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i A Happy New Year from all at Sedgefield News w
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Sedgefield Citizen of the Year 2011 & two other special awards

The Mayor, Allan Blakemore presented an
illuminated certificate and engraved glass
decanter to the Sedgefield Citizen of the Year for

2011 winner, Geoff Raynor  (2nd left, with
representatives of the 3 organising groups). He
said that this year's winner has beaten off a
number of strong contenders. He is a person who
in one way or another will have helped almost
every community group in Sedgefield. One of his
most outstanding achievements this year has
been his success in the Northumbria in Bloom
awards as well as Civic Trust flower awards. He is
a very quiet unassuming person who has lived in
Sedgefield for a number of years and Allan gave
him a personal thank you for the assistance he
has given the Town Council and himself during his
term in office. He certainly helped in putting
Sedgefield on the map when the President of the
United States came to dine in his premises.

A Special Achievement Award was given to Sedgefield Harriers. During the
course of 2011 Sedgefield Harriers were named as the Athletics Development
Club of the Year for the North East. English Athletics then recognised the work
going on and awarded them the National Development Club of the year and on
Saturday November 28th they won the United Kingdom Club of the Year award,
ahead of Major City Clubs such as Belfast Harriers, Swansea Harriers and
Edinburgh Southern Harriers. This is a truly significant achievement worthy of
recognition by their home Town Council. Ean Parsons  (right), accepting the
Special Achievement Award, thanked the Town Council and said he was bowled
over by the recognition, the best thing
being the 150 young people who come
along to the athletics, which gives
tremendous satisfaction.

Finally the Mayor presented flowers to
a member of the community who has
given much over the years, former
crossing lady, Barbara Nicholls

(left, with Lesley Swinbank).

Bring your sedgefieldweb page up to date

If you have an entry on our website, please log in to see if you want to :
keep the section and the contents or delete it entirely : amend the contents, perhaps
to point to your new website : make any other changes.

email John Fitzpatrick a sedgefieldweb@hotmail.co.uk
If you are a social media fan, you can now follow
Sedgefield News on Twitter!

ourusernameis @ SedgefieldNews and we will be doing our
best to tweet the latest news from the community.




Warning: this article contains science. For anyone who would rather read, RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch
say, fAbunny rabbits meet gruesome endso t hemapigeesttakesplak bbrndce., ha

fear. The science is at the end - just skip the last 2 paragraphs! weekendof28 -29 January, buf
Jon Reeve continues his occasional series on science. nothing to do with MPs, celebrities or
A sport; just feathered friends and over
Havenot h ear d Readfon Kr ome k ? half a million people across the UK
Kromek, the first tenant on NETPark is commercialising some cutting edge spending an hour recording the birds
technology that has applications in security, industry, defence and medicine. It they see from their window.
has grown rapidly since 2005 and is poised to become a well -known name the The resulting information helps the
world over. RSPB form a comprehensive picture
For 20 years the department of physics at Durham University investigated how of how well, or not so well, each
to produce defect -free crystals of an intriguing and useful semiconductor. species is doing. School children and
Defect -free crystals of this semiconductor are very good at detecting X -rays teachers are also taking part, with
and gamma -rays (X -rays in medical imaging and gamma -rays generated in the Big Schoolso6 Birdwa
nuclear reactors and from outer space). Durham Crystals Ltd, a spin - off between 16th & 30th January.
company from the University proved the applicability and now Kromek is You can request a free Big Garden
selling products based on the technology with more to come. Birdwatch pack over the phone by

calling 0300 456 8330. Or visit the
RSPB website www.rspb.org.uk/
birdwatch for more information and

If you have been through Durham Tees Valley Airport recently you may have
had some bottle contents scrutinised by a piece of equipment with the Kromek

label displayed proudly on the front. Using their X -ray detectors, this - .
equipment can tell what materials are contained in bottles from their X -ray to submit your results online.
6signatured6. The equipment is so accurate ithﬁsatﬁ]aé-ﬁbétférhs%ni&jsfferer

shampoo and liquid explosive. The trials at our local airport have proved so
successful, that the CEO of Kromek predicts that all UK airports will be using . ) )
senior residents of Sedgefield were

their equipment in a few months time! L : A
. . . _ invited once again to join Richard and
That is not the only application of Kromekowa{heeaﬁdm?ggtﬁétqthalrdwckcurrent

Japands tdamagred Fukushi ma Nuclear Power Pl anAmsfoKarc&T{BlﬁnEn?aﬂ/th%@t ectors
are being put to use in detecting damaging gamma -rays coming from the core. course Christmas Meal

For those budding astronauts amongst you who have been following the latest The event was arranged through the
Mars mission that blasted off from Florida a few weeks ago, you will be DIDO Project which is supported by

interested to hear that Kromekds technol 09ySeHg%ﬁeIHlﬁe{/eTb&nerﬂ?rlﬁst.éld?ia use il
Mars rover, called Curiosity. We shall probably be hearing a lot from and about Wills said "Even though the economic

On Monday 5th December, 50 of our

Curiosity in about 8 months time when it lands on Mars. situation for businesses is so bad the

An interesting application in development is medical imaging. Kromek are boys still thought about the older

currently working on medical X -ray machines that provide 3 -dimensional people at Christmas and put

i mages. I f you want to |l ook out for it in f uthemseResypuetatreatthenithee t e c hnc
is XRA. really lovely meal. We sincerely hope

