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Yarm School pupils Sam Guest and Sam Lofthouse,  aged 13, met  Sedgefield 

Mayor Allan Blakemore on the last lap of their sponsored cycle ride from 

Edinburgh to Yarm.  Covering 240 miles during their half term break, 
the  pals raised over £1,000 for leukaemia research.   

Inspired by the charity fund raising efforts of cricketing legend Sir Ian 

Botham, the boys chose to support this particular charity, as a friend's 

father died recently from the disease.   The pair were joined on the trip by 
cousin Sarah Wilson from Wakefield and Sam Guest's father Andy of 

Rounton, North Yorkshire. Proud grandparents Derrick and Audrey 

Lofthouse, who live in Sedgefield, said, ñAfter a rainy ride from Tyneside, 
they arrived in Sedgefield soaking wet and splattered in mud. After 

smartening themselves up to meet the mayor, they continued their journey 

in  suitable Scottish dress  and  arrived back at Yarm school to  a heroes' 
welcome."  To sponsor the Two Sams, visit www.justgiving.com.  

 

Sponsored cycle ride  

The Mayor of Sedgefield, Cllr. Allan 

Blakemore, greets the Two Sams near the 

end of their ride.  Members of Sedgefield in Bloom were delighted with the success of two 

events  hosted during June  as part of  Britain in Bloom 2010.   

A Blooming Marvellous treasure hunt  proved very popular during the half 
term break.  Crowds of children and their parents turned out 

in  glorious  sunshine to hunt for floral clues around the town's heritage trail 

and enjoy cream teas in the grounds of Ceddesfeld Hall.  Jointly organised 

by  Sedgefield in Bloom and the town council, the day also saw the judging 
of a children's floral photographic competition. Clare Hubbard, Civic Pride 

Officer for Durham South, had earlier provided digital cameras for members 

of Sedgefield Fun Club. Their 30 entries were judged by Sedgefield in Bloom 
Chairman Councillor Ian Sutherland. Elizabeth Haley produced the winning 

close -up shot and runners -up were Freya Usher and Eleanor Wright. 

Community Development Officer Angela Simpson said, " We  had a 
marvellous fun day   with a wonderful turn -out of enthusiastic young people 

and their parents. With support like this Sedgefield will continue to bloom 

for many years to come."   
A few days later, Sedgefield  Bloomers  provided  refreshments for a 

Blooming Marvellous coffee morning in the newly refurbished police 

station.  The station is now energy efficient, with underground thermal pipes 

and a heat transfer pump providing all the heat required for the building. 
Lights are activated  by sensors rather than conventional switches. Smart 

locker rooms have taken the place of the overnight cells, removed some 

time ago after a change in legislation by PACE, the Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act.  PC Keith Todd, Crime Prevention Officer Keith Lowndes, 

Community Liaison Officer Neil Langthorne and PCSO Louise Buckley were 

on hand to answer visitors' questions and give information. Keen to 
encourage  crime prevention, with the help of organisations such as 

Neighbourhood Watch and PACT, the officers appreciated this opportunity  of 

making further links with the community. Sedgefield's new mayor Councillor 
Allan Blakemore attended the event along with many local residents who 

were very impressed by the refurbished building as well as the delicious 

home -baked scones and biscuits.  

Sedgefield in Bloom  

Sedgefield Fun Club at the Blooming 

Marvellous treasure hunt in Ceddesfeld Hall  

Outside the police station with volunteers 

and  visitors to the Blooming Marvellous 

Coffee morning   
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URGENT APPEAL  
Sedgefield News is in dire need of people to deliver copies of Sedgefield News on a regular basis, due to ill health 

and emigration! Two óroundsô are involved: 

16 to 26 Eden Drive (approximately 61 copies).  
Hadleigh Close, Haseldon Grove, Claremont Grove and West Park Lane (approximately 93 copies). Even if 

somebody could do just one of these streets it would help.  

If you think you can assist then ring Judith Edgoose on 01740 620244 or email mail@toddshousefarm.co.uk .  

Thank you  

 

What do éAction Aid, Butterwick Hospice, and Durham 

Society for the Blind and Partially sighted, Mission to sea 

farers and Great North Air Ambulance Service é.all have 
in common? They are just a few of the many good 

causes supported by Sedgefield Lyric, Sedgefield Lyric 

Youth Choir (SLYC) and Lirica to the tune of nearly 

£7000 over the past 10 years.  This considerable 
amount has been raised through regular summer and 

Christmas concerts, and other fundraising events over 

the years.  This year the Lyrics and SLYC summer is on  
Friday 9 th  July and Saturday 10 th  July 2010 at 7.30pm in 

Sedgefield Parish Hall.  The three choirs also contribute 

to the musical life of the village and surrounding area 
and are regularly invited by organisations around the 

district to perform.    

