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A big day for Sedgefield News  
So forgive us being all pink and frilly -  

itôs more than a rush of spring air to the head! 
Itôs a good feeling to have come this far, with Sedgefield News established and 

getting a lot of positive feedback from readers and advertisers. We hope weôre 

providing the kind of information you need and features you like to read, but if there 

are changes you would like to see please get in touch - you know where we are, or if 

you donôt you havenôt studied the back page! 
 

One issue we would like to tackle has to do with our age - One year old we are 

definitely NOT!  To be fair, a paper produced by volunteers will inevitably have most of the work done by 

those with a bit of time to spare, perhaps retired or working part-time but maybe our age profile shows in 

our output. We want to include features written by or of value to young people. Suggestions please. 
 

We tackled the issue of advertising a few months ago, in response to a readerôs letter. It has its pros and 

cons of course, but one thing we are very aware of is that we must ensure the newsletter is financially 

sound, so adverts have their place. But our clients tell us they do actually work! Anything to sell? 
 

Last but not least, the volunteers who bring in the copy, put the paper together and deal with distribution, 

are a dedicated crew. Thereôs a deadline every month and it isnôt always a piece of cake meeting it! Some 

of those who were in at the start have moved on but we want to thank them wholeheartedly. As for the rest 

of us - well, we hope you donôt mind if weôre just a bit pleased with ourselves. As this one goes to press 

weôll be popping a champagne cork or two - and they wonôt necessarily all be metaphorical!   

1st Farmersô Market in Sedgefield to  
Coincide with Mediaeval Fayre  

While you stroll round the village on May 17th, take a closer 

look at the patch of village green usually seen as the parking 

area in front of the Hope Inn. There youôll find fresh local 

produce on sale at the first of a series of experimental 

Farmersô Markets ï an idea that has met with great success 

lately in towns all over the country. On this occasion, for 

obvious reasons, it has only been possible to invite producers 

who can provide their own stalls, but later markets will be 

more flexible. Supported by Northumbria Larders, who help 

regional producers bring their goods direct to the public, the 

idea is that Sedgefield should benefit from the availability of 

excellent regional produce, without having to travel. 

As well as finding out if the market appeals to the people of 

Sedgefield, it will be important to know which day of the 

week works best, so the rest of the ópilotô markets have been 

marked down for Thurs 10th July,  Sat 20th September,  

Fri 17th October, plus a date in November, to be decided. 

The Tug of War Challenge  
Mediaeval Fayre Chair, Wendy Gill has 

issued a challenge to local pubs and 

organisations to tug for the pride of 

Sedgefield!  In recent years, visiting 

teams have done very well in the Tug of 

War,  often winning the competition and 

Wendy says she would love to see the day 

won by a local team. She promises that 

the prizes donated by the Crosshill will be 

well worth the effort.  

A special challenge is being made to 

women and young people and thereôs a 

trophy for the best pub team as well as the 

overall winners. Teams can enter on the 

day, but it would be helpful if you 

registered beforehand.  

Ring John Robinson on 620042 to enter. 
 

More on the Fayre on pages 6 & 11 
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Many of you will have heard the 

Northumbrian pipes on TV, radio 

and recordings, and some may 

have seen excellent professional 

pipers like Katherine Tickell and 

Pauline Cato, live in concert. But 

fewer will have seen ensemble 

pipes played in an informal, 

relaxed session style.  
 

Here in Sedgefield we have the 

opportunity to listen to the pipes 

being played by local people on 

our door-step, with no distance to 

travel. 
 

The Northumbrian Smallpipes 

are a melodious, bellows blown 

bagpipe, rather quiet by 

comparison with other bagpipes 

and normally played indoors, and 

the sound of the chanter has been 

likened to the singing of a lark 

over the buzzing of bees - the 

drones! 

It is 20 years since the Cleveland 

Branch of the Northumbrian 

Pipersô Society was formed and 

the pipers celebrated recently 

with a concert at The Studio in 

Hartlepool - chosen because of its 

recording facilities. Fans will be 

pleased to know that a CD release 

is planned for 2004. 
 

Regular monthly meetings used 

to take place in the Golden Lion, 

but eight years ago the pipers 

moved to Ceddesfield Hall and 

have not looked back. The very 

good acoustics here are ideal for 

playing and listening to these 

beautiful pipes.  
 

