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#ShroveTuesday  
In #Sedgefield it's about a 
ball  
Stephen Curryôs brilliant 1995 
photo went viral on Twitter! 

Next news deadline Monday 16th March  
News & adverts: sedgefieldnews@hotmail.com   
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Diary: eventssedgefieldnews@outlook.co.uk  

Sport: chrisjlines@aol.com    

Development Trust looks to the future  
¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ {ŜŘƎŜŦƛŜƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ !Da Ƴŀȅ 
have been down to the attraction of the venue ς the Old Court Room 
in the Manor House ς or maybe it was simply that the last year has 
been a busy one. Most probably a little of both. 

¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƴŜǿ 
volunteers had  enabled the Trust to pursue two new projects. That 
extra capacity has helped it to become the only community led 
organisation in the country to join the Big Community Switch to get 
better gas and electricity prices for our residents; other areas 
participating are led by local Councils. The success of Sedgefield Energy 
Switch, as we call our initiative, has been beyond our most optimistic 
dreams. We have far higher sign up rates and acceptance rates of the 
offers made than anywhere else and we saved around £26,000 for our 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ōŀƴƪ 
account or purse right now!  

New volunteers also enabled the Trust to take over leadership of 
{ŜŘƎŜŦƛŜƭŘ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ƛǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 
it currently offers as many stalls as it did at its historical best as well as 
offering customers a broader range of local produce.  

The year also saw big steps forward in the use of social media to keep 
residents and followers far and wide, up to date and involved. Both 
{ŜŘƎŜŦƛŜƭŘ bŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜŘƎŜŦƛŜƭŘ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ 
Twitter and Facebook.  Other projects, including the News and 
SedgefieldWeb, continue successfully and our latest initiative, Sew 
Easy, will be on a community stall at the market on March 1st. 

Perhaps as a reflection of the extra projects we have been able to 
drive, the AGM agreed to the election of two more Directors and 
Trustees; they are Sandy Clubley and Olwen Downs. The Trust, 
however would still like one or two more volunteers to help with 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ {ŜŘƎŜŦƛŜƭŘ bŜǿǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ŏŀƴ 
be read at www.sedgefieldweb.co.uk 

View from the office  
Sports editor, Chris Lines caught the beginning of this yearôs game 

Love gardening? Come & join us!  
Pictured below are Nancy Wells, Suzanne Hopper, 

Chair, John Nicholls & demonstrator, Adam Prest  

at Sedgefield Garden Club. Article on page 2  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ShroveTuesday?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Sedgefield?src=hash
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It has been almost 2 years since the 
squash club started its project to extend 
its facility by building a 3rd court, but a 
significant milestone has now been 
achieved, with planning permission 
granted by Durham County Council. The 
planning process took far longer than 
originally expected and the club had to 
explore a number of different building 
designs in order to minimise impact to 
the grounds and trees behind 
Ceddesfeld Hall.  
The new court will now be constructed 
at the front of the existing building, 
designs have been drawn up, and it is 
hoped that works will commence over 
the next few months once a contractor 
has been appointed.   
The club and committee are hugely 
excited by the prospect of extending 
the building, which will enable more 
squash or racketball opportunities to 
both members and the wider 
community.  
The club is also keen to engage with any 
community groups who may like some 
ŦǊŜŜ ǎǉǳŀǎƘ ƻǊ ǊŀŎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ άǘŀǎǘŜǊέ 
sessions putting on. Club Chairman, 
DƻǊŘƻƴ tŜŘŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ 
community to enjoy our fantastic 
facility and for it to cater for old & 
young, beginners & advanced alike, so if 
you are interested in trying out either 
sport (or even getting back into it), 
please get in touch via our website, 
www.sedgefieldsquashclub.co.uk. 

Exciting times ahead at Sedgefield Squash Club  

Are you a Rhododendron or a Rose? Witch Hazel or 
Hellebore? Sedgefield Gardening Club aims to discover more!  