ñThe Lyricsò (as the original choir is fondly known) 
started in 1973.  Keen to encourage young people into 

singing, the next step was the addition of a youth choir 

in 1985.  Recently some of the former SLYC singers 

have developed their talents as new singing group 
Lirica.   Two Lirica members now help out with SLYC, 

and one former youth choir member puts the Lyrics 

through their paces when the regular Musical director is 
not available.  Full circle!  So join us to celebrate the 

SLYC jubilee on October 22 -24 th  2010.  

Singing in the choir is great fun. With the youngest 
member aged seven and others still singing well into 

their eighth decade (we even have three generations of 

the same family singing with us) -  the Lyrics really are a 
ñcommunity choirò.   So if you enjoy songs from the 

shows, well loved classics or something completely new, 

then join us for rehearsals (no auditions) on a Friday 
night at Ceddesfeld Hall, Sedgefield.  We would 

especially like to hear from you if you sing tenor or 

bass.  For more information, contact Joan Green on Tel: 

(01325) 317039 and Sandy Clubley (SLYC) on Tel: 
(01740) 620609  

And come to our summer concert on Friday 9 th  July and 

Saturday 10 th  July 2010 to hear The Lyrics and SLYC in 
concert at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall ï we look forward 

to meeting you!  Admission is by ticket: all adults £5 

including refreshments (£4 for those under 16). Tickets 
are available from Audrey Lofthouse on (01740) 

620625, or from any choir member.   

Mayor Sheila Sutherland presented Sedgefield Players 
Youth Section (SPYS) with a cheque from the mayor's 
fund at the annual assembly in May. SPYS Ciaran and 
Tim Jasper accompanied Players' chairman Norma Neal, 
who said, "We are very grateful for this generous dona-
tion, which will be used to develop the performing talents 
of our enthusiastic group of youngsters." SPYS meet on 
Sundays from 6.30-7.30 pm in the parish hall and new 
members, aged 7 - 17, are welcome. After a break for the 
summer holidays, several members of SPYS will compete 
in Sedgefield Drama Festival in September. For further 
information about SPYS or Sedgefield Players email 
norma@neal.myzen.co.uk or telephone 01740-620091. 

Not just  three choirséé SPYSô cheque from Mayor's fund  

A big thank you to everyone who came and dunked a 

Witch on the Round Table Ducking Stool at last monthsô 

Medieval Fayre. The stool was last used by the Round 
Table nearly 20 years ago and we lovingly restored it in 

time for use this year. Most interest was generated 

when a local school teacher, Mr Legender, and a certain 

Mr Robinson were put on for Dunking! The water was 
pretty cold so you got your moneysô worth; the kids 

particularly enjoyed having a go. Nearly £400 was 

raised on the Ducking Stool alone and combined with 
our Bog of Grog & Lucky Lollies we raised a total of 

nearly £600 which we will be able to distribute to local 

charities and good causes.  
Round Table is a group for like minded young men 

(under 45).  We get together every couple of weeks to 

raise some money, do some good for the community 
and have a bit of fun (with a pint or 2 of course!) If you 

are interested in seeing for yourself what we are about, 

please get in touch with Rob on 01740 629079.  

Sedgefield Round Table  

Lee Beaumont, the new Round Table Chairman, taking up 
position for the start of the day.  
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Snapshots of Sedgefield  
Something a bit different this month. When Viv and Garry Jacobs started 
renovating their lovely Victorian cottage on East Parade in 1999, they found 
strips of brown paper under the stair carpet. Anyone else would have thrown it 
out, but the Jacobs painstakingly cleaned decades of dust from the paper 
strips, stuck them together and found what you see reproduced here. A brown 
paper carrier bag (remember them ?) from J. Mowbray, Italian Grocer and 
Warehouseman. He seemed to sell everything from his Front Street shop, 
including corsets and the mysterious patent "Lily". Does anyone have any 
information or recollection of the shop ? Did your parents or grandparents ever 
mention it ? If you can shed any light on the mystery, or if you have any 
interesting info (or photos) of other shops long gone from Sedgefield, 
please give me a ring on 620091 or email norma@neal.myzen.co.uk.  
 
