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At the invitation of the Town 

Council, Sedgefield Development 

Partnership has been busy 

drawing up proposals to turn the 

Councilôs web-address into the 

Sedgefield Community Website, 

and they are very pleased to 

announce that grant support has 

been awarded, which will allow 

them to build and run the new 

community site for the next three 

years.  

The money will come from the 

Community Empowerment Fund 

and the Countryside Agencyôs 

Vital Villages fund. These bodies 

are keen to support new services 

to the community and encourage 

New Community Website for  
Sedgefield wins ôgo aheadô grants 

local peoplesô participation. 

The website will use the address 

www.sedgefield.net. As well as 

having pages for the Partnership 

and Town Council, it will be a 

great way to highlight the 

activities of community groups, 

schools, churches, sports clubs.  

The list is endless - one of the 

great features of the web is 

creativity it inspires in its users!  

Local businesses will want to 

make their mark, and there will 

be useful links to other websites. 

A site administrator will be 

appointed (see p. 8) to make sure 

that the web-site is clearly laid 

out, well informed & not abused.  

The  
Courtyard  

Café 

      at 

Sedgefield Community Hospital 

is now open to all 
 

Visit us for delicious soups,  

home-baked pastries & cakes  

as well as the famous  

pork pies, quiche & pasties  

from óRobinsons of Wingateô 
(est. over 100 years) 

 

Enjoy the relaxing ambience 

and an assured warm welcome  

 

Office & Function Catering 

for any number, large or small. 

Tel: 01740 626626 
 

Agents for dry-cleaning  

& alterations 

Hardwick School opened officially  
by Secretary of State for Education  

Education Secretary Charles Clark  

enjoying story-time  
with some of the children 

Itôs now over 2 years since fire destroyed Hardwick School but 

itôs now a bright and welcoming place. The new layout of junior 

classrooms, twelve extra places at the nursery and an extended 

play area are all proving to be very beneficial. Much good has 

come from the disaster, thanks to hard work by Durham County 

Council, help from the community and the positive, helpful  

attitude of children, staff and parents. 

Tuesday 11th March was a very special day for everyone at the 

school. After a special assembly there was entertainment from 

Martin the Magician, and lots more fun. The television cameras 

created quite a stir! Mr Charles Clark unveiled a plaque and 

gave a speech outlining the efforts made by everyone involved.  

Both this and the buffet which followed were very well 

received. Mr Clark visited all the classrooms, speaking to 

children, staff and parents and was presented with a Hardwick 

mug. The plaque will have pride of place in the new foyer and 

school life continues with enthusiasm. Life is back to normal. 
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After a very successful trip to our twin town, Hamminkeln last autumn, 

when the mayor of Sedgefield, Mr Ian Sutherland and his wife Sheila 

discovered for themselves the incredibly generous nature of our hosts,  

we are now looking forward to a return visit in October. This time two 

male voice choirs and a brass band will be arriving! The visitors will be 

staying at Ushaw College, as 70 host families could perhaps be hard to 

find.  
 

The dates to book in your diaries are October 18th and October 19th. 

On the Saturday the groups plan to give a concert in St Edmund's 

church, and on the Sunday afternoon they hope to take part in an 

ecumenical service. We hope that both events will be well attended so 

we are giving you plenty of advance notice! 
 

Itôs always good to have new members getting involved, so weôre very 

pleased to welcome Joyce Jordan to the committee as Vice Chairman. 

 

The Sedgefield Community 

Network Team has been working 

for the past year with people from 

Ferryhill, Spennymoor, Shildon, 

Sedgefield, Fishburn & Trimdon 

to bring communities together 

across the Borough.  
 

The Network administers the 

Community Empowerment Fund, 

which exists to help towns and 

villages with neighbourhood 

renewal. The participation of 

people from the communities 

ensures that decisions effecting 

our lives are influenced by as 

wide a range of opinions and 

needs as possible. 
 

