Paul Watson Roofing   
 

For an honest quote call  

07881 538165   

 
 

LB Carpets and Flooring 
 

Supply and fitting services  
for carpets, Lino, laminate and LVT 

Free estimates available 
Home sampling services 

 

Contact Liam on 07944 971176 
 

                         Find us on Facebook 

L M Windows 
 

Windows, Doors, Composite Doors,  
Bow Conversions, Patio/French doors, 

Window & door repairs, Fascias, Soffits.   
 

Certass Registered, full insurance 
backed guarantee and Mtc Registered.  

 

    Call Lee on 07720 391002 or   
     01740 623323 

www.lmwindows.co.uk 

Valeting and Detailing Service 

07498199684 
 

www.waxapedetailing.com 

waxapedetailing@gmail.com  

-Full Valets  

-Deep Cleans  

-Ceramic Coatings 

-Machine Polishing 

-Paint Correction 

-Fully Insured 

-Mobile Service 

  More info: 07545133544 
 

  yourvisionkitchens@outlook.com 

Bespoke Kitchens, Tailored to Perfection 

 

* Free design 
   service 
 

* Finance options 
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Sedgefield News is printed by The Print Factory: 01429 264777 

DIARY & EVENTS 
 

Please send information to diary.sedgefieldnews@gmail.com 

May 2025 

For more details about these events, 
go to sedgefieldweb.co.uk. 

Friday 2 Sedgefield and District U3A, Sedgefield Parish Hall, 2pm. A 
talk by David Williams on George Stephenson.  
Visitors are welcome, suggested donation of £3. 

 Sedgefield Memory Café Coffee Morning, Sedgefield Parish 
Hall, 10:30am-12pm. Everyone welcome.  

Saturday 3 Friendly Fixers, Fishburn Youth and Community Centre, 
10:30am to 12:30pm. Repair café. 

Sunday 4 Sedgefield Farmers Market, Village Green, 8:30-12:15pm. 

Tuesday 6 Mordon and Bradbury Open Mic Night, Bradbury Village Hall, 
7:30pm-10pm. £3 performers, £5 non-performers on the 
door. Bring your own drinks and nibbles.  

Wednesday 7 Sedgefield WI AGM, Sedgefield Parish Hall, 7:15pm. The 
members’ competition is “a photo frame (including photo)”.  
Visitors welcome, £4 donation. 

Friday 9 Chapel Choir of University College, Durham, St. Edmund’s 
Church, 7pm. See poster on page 5 for details.  

 Inner Wheel Club of Sedgefield Coffee Morning, Sedgefield 
Parish Hall, 10am-11:45am. A police officer will give a short 
talk on scams and frauds. Proceeds to Cancer Research. 

Saturday 10 Christian Aid Coffee Morning, Sedgefield Methodist Church, 
10am-11:30am.  

 Sedgefield Rock & Blues Club, Sedgefield Parish Hall, Doors 
6:45pm. Sean Webster Band & Russ Tippins Electric Band.  

Tuesday 13 Sedgefield Town Council Annual Town Meeting, Sedgefield 
Parish Hall 

Friday 16 Ferryhill, Sedgefield and District Flower Club Coffee 
Morning, Sedgefield Parish Hall, 10am-11:30am. Cake stall 
and raffle. All welcome—please come along and join us. 

Tuesday 20 Sedgefield Memory Café, Sedgefield Methodist Hall, 
10:30am to 12pm. For those living with dementia and carers. 

 Ferryhill, Sedgefield and District Flower Club, Sedgefield 
Parish Hall, 7:15pm. Demonstration by Kathleen Williams, 
“Seasonal Influences”. Members free, guests £5 donation. 

Friday 30 Sedgefield District Uniformed Services Group coffee 
morning, Sedgefield Parish Hall, 10am.  

Sedgefield Library  
Events at the library include a craft 
group, book circles, a Lego drop in 
and a digital support drop in – see  
durham.gov.uk/sedgefieldlibrary for 
more information. 

parkrun 
Every Saturday at 9am there 
is a free, 5km timed run at Hardwick 
Park. Register at parkrun.org.uk. All 
welcome as volunteers, walkers or 
runners. 

One Step Forward 
A bereavement support group runs  
every Thursday afternoon between 
2pm and 4pm at St. Edmund’s 
Church. Everyone is welcome - of all 
faiths or none. For details contact 
Sue on 07779 093386. 

Junior parkrun 
A free 2km run for 4-14 
year olds, meeting at the back of the 
visitor’s centre at Hardwick Park 
every Sunday. We welcome 
volunteers including those doing 
their Duke of Edinburgh awards. 
Register at parkrun.org.uk. 

Saffire Shares Club 
Are you interested in stocks and 
shares? Do you have a good idea for 
making a profit? If so, come and join 
our informal group. 
Sedgefield Saffire Investment Club 
are looking for new members. We 
meet on the 4th Monday of every 
month at 8pm in Sedgefield Social 
Club. Contact Rob on 07889 364567 
for more details or come along. 
All welcome, next meeting is 19 May 
(due to the Bank Holiday). 

Sedgefield Baby & Toddler Group 
Methodist Church on Mondays from 

9:30am to 11am. 
 

Little Movers  
Fletcher Room, Sedgefield Parish 
Hall every Thursday from 10am. 

 

Railway Society 
Every Wednesday evening from 

7:30pm to 10pm at Ceddesfeld Hall. 
 

Sedgefield Social Club  
Singer fortnightly, see “Sedgefield 
Social Club Official” on Facebook. 

 

Sedgefield Carpet Bowls 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons  

from 1pm to 4pm in Ceddesfeld Hall. 
  

Pop-in Club at Ceddesfeld Hall 
Tuesdays 9:30am-12pm 

Wednesdays 10am-12:30pm 
Thursdays 1pm-3:30pm 

 

Speed Quiz at Hardwick Arms 
Every Thursday at 8pm in the 

Hardwick Lounge Bar. 
 

Quiz at The Dun Cow 
Every Monday at 8:30pm, hosted by 
the Sedgefield Mayor, Peter Hinde. 

 

Durham Bird Club is 50 
On Sunday 11 May, Durham Bird 

Club are celebrating their 50th year. 
See Page 3 for event details. 

 

Passport to Nature, Bat Walk 
Evening bat walk, Hardwick Park. 
Friday 13 June 2025, 8pm-10pm. 

See Page 3 for event details. 
 

From Loft to Loved Craft Groups 
Every Wednesday  

(10am-12pm, 2pm-4pm, 5pm-7pm, 
7pm-9pm). 

Sewing groups every Thursday 
(10am-12pm, 12:30pm-2:30pm). 
Places need to be pre-booked.  

Visit us or call on 07833 226676. 

mailto:diary.sedgefieldnews@gmail.com
https://www.sedgefieldweb.co.uk/events.html
https://www.durham.gov.uk/sedgefieldlibrary
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/