Many thanks to Dorothy Anderson, who, in June's Snapshot, identifies Florrie 
Dent (nee Iceton) fourth from left in the middle row and Mrs Errington third 
right on the front row. Judith Sedgewick also recognised Florrie, but tells me 
that the lad with the camera in May's Festival of Britain Snapshot is definitely 
NOT her brother Alan. So who is he ?  Please get in touch if you can help out 
or if you would like to loan or donate photographs or other documents to 
Sedgefield Local History Society. New members are very welcome. We meet 
on the first Monday of every month at 7.45 pm in Ceddesfeld Hall. See the 
diary for details of this month's speaker.  

The 157 th  Sedgefield and District Agricultural Show  
Which takes place on Saturday 14 th  August 2010 in the Robert Brown Show 
Field, West Park, Sedgefield, has been a tradition in the local area for over 150 
years and as this event continues to grow year on year, the Show Committee 
anticipates a record number of entries and attendees in 2010. Gates open at 
10am and car parking is free. Marquees open at 12 noon and attendees will be 
able to enjoy a variety of activities including a full range of competitions and 
displays comprising of agricultural classes for horses, ponies, vintage tractors, 
small livestock, a floristry demonstration and a dog show. The cattle and sheep 
classes once again make a return this year, along with the heavy horse 
category. The Show will also be hosting the only Goat Show in County Durham.  
There will also be several marquees with craft stalls, horticultural displays, home 
produce and handicrafts. The popular food hall makes a return this year where 
there will be a vast range of local and regional delicacies on offer. New this year 
is the attendance of Ferryhill based Yard of Ale Brewery offering a grand 
selection of real ales; and Keith Langhamôs Frere Quenelle Liqueurs will allow 
visitors to sample a range of spirits and liqueurs.  
In the horticulture marquee visitors can view the prize vegetables, home and 
farm produce that will be on display, along with outstanding floral arrangements 
and floral demonstrations. In the craft tent, there will be a spinning and weaving 
demonstration and proggy mat making. A wide range of stalls will also be 
available including wood craft, art work and Thai hand made products.   
The Show Committee are also looking forward to a large number of entries for 
the ever popular óBuild a Scarecrow Competitionô where participants will be 
required to base their ódesignô on a famous person, a profession or somebody 
they know, in an effort to win the óOliver Scarecrow Cupô, courtesy of Ann and 
Norman Oliver. All scarecrows will be on display outside of the craft marquee 
prior to judging. For some family fun, Turners Funfair will be present along with 
the latest concept for kidsô party fun, Go-Kart Party.     
2010 sees the return of the Sedgefield Harriers running club who will be hosting 
the óTemple Challengeô where anyone 15 years and over can take part in a race 
from the Show Field to the Hardwick Park Temple and back. The race starts at 
1.00pm and the Harriers are expecting to attract a large number of entrants. A 
family fun run is also expected to take place.    
A large number of trade stands are also expected, ranging from ride on lawn 
mowers and bespoke Equine jewellery & gifts to RJB Trailers and regatta 
clothing. J&M Pet Beds makes a return and the Police Crime Prevention Vehicle 
will also be in attendance. A number of local and national charities will also be 
visiting. In an effort to sustain these local events, which promote activities on 
which villages like Sedgefield have been dependant for such a long time, the 
Show Committee would like to thank the many supporters whose commitment 
allows unique events such as Sedgefield Agricultural Show to bring local people, 
industries and traditions together.  
Ian Mason, Show Chairman, said, ñAfter the increasing success and 
interest in Sedgefield Show, we are once again excited for this yearôs 
event and hope to increase attendees from a record number last year. I 
would also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their kind 
support and commitment.ò  

Several times winners of the Best 

Small Town Award in Northumbria 

in Bloom, Sedgefield won a gold 
medal in 2009 and was invited to 

take part in Britain in Bloom 2010. 

Preparations are continuing apace 

and you will soon see new planting 
at all the village entrances and 

roundabouts as well as the usual 

glorious show in the centre of the 
village. Regional judging takes 

place on Tuesday July 20, with the 

national judges following on Thurs-
day August 12. Everyone can help 

to show Sedgefield at its very best 

on those days -  and every other 
day of the year -  by keeping the 

village litter free, putting out hang-

ing baskets and tubs and, of 

course, enjoying your  own gardens 
and allotments, as well as our 

beautiful village green, the grounds 

of Ceddesfeld Hall and the magnifi-
cent Hardwick Park. If you have a 

bright gardening idea, would like to 

become a sponsor, join the Bloom-
ers, donate some plants or any-

thing else to help Sedgefield in 

Bloom, please contact Angela at the 
council offices on 621273, an-

gela.simpson@sedgefield.net.   

 

Bloominô Help Needed 


