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Sedgefield News  

Referendum   
The opportunity to play a part 

in the crucial decision on a 

future hall for the community 

comes your way this month, in 

the form of a poll organised by 

the Electoral Reform Service. 

The voting papers will be 

posted to each member of the 

electorate in Sedgefield Village.  
 

The status of the current Parish 

Hall, which has been such a great 
asset to the people of Sedgefield, 

has been hotly debated for years 
with seemingly no end in sight.  

Now, however, we can all make our 
views known and with a bit of luck 

this sorry saga will find a resolution 
behind which the whole village can 

unite.  
With our population rising and a 

growing number of interest groups 
needing space for their activities, it 

canôt be stressed enough how 
important it is that we all take part, 

to ensure that there will again be 
an up - to -date public hall in 

Sedgefield, with the capacity to 
serve this and future generations.  

Even if you have never set foot in 
the place, it is in your familyôs and 

the whole communityôs interests to 

use your vote.   
See also Sedgefield Extra, included 

with this issue, & óOpinionô on p. 5  

Towards the end of last year, our 

much loved young cat came in with 
a profusely bleeding wound on his 

neck and hid under a chest of 
drawers, where he stayed for 2 

days, coming out only to eat.  He 

was clearly terrified, but all we 
could think was that he had been in 

a particularly nasty fight with 
another cat, or a dog, or that he'd 

got caught on a nail.  We had the 
wound cleaned and checked out by 

the vet, and moved on.  The cat did 
not move on though, in fact he 

virtually stopped going outside for 
several months.  His behaviour 

changed -  he became fat and 
sluggish -  and he has only recently 

begun to behave normally. 
However we noticed that when a 

child came in to our house, he flew 
into a panic, even though the child 

was very well behaved.  We had 
never seen him so scared and 

wondered what might have 
happened to cause this reaction.  

Then recently we discovered a 

small lump in his shoulder which 
the vet recognised immediately as 

an air rifle pellet.  He had been 
shot! No wonder he had taken  to 

As another innocent animal is used 

for target practice, we wonder why -   
just  WHY would anyone do it?  

Here is one familyôs experience... 

hiding under the furniture.  As it 

happens, this time the cat is alright 
-  he can have the pellet removed, 

but the fact is the wound was in his 
neck; an inch or two either way 

and he would have been dead.  

It turns out that this is nothing 
unusual. The vets are all too 

familiar with this kind of incident, 
though they only hear about the 

serious or near fatal ones and have 
no idea how many others are going 

unreported, as ours nearly did.   
The local police also said there 

have been a worrying number of 
incidents of poaching or animals 

being shot at by children with air 
guns.  They are treating the 

problem as high priority.  
Pet owners, in fact anyone with any 

feeling, must be shocked by such 
cruelty.  Given the reports about the 

geese & goats at Foxton in a 
previous edition of Sedgefield 

News, it seems not everyone 
respects the lives of pets and farm 

animals.   If you come across 

anything suspicious, do report it, 
and parents, please think very hard 

before allowing your children to go 
about with weapons.  

Many thanks to Ian Hunter for this happy photograph, taken during the Walking Group's visit to Spring Gardens 

Nature Reserve on 25th April. More photos, and details of how to join the group, on www.sedgefieldweb.co.uk  
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Also nominated for awards were 

Geoff Clifford -Brown as the slow -
witted brother of the household and 

Viv Jacobs as the surprised 
recipient of the family house and 

contents on the death of head of 

the family, supreme egotist 
Mortimer (Terry West). Viv and 

Paul jointly won the Comedy Award 
for the memorable scene in which 

the tension and the humour 
mounts as they both try to keep 

terror at bay by singing childrenôs 
songs.  

The play was directed by Walter 
Howell and the cast was completed 

by long -standing Player Jean 
Hewling as Jocelyn, and Sarah 

Jones, a recently returnee to the 
Players, as Jocelynôs daughter, 

aged 15 with weight in stones to 
match! If you saw the play in 

March you wonôt be surprised by its 
success, but who did you expect to 

be coming home with an award? 
With a production as good as this , 

it could have been any one of 

them!   
This month, step back in time with 

the Players to The Good Old Days. 
Come in costume and be part of 

the entertainment. (See June diary 
for further details)     Norma Neal  

It could be any one of us!   
Sedgefield Players at Isle of Man Drama Festival   

 

Paul Baguley returned to Sedgefield Players in March in Alan Ayckbournôs 

comedy thriller ñIt Could Be Any One Of Usò, playing the incompetent and 
aggravating amateur detective who spectacularly fails to work out who dun 

it. On only his second visit to the Manx Festival he repeated his earlier 
achievement, coming away with the award for Best Actor (the first was in 

2000, in the all -male production ñNevilleôs Islandò). 

June Jottings  
 

 The sixth month of the year takes its name from the Roman 

goddess Juno, wife to Jupiter and the goddess of marriage, which is 
probably why June is considered to be the most favourable month 

in which to marry é  

Married in the month of roses ï June  
Life will be one long honeymoon  

More relevant perhaps to our Southern friends who are suffering  

the current hosepipe bans, Sera monath (dry month) was the  
Anglo -Saxon name for June!  