English countryside and gardens, natural, flowing and inspirational. Each season 
brings its wondrous joy to our mind and soul. We meet at the beautiful and iconic 
Ceddesfeld Hall on the first Tuesday of the month, and meetings are fun and informal 
with presentations on a variety of garden related topics by exciting guest speakers.  
The AGM is in March and the first presentation of the year is by Adam Prest on 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ тǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭΦ LǘΩǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜȄǳōŜǊŀƴǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΗ  Adam is inviting 
members and guests to bring unusual, fun or challenging containers that he can fill 
with flowers!   
In July we will visit the wonderfully exciting gardens of Martin and Jill Fish at Thirsk. 
Martin is an RHS judge, well known broadcaster and consultant to the Harrogate 
Flower Show.   
Gardening Club annual membership is available to members of the SCA for just £2 
and admission to the April presentation with Adam is £3 for members, £4 for non 
members. 7pm for 7.30pm prompt start. Join us and share our passion and 
enthusiasm for nature! 

Church Anniversary  
New Generation Church started with 28 
people in February 2011 and began 
holding services in Sedgefield in May of 
that year. It has steadily grown and with 
a membership approaching 100, has 
now celebrated its fourth anniversary.   
With services held every Sunday 
morning in the Parish Hall (occasionally 
in the Community College) the church 
attracts people from Sedgefield and 
surrounding area. The congregation is 
made up of all ages with an impressive 
number of young people. 
¢ƘŜƛǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ψ.ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
IŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ aƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ tŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ ¢ƻ tŀǎǘƻǊǎ 
Aaron and Maria Chaudhary, the 
Christian message is timeless but its 
methods need to be relevant. So the 
welcome to church is warm and friendly 
and services start with a modern and 
contemporary songs led by singers and 
ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
place on a much bigger stage and 
presented with the use of multi media. 

This is followed by a message that is relevant and encouraging.  The church caters for 
ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ψ[ŜŀǊƴ !ōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ hƴ 
¢ƘŜƛǊ [ŜǾŜƭΩ ōȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ YƛŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ - a full programme designed with children in 
mind and led by a dedicated team. Youth get together every fortnight for an event 
called Catalyst and Ignite caters for those from year six to eleven. 
Members meet fortnightly for social gatherings - Connect Groups, where  friendships 
can be created, amid a growing sense of community.  
¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Yƛƭƻ ƻŦ YƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŦƻƻŘ 
hampers and clothing for those facing difficult times.  NGC is certainly having an 
impact, with numerous stories of people helped; it aims to double in the next year. 
We warmly invite visitors to our Sunday services. Please refer to page 6 for details. 
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Steveôs Nature Diary 
Now is the time to look for signs of spring. Snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis), one of the 
earliest woodland flowers, presents pendulous blooms, often distributed in masses 
over damp woodland floors. They are quite spectacular and visiting a garden full of 
snowdrops is really breath taking. Although regarded by many as a wildflower, 
snowdrops were not recorded growing wild in the UK until the 1770s. You can 
recognise a wild snowdrop with its strap like, blue green leaves, drooping white 
flowers with the inner segments having a green patch towards the tip and only one 
flower per stem. Anything else is a cultivated variety with over a thousand available 
for you gardeners to buy. A snowdrop plant may be said to look like three drops of 
milk hanging from a stem. This accounts for the Latin name Galanthus, meaning "milk 
ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎέΦ  
Along with snowdrops, crocuses and winter aconites come into flower this month, 
and if the weather stays mild, emerging bumblebee queens, honeybees and early 
solitary bees will take advantage of early spring flowers, foraging for much needed 
nectar and pollen. Early flowering crocuses are particularly loved by bumblebee 
queens, often starving after their long hibernation (some have been asleep since last 
summer and need all the nectar they can get). A big patch of crocus flowers in a 
sunny corner will help a lot. Bumblebees rely on different flowers for food 
throughout the year.  ¢ƘŜ .ŜŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ōŜŜƪƛƴŘΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ  
gardeners to think about bees. Visit http://beekind.bumblebeeconservation.org/ and 
use the Beekind tool to discover whether the flowers in your garden are bee-friendly. 
Once you know how your garden scores, it recommends some other flowers that you 
may want to plant ς to really get your garden buzzing! 
 

Motherôs Day at St. Edmundôs Church  
CƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ нлǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ 
occasion to acknowledge the role that Mothers and women have in our society. 
However, the tradition goes back to the sixteenth century, when people returned to 
their mother church, the main church or cathedral of the area, for a service held on 
Laetare Sunday.  
In later times, Mothering Sunday became a day when domestic servants were given a 
day off to visit their mother church, usually with their own mothers and other family 
members. It was often the only time that whole families could gather together, since 
on other days they were prevented by conflicting working hours, and servants were 
not given free days on other occasions. Eventually, the religious tradition evolved into 
the Mothering Sunday secular tradition of giving gifts to mothers. 
We hope that you will join us on 15th March. Full details are on page 6.  

