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A Happy and Peaceful New Year to all our readers 

Our thanks to Eddie Orwin for this beautiful picture of St. Edmundôs in the snow. 

Ken Saiger receiving his award from the mayor, Allan Blakemore, with 

Mel Broadbelt (Rotary) on the left and Roger Clubley (Sedgefield 

Development Trust) on the right.  

Ken Saiger is Sedgefieldõs Citizen of the Year for 2010 
A very surprised Ken Saiger was presented 

with an illuminated certificate and 

engraved glass decanter on becoming 
Sedgefieldôs óCitizen of the Yearô for 2010 -  

he thought he had come to take 

photographs of the award ceremony!  

In presenting the award the Mayor, Cllr. 
Allan Blakemore, reflected on the many 

things Ken was involved with. He is a 

founder member of the Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme and was instrumental in 

the introduction of the Flask in Fridge 

which gives vital information to the 
emergency services. He has raised 

awareness of the need to improve the 

safety and security of the elderly, disabled 
and vulnerable in their homes, fitting 

security measure and smoke alarms to 

peoplesô homes. He was also instrumental 

in getting improved bus services to help 
the elderly and disabled. Kenôs own take 

on the ceremony is  on page 4.  
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Snapshots of Sedgefield  
 

Thanks to many kind readers of Snapshots of Sedgefield, the Local History Society gained over 150 extra photo-

graphs last year, as well as  a fund of interesting information. We even acquired some historical objects from the 

wonderful Tommy Johnson of Ferryhill. Sedgefield born and bred, Tommy has a phenomenal memory and took us 
for a fascinating walk round Sedgefield, from the comfort of his own armchair, naming the people who lived in virtu-

ally every house. As well as several other pictures and documents, he loaned us this great footballing photograph of 

St. Edmund's AFC pre 1939. The goalie is Tucker (also known as Tosher) Sirrell, next to him on the right is Eddie 

Kent, at either end the Lockhead brothers, Reg on the left, Gay on the right. In the front row  on the left is  Ken 
Nokes, on the right Geordie Davison, who worked in the council offices and, sadly, was killed in the war. Third right 

is Jack Iceton. If you can name any of the other players or have any information about the team, please contact me 

on 01740 -620091 or email norma@neal.myzen.co.uk. Sedgefield Local History Society meets the first Monday of 
every month at 7.45 pm in Ceddesfeld Hall. New members and one -off visitors are very welcome.  

In December's snapshot of amateur dramatics at the rectory, Sandra Coyle spotted her grandmother, Elsie Pratt 

(nee Such, later Koch) second left in the  back row, wearing a top hat.  

Sedgefield 700  
 

Plans are well on the way for a whole host of exciting events in 2012 to mark  the 700th anniversary of the granting 
of Sedgefield's  market charter.  Local organisations have come together under the banner of Sedgefield 700 to en-

sure that the important date is marked in fine style.   A new market cross, similar to the design for the Ball Game 

statue, will be unveiled.  The year also features the London Olympics and the Queen's Diamond Jubilee, so we have 

plenty to celebrate.   Street parties, tea parties, school Olympics and gymnastics,  a flower festival,  an open gardens 
day, a St. George's night, a pancake race, a ghost walk, a town crier competition,  a Sedgefield 700 village photo-

graph.  Just a few of the treats in store. The Local History Society will launch two books,  a history of Victorian Sedge-

field and a children's history of the village.  Sedgefield Players June production will be based upon events of 700 
years ago.  The Veterans  plan  a Forces Day on the green with troops marching through the village. The Round Ta-

ble,  Rotary Club, Racecourse and Hardwick Park will organise special events and the schools will be involved in all 

sorts of interesting projects.    All this in addition to fireworks, concerts, the Mediaeval Fayre and festivals of beer, 
music and drama. The Sedgefield 700 group has its next meeting in the council offices  at 10 am on Friday January 

14.  Do come along if you'd like to be involved or contact the council offices on 01740 -  621273.  