 

Oops! Nearly forgot the Dads. It is of course Fathersô Day on June 

18th -  a chance to let them know we appreciate them -  usually -  

though we donôt always show it! 

If you know anything interesting about July let us know at 
snews@sedgefieldweb.co.uk  

 

Cooksô Corner 
Sweet Salad  

1 small tin sweet corn  

1 small tin pineapple  

1 small packet frozen peas  

4 eating apples  

1 oz sultanas  

2 large celery sticks  

mayonnaise  

Drain pineapple and cut into  

small pieces  

Wash and cut apples into  

small pieces  

Wash and chop celery  

Cook peas and drain  

Combine all into a bowl and  

mix with mayonnaise  

just before serving  
 

(WI Millennium Cookbook)  

Our Cookôs Corner feature is 

looking for new contributors.  

If you have a favourite recipe you 

are willing to share,  

please send it to  

snews@sedgefieldweb.co.uk  

or pop it through the office door  

at 58 Front Street.  

Shake that a..!  Dance fever hits town  
 

Thereôs a lively new dance class with newly qualified teacher Carole Deluce 

at Sedgefield Community College on Thursdays  from 7.30 -8.30pm.  
She teaches Salsa and Latino Mix -  a combination of all the latin dance 

moves, Cha Cha, Mambo, Jive etc., danced mostly in lines, so no partner is 
required.  Thereôs also Salsa, Cha cha and other couples dances, but Carole 

pairs the class up with each other.  
Beginners will be fine, as it starts from very basic and easy dance steps and 

build up at a pace to suit the pupils. You can go at your own pace and put 
as much or as little into the dancing as you like.  

Carole is assisted by husband Brian so there are always two teachers on the 
floor and you can learn much faster than you could imagine.  
There are no age restrictions; itôs for the young (they do take under 14s)
and the not so young. Prices are £4 for adults and £2 under 14s.  Dance is 

a fantastic way of keeping fit and having fun as well as making new friends.  
Telephone Carole on 07969557078 or Brian - 07791471522 for details.  



 3 

 

Easter activities at Sedgefield 

Library gave children lots of 
opportunities to enjoy themselves, 

with traditional Easter crafts such 
as Easter bonnets, Easter baskets 

and card making, and craft 

activities on a farmyard theme, 
when the children made model 

farms and farmyard puppets.  
Younger children did not miss out. 

They were treated to a sensational 
story time session with  Eileen 

Glenton, who entertained them 
with farmyard stories complete 

with sound effects! As an extra 
treat there was a special visit from 

Zoo Lab, which gave allowed them 
to interact with real live animals -  

not farm animals this time but 
spiders, giant snails, other creepy 

crawlies and even a slithery snake! 
If youôve missed out on the fun this 

time donôt worry -  there will be 
more activities throughout the 

summer holidays, but remember 
booking is essential!  
 

Library Footnote:  

The Queenôs official 
80th birthday   

will be celebrated on  
Thursday 15th June when 

Sedgefield library hosts a special 
morning, with tea, cream buns  

and a special tombola in aid of 
cancer research.   

Please come along and help 
make this occasion memorable.  

EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA  

Young Farmersô charitable efforts 

The saying goes ñYou canôt plough a field by turning it over in your headò 
and Sedgefield Young Farmers Club members are to be congratulated for 

their initiative.  They turned thoughts into actions, raising £800 for Cancer 
Research. Yet another feather in the cap for the youth of our society.  

Picture below: The cheque being presented to Lindsey Kay  
on the 25 th  April at Sedgefield Cricket Club.  

Fun & Fun draising  

at Hardwick Primary 
Winners in the Easter Bunny Trail 

organized by Hardwick Primary 
School during the Easter Holidays 

were Chloe Hill, Hardwick Nursery; 
Bethany Peterson, Hardwick School 

Year 1; Kelly Dobson, Hardwick 
School Year 4. The children 

received their prizes (Easter Eggs) 
during school assembly. The trail 

raised nearly £60 for Hardwick 
School, so many thanks to all who 

took part.  
Our school also held a coffee 

morning at the Methodist Church at 
the beginning of April. The school 

choir sang a selection of songs, we 

had a cake stall and there were 
games for the children. The 3 

winners at this event -  Adam 
Foakes, year 4; Ben Bradford, year 

6; Abbi Lennox, year 6 -  also 
received their prizes in assembly. 

The coffee morning raised nearly 
£190 so thanks again for all those 

who attended and contributed in 
anyway.  
 

Friends of Hardwick School  

Top design honour for art student Katie  
 

Sedgefieldôs Katie Slater, a third year design student at Cleveland College of 

Art & Design, Hartlepool campus, has won the prestigious Eddie Squires 
Bursary for outstanding contemporary printed furnishing fabric design from 

the RSA (Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts).  
The award will give her the opportunity to travel to the USA to broaden her 

knowledge of design. Katie is also using some of her prize money to help 
fund her textile design business.  