Salon Quality 
Hairdressing  

in the comfort of your own home,  
for Ladies, Gents & Children;  

Special rate for Senior Citizens - and  
Family Bookings give Great Discounts!  

 

Teatime/Evening appointments available 
 

Holiday Styling, Cut & Blow Dry,  
Perms, Put -ups,  Colours.  

Over 25 years experience but with 

young ideas!  Call Venita on  

07774 921 986  

Natalie Bowes 
Hairdressing  
Talented Stylists &  

Beauty Therapist with 
many years experience  

Call 01740 622525   
 

New salon open at  
12 Chaytor Terrace, Fishburn 

Ceddesfeld Hall  
Home of Sedgefield  
Community Association (SCA) 

.ǳǊƴǎΩ {ǳǇǇŜǊΥ ! ǾŜǊȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
celebration! 
On Saturday 24th January, 62 guests 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ΨwŀōōƛŜ 
.ǳǊƴǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘ ŘŀǘŜΣ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
meal; scotch broth, haggis, neeps and 
tatties, braised beef and cranachan. 
Bruce Cunningham dramatically 
addressed the haggis, Phil Broomhead 
led the Toast to the Immortal Memory, 
while John Robinson toasted the lassies 
and Sue Broomhead delivered a robust 
but feminine response.  Ian Sutherland 
declaimed some fine examples of the 
ōŀǊŘΩǎ ŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 9ǇƛǘŀǇƘ ǘƻ ŀ CǊƛŜƴŘΣ 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aǳƛǊ ŀƴŘ ! aŀƴΩǎ ŀ aŀƴ ŦƻǊ 
ŀΩǘƘŀǘΦ tŀǳƭ /ƻƻƪΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǇŜǊΣ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ 
intervals throughout. The evening 
concluded with Auld Lang Syne and all 
ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ΨƘŀǎǘŜ ȅŜ ōŀŎƪΩΦ ! ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ 
was had by all.  
Are the long winter nights getting you 
down? ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ΨŎǊŀŦǘȅΩ 
person and enjoy activities such as 
sewing, knitting, crochet and 
embroidery, as well as meeting new 
friends and learning new skills, please 
come along to the SCA Craft Club, in the 
Swinhoe Room every 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday from 7.30pm to 10 pm. Please 
contact Jean on 620656 for further 
details. And for more information on 
any SCA activities, contact  
Wendy on 01740 620206,  
Pat on 01740 620607 or visit our 
website on www.sedgefieldsca.org.uk 

Sedgefield Out of School Fun Club  
 Casual Workers needed to cover 7.45 ï 9am & 3 ï 6pm  

Level 3 childcare qualification or experience of working with children an advantage. 

For information contact Sue Bell, 01740 623565 or send CV to Sedgefield Out of 
School Fun Club, Rectory Row Sedgefield TS21 2BJ; email as below.  

 

School Holiday Care, 8am ï 6pm 
Affordable, flexible, friendly care for children aged 3-14 years in Sedgefield and 

surrounding areas. Planned adult lead activities for your child to join in with or they can 
choose from a wide range of activities both indoors and out for a fun filled day.   
To book please call 01740 623565 or email sedgefieldfunclub@tiscali.co.uk  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother_church#Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetare_Sunday
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We commenced this project in September 2013 and here we are in February 2015 
with an almost complete document, prior to its submission to Durham County Coun-
cil, where it will hopefully proceed through independent inspection, community ref-
erendum and approval. So far we calculate that the team has invested over 3500 vol-
untary hours into the project, which represents our strong commitment to produce a 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŜŘƎŜŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ 
spaces by controlling development till 2030; it also represents a considerable cost 
saving on professional fees. 
It has been crucial to the project that we have kept the community engaged with our 
work, and we have been pleased with the commitment you have made to our public 
meetings, our surveys and questionnaires that have produced many lively discus-
sions, suggestions and good ideas that we have used to develop our assertions and 
ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŜ-ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŘǊŀŦǘΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ 
page of The Sedgefield Plan website www.thesedgefieldplan.co.uk . Do have a look at 
the site; it is full of information that you may find interesting. 
As you can imagine we have amassed a very large amount of correspondence, notes 
and minutes of meetings, maps and guidance manuals and a number of approved 
plans produced by other communities around the country that have been useful in 
our work. All of this has been digitised in an archive and evidence database that will 
eventually be available in the town council archives. 
It is a shame that the impetus that the plan has created as it moves to inspection will 
be disrupted by the general election in May; as many of you will know, the dreaded 
ΨǇǳǊŘŀƘΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŀƭǘΦ Lǘ ŎƻƳπ
mences on March 31st, so we believe that although we will keep the pressure on it is 
unlikely that we will know the outcome of our inspection before mid-summer.  We 
will keep you informed of events 
The Sedgefield Plan steering group, February 2015 
 

