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There's a prize for the best civilian and military dress for adults and children, so 
pull out your glad rags and dress to impress! We encourage everyone to get 
behind this event which can become a mainstay of our activities calendar, 
bringing visitors and business to promote our beautiful village. Why not decorate 

your home or business? A bit of bunting or 
taped windows adds to the atmosphere and 

recreates the ófeelô of the time. Root around for 
something with a 40s feel, (grannyôs 
wardrobe?) and dress up and join in!  
Share your anecdotes of everyday life with us; 
tales of heroism, photos of the people and 
events of the time! Contact Claire on 
07952555980 or spitfireonthegreen.gmail.com.  
We welcome re -enactors representing all 
aspects of WW2 life -  Military and Civilian. 
However for the comfort of all participants and 
spectators we respectfully request no SS, 
Gestapo or Nazi Party uniforms or regalia 

please. If you are unsure about what people 
are representing please approach them and 
ask. Re -enactors have a wealth of knowledge 
and information about the life and times they 
represent ï have a chat, broaden your 
knowledge or just enjoy meeting new faces!  
 

See more about the event on page 7  

Despite a disappointing turnout for 
Juneôs Crimean War Re-enactment 
weekend, the Veterans are busy again. 
As this paper is being distributed they 
are out on the Green again, this time 
for a first World War event to 

celebrate Armed Forces Day, on 29th 
& 30th June. Then, scarcely pausing 
for breath, they are back with a 
second Spitfire on the Green 1940s 
weekend from 19th -  21st July.  
Last yearôs first Spitfire event caused 
astonishment in the High Street as 
people realised what was going on, but 
this time we can anticipate it with 
pleasure and get out in time to 

support the event. Alongside the 
Spitfire will be an Auster spotter plane 
and an extensive selection of Military 
Vehicles. Re -enactment groups will be 
on hand to share their knowledge of 
both military and civilian experiences, 
with discussions and demonstrations 
throughout.  
So join the veterans for a weekend 
recalling the memories, daily life, 

music and style of the forties!  

Sedgefield Village Veterans pull out the stops for Spitfire on the Green  

 

Visit our partner website 

www.sedgefieldweb.co.uk 
for brilliant business opportunities - plus all the news, our  
twitter feed, pictures, more sport and your events online 

The scene on the green at last yearôs event 

Keen to be seen with the smart gentlemen in uniform! Photo: David Hillerby       
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Edward Roger Place  

Jacky, Sophie, Ben, Lucie and Sam 

would like to thank everyone for all 

the messages of sympathy, love 

and support which have been  

sent to us during this very sad  

time in our lives.  

Public Participation  
Sedgefield Town Councilôs Meetings are open to all our residents. We meet on the 2nd 
Monday of each month (except August) for our monthly meeting and also our Policy 

and Resources Committee, whilst on the 3rd Monday our Community Development and 

Environment Committees take place. We begin at 7pm in the Council Offices.  
All agendas now include an item called Public Participation  and whilst these are not 
question and answer sessions or a debating time, they do provide an ideal opportunity 
for you to make your views known to Council members or to bring forward new ideas 
which you would like members to discuss.  
If possible the Chair will give an immediate answer if he or she is able to, but the 

council cannot take a decision as such at that time. If the item is already on the 
agenda then discussion on the matter and possibly a resolution will take place at that 
point in the meeting. (In accordance with our Standing Orders ï no decision can be 
taken without prior notification on an agenda.)  
It is more probable that your comments will be noted and passed onto the relevant 
committee who will then discuss the matter and make the relevant recommendations 
to full Council.  

If you have any minor issues i.e. street lights not working, litter problems etc. then 
please contact the council offices and these will be dealt with immediately.  
If you would like further information on public participation please donôt hesitate to 
contact me.  Lesley Swinbank, Town Clerk.  

Small Grants Pot  
The Sedgefield Together 

Community Partnership is 

administering the Small 

Grants Pot of £10,000, 

which was allocated by 

the Town Council from the 

monies from the 

development of the new 

Sainsburyôs store.  

Applications are invited 

from all local groups and 

organisations. The closing 

date is 6th September.  

Forms and information  

are available from the  

Town Council Offices.  

Hotel Licence Application  
Durham County Council have received 

an Application for a New Premises 

Licence (Sale of alcohol & regulated 

entertainment on one  weekend per 

year) from Ramside Estates Ltd.  

It is for the grassed area to the south 

west of the Hotel, for one music event 

each year, which can last over Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday, 10am ï 11pm. 

The hotel has met residentsô 

representatives for discussions.  

Premises - Land to the south west of 

Hardwick Hall Hotel,  

Sedgefield, TS21 2EH  
Date of Application; 17th June 2013.  

Last date for representations;   

15th July 2013  
A postcard from the past  

Perhaps you remember Victor Dodds, who married local girl, Freda Davison, 
who was the first hairdresser to set up business in Sedgefield.  