The fund can be used to help 

make people aware of the 

opportunities there are for wider 

participation in local democracy, 

Staff at Sedgefield Branch 

Library promise to have a really  

interesting programme of 

activities for children during the 

Easter Holidays.  

Watch out for the details which 

will be displayed around the 

village, or ask about it next time 

you go to change your books. 
 

The library stocks a very 

interesting collection of local 

writing amongst which is a book 

of poems by Pam Grainger. Itôs 

on sale at the very reasonable 

sum of just £1. Pam is trying to 

raise funds for her daughter, who 

is spending her ñgap yearò in Sri 

Lanka doing charity work. 

particularly women, the old and 

young, the disabled and those 

from minority ethnic and faith 

communities.  
 

Also it allows ideas and 

initiatives from the community to 

become part of the strategic 

planning process. 
 

The Network aims to develop 

existing partnerships between the 

voluntary and community sectors 

and to reach out to those who are 

currently excluded or are not 

represented by any community 

body.  
 

It is accessible to all and it draws 

its leadership from within the 

community and voluntary sectors.   
 

Further information from  

Anne Frizell,  

Community Network 

Coordinator.  

Tel: 01740 655105. 

 

Sedgefield  
Borough Council  

 

the next meeting of the 

Area 3 Forum  
 

at 7.00 pm  on  

Wednesday 16th April  

 

at the 

Youth & Community Centre, 

Butterwick Road 

Fishburn  

 

Sedgefield Community Network  From the Library  
Easter Holiday  

Activities for Children & 
Poetry for Sale!  

 

Sedgefield Twinning Association  
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Do you  run a Society,  
Group or Business  

 in Sedgefield,  
Bradbury or Mordon?  

 

 Sedgefield Development 

Partnership  

is currently updating the 

SEDGEFIELD DIRECTORY  

for publication in May. 
 

We will contact as many entries 

as possible  but if you don't hear 

from us before mid April, and 

want to be included, 

 please contact us. 
 

Drop a note into the SDP office, 

Advice and Information Centre 

 email us at 
 sdp@sedgefield.net  

or phone 629011 

Currently consisting of twelve members who are very active in many 

aspects of community life, the main aims of the Round Table are for 

young men to meet, take an active part in the village, and try to put 

something back into the local community. As many people may already 

be aware, our group has been carrying out several annual village events 

for many years. Recently, the annual party hosted by Round Table for 

the pensioners of the village was another popular success.  

Have you seen a Santa's Sleigh visiting children around the village at 

Christmas time? Perhaps you have visited the annual Autumn Fayre in 

the Parish Hall or saw us launch the Grand Balloon race on Mediaeval 

Fair day. Maybe you bought tickets for the Co-Op Trolley Dash.  

Lucky winner of the Round Table Co-Op trolley dash Joanne Ridley seen here 

with her prize ï 1½ trolleys of free groceries. With Joanne are Table 
Chairman, Jason Legender & Ways and Means officer, Rob Moran. 

 

These are just some of the events organised by volunteers from Round 

Table. We also lay a wreath on Remembrance Day, help put up the 

Christmas Tree and support the traditional Carols on the Green.  

One of the most satisfying things about Round Table charity events is 

that all the money raised goes directly back into local good causes in 

and around the village.  

Of course all this hard work by Table members is rewarded by a 

tremendous social calendar. Table members meet at Ceddesfeld Hall on 

a Thursday night about once a month, to plan and organise events.  

A few of the social events that Table members took part in last year 

included driving giant Cat Dump Trucks around a quarry, a Dad's and 

Kid's camping weekend, the Dunelm boat race in Durham, and the 

Coast to Coast bike ride. There were visits to Amsterdam, a brewery 

and the golf driving range, as well as an óalcoholic foodô night (!) and 

many others.  

Do you want to get out more and put something back into your village?  

Interested? Call membership secretary Dave Wright on 623856. 
 

Sedgefield and District Round Table   


