
   

 

After a chilly start from Ceddesfeld, 

we set off on our adventure to 

Brussels, Belgium. We drove up to 

Edinburgh and flew to Brussels, 

arriving at the Sleepwell Youth 

Hostel late at night.  

On day two we visited the famous 
Atomium near the Heysel Stadium, 

as well as mini -Europe, a small scale 

version oféEurope! On returning to 

the hotel we visited the Mannequin 

de Pis as well as the light show in 

the Grande Place, and ended the day 

with a pizza.  

Day three saw the day of the big 
race in the shadow of the Atomium. 

Emily Robertshaw, Elise Brown and I 

were up first for two laps of the cross 

country course and were placed 14th 

(me), 39th (Emily) and 41st (Elise). 

Iôm at the very top of the age group, 

while Emily is three days off the 
bottom. Next it was Rory Varley's 

turn for 2.5km of the course and he 

came 45th. All the while, Gary 

Hetherington and Diane Baines were 

completing the 10k road race around 

the edge of the park.  

Next on the cross country course for 

a 4km run were Jonathan Baines, 
Ben Hetherington and Lee Armes 

finishing in 11th, 19th and 42nd.  

After watching the international men 

and women race in a heavy snow 

shower we headed back to the hotel 

for some well deserved pizza!  

Travelling home on Monday was an 
adventure to say the least. After an 

early morning wake up call, and the 

obvious game of pool, we left the 

Sleepwell for the very last time. On 

arriving at the airport, after much 

confusion we established our plane 

was cancelled and flying was not an 

option. So a 15 hour ferry was 
booked and we were getting home in 

time for Christmas! The Pride of 

Bruges was more luxurious than the 

hostel with power showers, 

comfortable beds and good food. 

Unfortunately, sea sickness got the 

better of two of our runners, but 
nurse Diane was on hand to help and 

everybody was okay in the morning. 

Entertainment on the ship was so 
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The group in front of the Atomium: 

Gary Hetherington, Diane Baines, 

Jonna Baines, Lee Armes, Rory Varley, 
Scott Hydon, Elise Brown,  

Ben Hetherington, Emily Robertshaw 
and Abie Hearmon  

The Junior Harriersô Brussels Adventure  Abie Hearmon reports 

good that Rory fell asleep in the 

cinema, probably helped by the 

'gentle' rocking of the boat.  

After a good nightôs sleep we were 

finally in England, although it 

seemed like passport control didn't 

want us in the country!  
When we were finally free, Dave 

from Trimdon picked us up in his 

mini -bus and we set off for 

Sedgefield. But the story doesn't end 

there -  Diane, Scott and Gary still 

had to go to Edinburgh to pick up 

their cars and only when they 

returned was the Sedgefield Harriersô 
trip to Brussels officially over.  

Ben Hetherington in Harriers vest  

More photos page 7  
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@ Sedgefield Community College   
Students of Sedgefield Community  
College are holding weekly coffee  
mornings in our  community café.   

Come along for a cup of tea or coffee 
and a homemade cake or biscuit. 

The Cupcake Café will run  
each Friday during term time  
from 10:00am ï 12:00 noon.  

All profits go to charity.  

No ordinary óBack to Schoolô for College students this year  

Whilst youngsters across the country reluctantly 

returned to their desks after the Christmas break, 

students of Sedgefield Community College did so with 

much excitement and enthusiasm as they walked 

through the doors of their brand new £18m building 

for the first time. The college, which was fortunate to 

be one of the few schools in the  
country to benefit from the óBuilding Schools for the 

Futureô initiative before the programme was scrapped 

by the new coalition government, opened for the first 

time at the beginning of term.  

Whilst not unappealing to the eye from the outside, it 

is not until you enter the building that the true visual 

impact of the building can be appreciated. Built 

around a large, striking central óheartspaceô which 
incorporates performance and teaching areas, the 

building branches off into a number of specialist 

areas, of which the sport area is particularly 

impressive with a large purpose built Dance Studio, a 

vast sports hall (photo p.6) and a fitness room 

equipped with modern machines. However, it is clear 

to see that significant emphasis has also been placed 
upon ensuring general teaching areas are equipped 

and furnished to the highest of standards. Every area 

provides teachers with the latest technology at their 

fingertips, whilst students have brand new laptops 

available to them should they wish to use them.  

Headteacher Dave Davies is understandably  

pleased with the outcome of what he explained  

has been a long process to reach this point.  
ñThe vision of Sedgefield Community College is 

summed up in the acronym óAchieveô. We aim to 

ensure that every child enjoys their time at school 

and aspires to achieve as highly as possible not only 

academically but also through sport and the Arts. This 

fantastic new building provides us with the perfect 

environment through which to achieve this goal and 
continue the huge improvements that have taken 

place recently. The building is a significant piece in 

the jigsaw of creating a truly outstanding school.  

ñIn recent times, the college has seen significant 

change with staff restructuring, the introduction of a 

new approach to ensuring positive student behaviour 

and of course the new uniform.  

In addition, the introduction of new teaching and 
learning methodology coupled with the huge 

improvements in GCSE performance over the summer 

has seen the college become one of the most 

successful and improved schools in Durham. I am 

confident that the movement to the new building will 

further accelerate this process of improvement.  

During this time the college has continued to devote a huge amount of time to 
working alongside designers and builders to ensure that the new building 

supports the ethos of the college and ensures that generations of  

students can óAchieve@ Sedgefieldô.ò 

Sedgefield Has Talent  
In aid of the Mayor's Charity for  

local groups & organisations  
 

On 1st April there will be a Grand 
Concert in the Parish Hall, show -

casing the best entertainers  

Sedgefield has to offer. If you are a 

magician, singer, dancer, musician 

or have any other entertaining skills, 

don't be shy! Pop into Sedgefield 

Town Council Office (or telephone 
621273) as soon as possible, to find 

out how to be one of the artistes 

appearing in the spring concert.  

Charity Gig  
 

'Anywhere But Here' is a band of 

5 young lads from Sedgefield area  

who have been together for about 2 
years, playing gigs organised by 

Sedgefield Drop - In.   

They practise in Trimdon at The 

Green (the old Labour Club), where 

they will play a charity gig on  

February 19th (details p.11).  

The line -up is Anywhere But Here, 
Kieran Clarke and The Queen Bees. 

All proceeds will go to Butterwick 

Hospice & epilepsy research.  