Final Forum Jottings  
The Forum met on January 5th. Unfortunately no volunteers have come forward to 
take on the running of the group so it was agreed that the Forum be closed down.  
In line with the requirements of the constitution any remaining funds after payment 
of outstanding bills (it will be less than £100) will be passed to an appropriate other 
group, it was agreed that this should be the Neighbourhood Plan group as that work 
is in the interests of the residents and community.  
The Forum has been greatly valued by residents and it is sad that facility for open 
discussion, support and action will no longer be there. It has been suggested that 
residents should attend the Neighbourhood Watch Group (NHW) as an alternative 
since the PACT meeting (Police and Communities Together) takes place there and PC 
Todd has said he can help and advice residents on many issues and 'point them in the 
right direction'. The next NHW and PACT meetings take place at 7.00pm on Tuesday 
10th February, try to get along and see what is there. 
If at any point in the future someone would like to re-ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǿŜ 
do have a constitution that could be used as an example for a new group if anyone is 
interested at any time get in touch with the Town Council or Development Trust. 
Of course residents can attend Town Council meetings and can put forward issues etc 
at the point where Public Participation is shown on the agenda. There is obviously 
not the opportunity for lengthy discussion and debate at those meetings as we had at 
the Forum but again get along to the meetings and keep up to date with what is hap-
pening in our community. 
Most importantly please attend any further meetings regarding our Neighbourhood 
Plan, the Plan is almost complete but your continued input to the process is essential 
for it to be successful and become a document that will help protect the character of 
our village. 
This will be the last Forum jottings, many thanks for all praise and good wishes from 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
'voices' to be heard and thanks to everyone who has attended the meeting over the 
years. 
²Ŝ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ CƻǊǳƳ ŦƻǊ ƻƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ 
our February edition. Editor. 

Citizen of the Year 
There is still time to nominate someone 
who you think has made an outstanding 
contribution to the life of our town.  
Nomination forms came in your 
February edition of Sedgefield news, 
but if you need another, you can get 
one from Sedgefield Town Council 
Offices or by contacting John Fitzpatrick 
of Sedgefield Development Trust, at  
7 Melgrove Way, Sedgefield, TS21 2JN   
This is an award which is treasured by 
those who have received it in past 
years, and makes the recipient feel that 
they are valued by the community. Well 
worth the effort of filling in the form! 
 

Befrienders wanted  
The Pioneering Care Partnership is 
looking for volunteers for the Health 
Buddy scheme. As a Health Buddy you 
will develop a trusting relationship with 
clients, help with shopping or attending 
medical appointments, encourage them 
with social activities or groups and to 
access services, or simply take the time 
to listen over a cup of tea. A full training 
and support package will be provided by 
PCP and volunteers can give a minimum 
of 2 hours a week.  
If you are interested, please contact 
Fiona Chrichard on 01325 321234 or 
email healthbuddy@pcp.uk.net.  
 

Sedgefield Village 
Neighbourhood &  
Crime Watch Panel  
We apologise to Janet Spalding for last 
month's mistake. We omitted to  name 
her as the "long serving secretary" for 
the Resident's Forum. 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ 
Neighbourhood Watch meeting are 
posted on the notice boards outside the 
Police Station & the Library 
 

Police numbers  
Local Police      101 
CPO Duncan Gill      01325 742714  
Parking Shop      0191 3846633 

Be part of history in  

The Manor House  
 

Modern offices to rent at the  
centre of Sedgefield  

 

From 120 sq ft for £266/month  
to 375 sq ft for £828/month  

 

Notes: Prices for single offices (suites available) 
Includes rates and utilities. 

Does not include vat, telephone or broadband 
 

Call 01740 62 99 99 or email 
enquiries@manorhousesedgefield.co.uk 

 

Manor House - a professional  
place to work 


