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A very Merry Christmas to all our Readers  

Bring your sedgefieldweb page up to date  
and help us keep our New Yearôs resolution!  
The first step in the huge task of updating sedgefieldweb.co.uk is to make sure 
that the content of all sections is current and correct. I would like to appeal to 
everyone that has an entry on the website to log in and see if you want to:  

keep the section and the contents  
delete it entirely  
amend the content (perhaps to point to your new website?)  
make any other changes (to a different classification etc.)  

To help with this we have established a new email address, so please could you 
look at your entry and email me, John Fitzpatrick, at  

sedgefieldweb@hotmail.co.uk  to let me know what you want to do.  

Panto World Premiere  
Sedgefield Players bring a brand new 

Cinderella to Sedgefield this year, 
showcasing a fantastic array of home 

grown talents: the writing skills of 
Thomas Guest and David Jasper 

combined with brand new musical 
compositions by 17 year old Tim 

Jasper, with lyrics by  father David. 
The young musicians are led by Tim 

on keyboards,  sister Ciaran  on 
saxophone and  school friends Jo 

Humprey and Libby McCollom on 
drums and guitar.   

The youthful theme continues, with 

many leading roles, including 
Cinderella, Buttons, Dandini,  

Gerald the Herald  and the two 
knockabouts, Smash and 

Grab,  played by members of SPYS.  
Thomas Guest and Terry West glam 

up beautifully as the Ugly Sisters, 
Sarah Legender's Prince is utterly 

Charming, while  Fairy Godmothers 
Sarah Atkinson and Jacqui O'Meara 
use all their magic powers  to bring 

about a happy ending. Director 

Walter Howell talks proudly of the 
Playersô proud tradition of bringing 
heart warming family panto to the 
stage of the parish hall and looks 

forward to giving us a home grown 
panto second to none.  

Don't miss this exciting world 
premiere here on your doorstep.  

For details of times and ticket prices, 
please see the diary page.  

 

Lyrical Notes  
Song writing talent is to the fore at 
Sedgefieldôs traditional Christmas 

concert too. A beautiful new carol by 
Tim Jasper and Elaine Thomson will 

be premiered, amongst other 
favourite carols and seasonal songs 

sung by Lirica, Slyc and the Lyric 
Singers. Dates & details on page 11.  

 

SLYC also sing at a gala concert at 

Durham Cathedral on December 2nd. 
If you would like to support them call 

Rob on 07813601731 for details.  

Two very young 
librarians!  

 

Niamh Saggoo &  Aleisha 
Grimes proudly display 
their certificates after 

becoming the first children 

to complete the new 
Junior Librarian Award . 

The  6 week scheme is 
aimed at children aged 

between 8 and 11, and 
gives them the chance to 

find what out goes on 
behind the scenes at the 

Library. They especially 
enjoyed stamping and 

shelving the books.   
Congratulations to both!  

Your Christmas card delivery service  
The 1 st  Sedgefield Scouts Explorer unit will once again be running its Christmas 
card delivery service in December.   If you would like to use the service, please 
drop off your fully addressed cards (for Sedgefield addresses only!) at Number 

Four or Tickety -Boo on High Street, before 22 nd December, and the Explorers 
will do the rest.   All donations for making deliveries will be very gratefully 
received and will help 1 st  Sedgefield Scouts continue to deliver great 
experiences and skills to young people in the area.  
 

... and our Sedgefield News delivery service  
Itôs a good time of year to say thank you to everyone involved in keeping this 
community enterprise going. Thanks to all our advertisers, without whose 
support we couldnôt operate, to everyone who sends news, features and diary 
events, and most especially to those who go out in all weathers to make sure 

Sedgefield News goes through every letterbox in our distribution area.  
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COUNTY DURHAM & DARLINGTON FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE  

Retained Duty System Firefighter Recruitment  
 

As a retained firefighter you will provide an óon callô part time service,  
responding to fire and emergency calls in the same way as  
Wholetime Firefighters, using the same appliances and equipment.  
 

The difference is that you will be óon callô in your home or at work rather than at a fire 
station. You would be required, during your hours of declared availability, to remain 
within 5 minutes traveling distance of the fire station, so that you can respond quickly, 
but you donôt have to be confined to the house.   
Itôs like having a part time job ï you have to commit to the cover youôve agreed to ï  
and like a part time job, you get paid for it! 
 

Could you be a Retained Firefighter?  
We are looking for enthusiastic individuals with common sense, the ability to deal with 
physically and emotionally demanding situations and also have the ability to work as 
part of a team.  To apply to join the service as a Retained Firefighter, you do not  
need any qualifications, instead you will need to:      
        

Be at least 18 years of age  
Be physically and medically fit  
Have good hearing and eyesight  
Have a real interest in the fire service and helping the community  

 

Most importantly, you must live or work  within 5 minutes of Sedgefield Fire Station.  
We are especially looking for anyone who can provide availability during  
the hours of 8am and 6pm (or any part of).  
 