Sessions take place on the 3rd 

Wednesday of every month, from 

7.30pm and you are very 

welcome to come along to listen 

or play. To find out more, contact 

David Cook on 620098. 

Northumbrian Pipers celebrate  
20 years piping in Sedgefield 

Thirsty work! Real Ale goes down a treat with the pipers 

Sedgefield Town Council  
wishes to appoint a  

 

Researcher  
 

to carry out research into  

the Village Greens and 
Rights of Access  

in the village centre  
 

The work will involve an audit  

of  existing rights of access  
and way-leaves,  

using existing documentation  

in the Council Offices 
 and the Archives. 

 

For details please contact  
Lesley Swinbank at: 
 The Council Offices,  

Advice & Information Centre -  
 

phone 621273  
 

or e-mail 

Lesley.Swinbank@sedgefield.net 
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Formed by a handful of 

enthusiasts in 1970,  Sedgefield 

Players have gone from strength 

to strength, developing into the 

award-winning group they are 

today. Productions Director 

Walter Howell has selected a 

wide range of plays, offering a 

variety of challenges to members,  

in terms of performance and 

staging, from open air 

Shakespeare in the grounds of 

Ceddesfeld Hall to traditional 

family pantomimes. They have 

mastered additional talents 

needed for particular shows, like  

tap dancing for óStepping Outô, 

Irish step dancing for óDancing at 

Lughnasaô and aerobics for óGym 

and Tonicô. 

The Annual Festival of One Act 

Plays has gained national 

recognition and the Players have 

won numerous awards at this 

Festival and others, including the 

Isle of Man Easter Festival, 

which takes place in the beautiful 

Douglas Gaiety Theatre. 

Sedgefield Players Youth Section 

(SPYS) has members from the 

age of 7 to 18, when they transfer 

to the adult group. Younger 

members are offered plentiful 

opportunities to develop their 

performance skills and to take 

part in productions as a youth 

group but also with the seniors.  
 

We enjoyed particular success 

with  productions of ñLittle 

Womenò, Catherine Cookson`s 

ñThe Fifteen Streetsò and a 

musical play about a school 

childrenôs strike at the turn of the 

century, ñThe Burston Drumò.  
 

SPYS also receive coaching from 

adult members of the group, 

enabling them to take drama 

exams set by the London 

Academy for Music and 

Dramatic Arts (LAMDA). Many 

SPYS have received certificates 

and medals and their presentation 

evenings are a source of pride for 

parents and Players alike. 

As well as the week long Festival 

of One Act Plays in September, 

involving drama groups from the 

region, the Players also produce a 

pantomime at Christmas and full-

length plays in March, June and 

November.   

Our March production usually 

crosses the sea to the 

Isle of Man Festival.   

Although we set 

ourselves very high, 

professional 

standards, we have a 

lot of fun putting on 

our shows. The hard 

work and camaraderie 

involved is very 

therapeutic, on stage, 

back stage or front-of-

house. We welcome 

new members; no 

auditioning is necessary. Just 

come along to our regular 

meetings in Sedgefield Parish 

Hall at 7:30 p.m. every Sunday 

and Wednesday. SPYS meet on 

Sundays at 6:30pm, also in the 

Parish Hall. 

So if you`d like to act, make 

costumes, build sets, operate 

lights or sound, sell 

programmes or make coffee, 

join us - you`ll have a great 

time! Or come to the Parish 

Hall to enjoy excellent live 

theatre on your doorstep. Look 

out for our eye-catching 

posters, or join our mailing list 

(call 620091) or access us on 

our website at 

www.sedgefieldplayers.org.uk 

Norma Neal - Chairman 

In the Limelight with SEDGEFIELD PLAYERS  

Some of the cast of Dick Whittington last Christmas 

LAMDA coaches Sarah Atkinson & Jean Hewling  

with members of  SPYS, after receiving their awards in July 2002 

101 
óBlame It On The Rainô 

The Album Tour!  
 

Gig List for May  
- all starting at 8pm  

 

4th - The Golden Lion, Sedgefield 
7th - The Princess Alice, Môbro 
10th - Masons Arms, Easington 
14th - Tap & Spile, Guisborough 
18th - The Princess Alice, Môbro 
25th - The Normanby Hotel 
26th - The Cooperage, Bowburn 
31st - The Tut & Shrive, Bishop 
    Auckland 