The CEO of Kromek, Dr Arnab Bashu, was keen ttoeirlusiresscontouestoltehat Kr o1
success extends further still. To date, the company has 140 patents in successful. They deserve it.'

semiconductors and has received international recognition from the US Dept of Doris Wilson & Dulcie Hedley at the

Defense in their Security SME of the Year award. There has been personal Hardwick Arms Christmas lunch

success for Indian -born, anglicised Arnab, who was awarded UK Entrepreneur o

of the Year by Ernst & Young. Watch out world, here comes north -east ( L ;
manufacturing pride born aloft by people like Arnab. v D ,"""""' ")’

For those who eyes gloss over when the conversation turns to science here
is a YouTube video link: http://youtu.be/kgE20_zjoZQ. For all you science
nerds (and the intellectually curious) here comes the good stuff:

The technique for creating defect -free crystals of the semiconductor Cadmium
Telluride (CdTe) is called vapour -deposition. The technigue was nicely
compared by Arnab to nature creating black ice on roads. Black ice is created
when water vapour in the air hits a very cold surface (black tarmac) and

deposits a layer of water ice. Over time this builds up into a substantial crystal

of water ice that happens to be relatively defect -free and so absolutely clear.
The alternative technique is called liquid -deposition and can be compared to
making ice cubes in the freezer. It creates a crystal of water ice, but one with
|l ots of defects in the crystal causing it I
detectors are CdTe crystals that need to be defect -free for high efficiency
operation.
These detectors can also identify the material that the particles of radiation BlOCki\S boys make it
penetrate. They can measure the energy of an incoming particle of radiation .
accurately and from the detection of many radiation particles, build an energy a hat-trick!
6profiled of the material which can be mat c hletieBiskop Augkiayd Temmblalin s u b st
including explosives. We will know that the science has arrived when one of quiz on 7th December, Mike Blocki's
Kromekés machines appears on an episode of C®anlregisteredanemphatic15
. point victory, making it three wins
Correction on the trot, following second place in
My apologies go to the talented people who work at NETPark for a couple of 2008 and joint first in 2007. The
mistakes in the last article. | wrote NETpark, an obvious error which a few winning team was Mike Blocki, Brian
eagle -eyed readers may have spotted. Secondly, NETPark is owned by Lowes, Tony Bland, Andrew Can-
Durham County Council and has developed strong partnerships with nings, Graeme Oram and John Race.
Durham University and the Centre for Process Innovation around NETPark. 38 teams took part and all proceeds

go to a local charity.



Watch Manager, Kim Ashton retires from Durham & Darlington Fire & Rescue Service
Retiring after, amazingly, 32 years service at Sedgefield Fire Station, T
| ask mysel f, fiwhere did all that ti
| feel extremely proud to have served the local community and to

have had the good support of many dedicated and committed fire

service personnel from Sedgefield both past and present, as well as

the wider community. | ém also deligh
with the Station achievements in recent years, from bravery awards

presented to Sedgefield firefighters, to winning the County Durham

and Darlington Road Traffic Collision Extrication Competition on no

less than three occasions. We currently have two Fire -fighters from
Sedgefield on the Service Team, competing at national level.

There have been many changes over those 32 years, in the

personnel, equipment and training of retained firefighters, as well as
changes to Sedgefield village itself
though the population of Sedgefield increased over the years, thanks

to national and local initiatives we have managed to significantly

reduce domestic fire incidents and | in
those initiatives.

Life wildl not be the same for me wit | ea
can |l ook forward to some unbroken ni

Windows on Wynyard

Although Snapshots of Sedgefield made its
last appearance for a while last month, |
couldn't resist including this wonderful pho-
tograph, kindly loaned to Sedgefield Local
History Society by Brian Stephenson.

Members recently completed a history of
Wynyard Hall and  hope to compile a future
publication focusing on ~ workers at Wynyard.
This 1924 picture, entitled The Bothy Group,
shows a group of gardeners, listed on the
back left to right  as Fred, Joe, Philip, Bob,
Alf, Ted and the enigmatic 'Myself'. If any-
one can supply further information about

these fine fellows or any others who worked

at Wynyard, especially if you have photos or
documents relating to them, we'd be de-
lighted to hear from you.

Please contact me on 01740 620091 or

email norma@neal.myzen.co.uk

: :KDWIV QRW WR OLNH ZKHQ \
Teachers became pUleS! a chance to relive your youth?

As part of the Children in Need fundraising drive, teachers of Sedgefield Editoros plug for the
Community College reversed roles with students for a day. For one day only

students were permitted to attend school without their normal school uniform ROCk n' BIueS CIUb

whil st staff all wore the studentso6 uniformGaRkRaoryt vrmnatodlsy stime sr dlhé s
did not extend to students issuing their teachers with detentions! very persuasively, so | finally took

The money raised (£1267.82) will be shared between Children in Need, the plunge last month (though minus

Teenage Cancer Trust and Guide Dogs for the Blind. the high heeled sneakers | may have

been found wearing way back!).
As one of a bunch of blues  -mad
teenagers | danced the early 60s
away to Long John Bal
Wolf, John Lee Hooker, The McCoys,
Georgie Fame & the Blue Flames ...
and | had thought those days were
long gone. Ok, it may be a teeny bit
more sedate than those heady
Redcar nights (yesreally!) buton
Blues night the Parish Hall actually
does have a great club vibe: good

musicians, friendly company - evena
little dancing pit, front of stage.
The next gig, featuri

with support from BlueBuds, is on
February 18th. Get your tickets
early and youdll save
pint of the local real ale at what they
refer to as ARound T