Katieôs work is on display in an RSA Design Directions Awards Online 
Exhibition (www.rsa -design.net) and you can catch all the studentsô final 

design work at the Art Gallery, Church Square, Hartlepool. The degree 
show, entitled óSurfaceô,  is open to the public from June 8th for one week. 

It will then move to the óNew Designersô exhibition in London. 
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COMMUNITY SAFETY  
Sedgefield Village Neighbourhood Watch  

PC Todd reports  
 

Childrensô bikes were targeted 

recently when someone stole a 
green and silver mountain bike, a 

Star Wars themed bike and a 
Batman themed scooter. They were 

all  parked in the cycle rack in the 
playground of Sedgefield Primary 

School.  
Whoever stole them must have 

either had help or looked suspicious 
under the weight of the items, so 

they may possibly have been seen 
by someone. If you have seen or 

found these items somewhere, 
please let us know.  

Until next time,  
Keith  
 

Pub Watch  
At a recent meeting 7 individuals 

received bans of between 3 months 
and 2 years, for offences including 

drugs, violence and contravening a 
current ban.  

Members of Pub Watch would like 
to remind customers and residents 

that they are committed to the 
values of the scheme and will take 

action against anyone found to be 
breaking these rules.  

 

Shed security advice  
With summer fast approaching, 
Sedgefield Community Safety 

Partnership urges us to think about 
the security of our garden 

equipment.  
People take a great deal of trouble 

securing their house but often 

leave property in either an 
unlocked shed  or one so old and 

run down that it would prove no 
obstacle to a thief.  

Here are a few hints to protect your 
property:  
 

Ensure that your shed is in good 
condition.  
 

Fit a good lock on your shed door. 

The fitting should be bolted through 
the door of the shed and reinforced 

at the back with a steel plate. The 
hasp should have concealed screws 

or coach bolts fitted.   
 

Fit any shed windows with a grille.  
Security mark property such as 

lawnmowers, garden furniture etc.  
 

Never leave items unattended even 

if you are just popping into the 
house.   
 

If you leave items such as pedal 

cycles in your shed ensure they are 
security marked and secure them 

to the superstructure of the 
building.  
 

Install a 'Dusk till Dawn' security 

light. They cost less than a penny a 
night to run.   

Some N/H/Watch members have received two items of information from 

Durham Trading Standards, which may be of wider interest and benefit:  
 

Firstly, BEWARE!  If you receive a card through your door from a 

company called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) saying that they have a 

parcel awaiting delivery instructions and can you contact them on 0906 

6611911,  DO NOT CALL THE NUMBER, AS THIS IS A MAIL SCAM 

ORIGINATING FroM BELIZE!  If you call the number and start to hear a 

recorded message you will already have been billed £15 for the phone 

call.   If you do receive a card with these details, then please  

contact Royal Mail Fraud on 02072396655 or ICTIS at www.ictis.org.uk  
 

Secondly, BT offers a service called BT Privacy in response to a 

growing number of   complaints from customers about abuse of their 
telephone service. This Free facility helps you take action against unwanted 

telephone callers with Caller Display  & Registration with the Telephone 
Preference Service, which will help to reduce the number of unwanted sales 

calls you receive.  You can set up BT Privacy at no extra cost by visiting 

www.bt.com/btprivacy or calling 0800 916 5544 at any time. Further details 
are explained in the leaflet 'Unwanted Sales Calls?' -  Here's something to 

help make them stop' (including a door sticker). Copies available from BT 
Freefone 0800 800 150.  
 

On the subject of phones, we urge residents to report issues of concern to 
the Police; Durham Senior Police Officers consistently say they need the 

public to phone in with details of anything / anyone that is out of place or 

suspicious ï this is how they can provide an ñIntelligence lead Police 
Serviceò. Logs from calls are their way of prioritising Police activities and 

response; the well used phrase ñuse it or lose itò springs to mind. 
To contact our Local Police to report any concerns, seek advice or pass on 

information to the Police, telephone: 0845 6060365  
NB It may be prudent to keep a note of details of any conversation.  
 

 

Finally some good news: at the recent Sedgefield Partnership Assisting in 

the Reduction of Crime (SPARC) meeting we received the following 

Borough  Crime figures:  

Sedgefield Section   737 offences (2004)  724 (2005/6) Reduction 1.8%  

Newton Aycliffe       2031    2211      Increase 8.9%  

Spennymoor       1270    1553      Increase 22.3%  

Ferryhill        1176    1879      Increase 5.8%  

Shildon        1067  these figures were incomplete  
 

Sedgefield Village  is the only area to show a reduction of crime, with no 

significant changes to the previous yearôs statistics, with the exceptions of 

House Burglary, reduced by 40% & Shoplifting, reduced by 57.9%  

 

David Quarmby sent us this evocative Holy Island scene,  

taken on a recent visit.  See his letter on page 12  