This old postcard was found recently 

by their daughter, Susan, amongst 
her fatherôs possessions. It was sent 
some years ago by Victorôs youngest 

sister Jenny, who was surprised, on a 
visit to South Africa, to find herself in 
a place called Sedgefield. A postcard 

just had to be sent!   
The family had moved from South 

Africa in 1916, when Victor was  
just 6 years old and he spent the  

rest of his life here, only going any 
distance from the village during 

wartime Naval service.  

Thank you, Susan. The card will be 
given to Sedgefield Local History 

Society for their archive.  

June photograph  
Nancy Wells tells us that the June photograph of the ladies group has al-
ready appeared in Sedgefield News, as she loaned it last year. However, it 
may well spark a few more memories. It is not the Womenôs Institute, but 

the Womenôs Guild started by Canon Wykes, whose wife was president. 
Subsequent rectors carried on the tradition until Canon Edmundson, who 
thought the Guild should amalgamate with the Mother's Union. Nancy, who 
joined when she and Keith moved to Sedgefield in 1954, still has a copy of 
her membership card. Started for young wives, the guild met in the old 
Church Hall, now Turners showroom and workshop in Rectory Row. They 

met fortnightly, taking turns to go along in pairs to light the old fashioned 
boiler to warm the room. Each quarter of the year they had a Church ser-

vice, with readings by members, closing at 9.30 pm with a prayer from the 
Rector. For gift days, each member baked, taking their produce to Betty 
Duckerôs house near the Parish Hall. The next day, the home baked cakes 
were taken to the hall and always sold out, making a good profit. Nancy 
remembers the names of many ladies on the photograph. Maybe readers 

could fill in the gaps.  
Back row from left : Grace Bayston, Hazel Finch, Edna Atkinson, Margaret 
Terry, Doreen Hartshorn, Carol Stacey,  
Win Booker (later Fenner), Rene Wright, next not known, Maude Wardale, 
Margaret Smith (later Armstrong).  
 

Second row:  Mary Nokes, Molly Iceton, Evelyn Nokes, next not known, Mrs 

Castling, Hetty Jopling, Jean Jones, Mrs Telfor, next not known.  
Front row : Nancy Wells, Mary Barron, Anne Wearmouth, next not known, 
Libby Carr, next 3 not known, Glad Stacey.  
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Sedgefield Twinning Association 31st year visit  
We are happy to report on an excellent week with our friends from Hamminkeln, and for the first time, we were able 
to offer them a full week of sunshine, which was much appreciated! Trips included a full day trip to Cragside, a full 
day marooned on Lindisfarne (after an excellent coffee stop at the Barn at Beale) and a day tracing the life of 

Captain James Cook from his birthplace in Marton, via Great Ayton where he went to school, finishing at 
Staithes.  Our visitors were entranced by Staithes, which we had almost to ourselves.  The week finished with a visit 
to Mount Grace Priory followed by individual trips shopping or in some cases walking in the hills.  We were sad to 
wave everyone goodbye but look forward to our return visit, probably in June 2014.   
We are pleased to have had some new members this year -  would anyone else like to join us?  We will be having 
several fundraising events in the course of the year and everybody is welcome to come to experience some great 

German hospitality next year. Our next event is a Barbecue in Ceddesfeld Hall on July 13th.  For details please 
contact Martin King, secretary, on 01740 620424 or any member of the committee.  

1st Sedgefield Guides & 
Brownies change venue  
Regrettably, as from September 
1st, Sedgefield Guides & Brownies 

will no longer hold their weekly 
meetings in Sedgefield Primary 
School.  
This decision has not been made 
lightly as we have held meetings in 
the school for the last 50 + years. 

The charge in 2007 was £10 per 
week, but we are now being asked 

to pay £48 per week rent -  a 
substantial rise due to the increase 
in caretaker wages. Mrs A Cox, 
headmistress of the school, is 
unable to reduce these charges at 

this time.  
As you know, all the leaders are 
volunteers who give up their time, 
not only for weekly meetings but 
for trainings, camps and other 
activities throughout the year. To 
afford such a rise would mean 

either  increasing weekly 

subscriptions or fundraising, neither 
of which we feel appropriate.  
We fully appreciate that in this 
economic climate finances are tight, 
so as from September Guides and 

Brownies will meet in the Parish 
Hall, Sedgefield on Tuesday 
evenings, where we will be charged 
£18 for the evening.  
Brownies meet 5.30 ï 7pm and 
Guides, 7 -  9pm.        

Jackie Postgate MBE.  

Unit administrator,  

1st Sedgefield Girl Guides  

A óGoldenô session for the Festival of the North East  
Not much need for words here! Iôll just say, a fabulous time was had by all, 
encouraged by Mike Tickell (bottom photo, standing) who held forth in song 
and story to an enraptured audience. Letôs do it again sometime! SJC 

óPop-up choirsô included some  
of the visitors from our  

German twin town (below)  