Interested? For further information please contact either: 
Robin Turnbull 07545 207195 rturnbul@ddfire.gov.uk  
John Walkden 07795301914 jwalkden@ddfire.gov.uk  

Snapshots  of Sedgefield  

The December snapshot will be the last for a while, but Sedgefield Local History 
Society would like to thank all those  helpful readers who have phoned or 
emailed with fascinating information. We are also very grateful for all the 

additional photos so kindly loaned or donated, which have added significantly to 
our archive. Our  final Snapshot, taken in 1893, shows officers and nurses at 
Winterton Hospital. The photograph comes from  a wonderful album donated a 
few months ago,  containing several groups like this, many of them staff groups, 

some with patients too. The lively social life of Winterton is beautifully captured 
in numerous photographs of amateur dramatics, annotated with the names of 
the productions,  performers and the parts they played. A superb insight into a 
vanished world. Sedgefield LHS meets on the first Monday of every month and 

new members and guests are very welcome.  Details are on the diary page.  
 

Our grateful thanks to Norma Neal for bringing us this fascinating and always 
popular Sedgefield News feature.  

BREAKTHROUGH BREAST CANCER 

'MUSICALITY' event  
After months in the planning and a 
few sleepless nights, Saturday 1st 

October dawned as one of the hottest 
days of the year. No sun worshipping 
for me and my stoic helpers -  far too 
much to do! Baking, sandwich 

making, transporting a thousand 
things. Prizes to display, tables to 
adorn with pink 'Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer' helium filled balloons, 

stickers and beautiful floral 
centrepieces. The result was a sight 
for sore eyes. Tables in the Fletcher 
room groaned with donated food. We 

had an Honesty Tombola 
(unmanned), every ticket a winner! 
The 50 raffle prizes donated by local 
businesses, friends and family were 

exceptional -  the 15th prize being a 3 
course Sunday Lunch for 4 people at 
The Hardwick Arms! Thank you so 

much to all who donated.  
To a full capacity Parish Hall, our 
entertainment was an eclectic mix to 
suit everyone. The Old Age Travellers 

started the evening with a light 
hearted, foot stomping up -beat mood 
which set the scene for the evening. 
The very talented Lol & Maxine Allan 

followed, entertaining us with a 
fabulous array of musical instruments 
and great singing. The second half of 
our evening, my daughter in law 

Sarah, who sings professionally, 
belted out an array of pop and rock 
and had everyone dancing in the 
aisles! I was fortunate to have two 

contacts to make the night possible, 
Sarah and Joan Edmundson, a long 
time close friend; thanks to her input 
the show came together. The John 

Wrightson Band ended our fantastic 
night with another great show of 
upbeat music to dance to.  

A huge thank you to everyone 
involved and my gratitude also to 
Sedgefield Town Council for their 
donation of £50; Sedgefield Round 

Table, £200 and Barclays Bank, who 
match funded up to £750, making 
our grand total of £2600.  
Breast Cancer affects 46,000 women 

a year and we all know someone in 
Sedgefield who has developed this 
dreaded disease. Some have sadly 
not made it, others, like myself and 

Joan are the fortunate ones.  
Our fund raising event is to 
contribute to research for the sake of 
all our grandchildren's future health.  

The Breakthrough scientists have 
made a massive step towards 
answering one of the fundamental 
questions in breast cancer research; 

where the disease originates. This 
discovery could eventually lead to 
more effective treatments and 
ultimately the prevention of the 

disease.  
Maureen Legender; 621183  

Breakthrough.org.uk/donate  

Picture opposite page top left  
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Rock 'n' Blues Club  
What a night our last event was.  
Beyond superlatives, as all present will 
attest! Tony Moore, a sub editor from 

"Blues Matters " (the magazine in the 
UK) visited (our fame is spreading)  
and this is what he said of us.  
"There's a great blues venue in 

Sedgefield Co. Durham. I was there  
last night to see the Oli Brown band  
with support from the Mentulls. Fantastic show, the best sound from the sound 
desk I have heard in years. The room holds 120, the venue has just had a 

beautifully done revamp. The place was full, friendly atmosphere, you should 
check this club out, Sedgefield blues.co.uk". Praise indeed! If you would like to 
take the advice of a National authority on quality music,  our next event is on 

December 3rd and features 24 Pesos (winners of numerous national awards, 
including Best New Band) supported by Tom Attah and his acoustic guitar.  
 

Tickets from the Post Office, if you haven't got them already. With a Round 
Table priced bar till late, too, it really doesn't get better than this!  

Fond Farewells  

Mrs Sandra Cummings  is retiring from Sedgefield Primary School at the end of 

this term. She has taught at the school for over 25 years, initially teaching Junior 
children and then spending several years as a very effective Reception teacher 
before taking responsibility for Year 2 and KS1 SATs.  

The childrenôs great results and high achievement are due, in no small part, to 
her commitment, enthusiasm and encouragement of their individual talents and 
skills. Who will forget her ódeath of a thousand kissesô, used in equal part to 
motivate and inspire stragglers or to commend a good piece of work.  

Her special interest in music and drama led to lively, colourful and entertaining 
Infant Christmas performances ï percussionists always a special feature!   

Mrs Sandra Mark  (pictured right) also retires at Christmas,  having spent the last 15 years as the 
Deputy Head. Her commitment to the maintenance and improvement of school results and 

achievement led to many new initiatives in classroom procedures and she was always available to 
support and encourage members of staff in their professional development. Mrs Mark very ably led 
the school in the year between Mr Irvineôs retirement and Mrs Coxôs appointment, inspiring the 
development and renovation of the Junior part of the school, as well as ensuring the safeguarding of 

our pupils with CCTV and new security fencing.  
Both have contributed such a lot to the school and we have really appreciated their dedication, hard 
work, superb teaching and caring support of the hundreds of children who have attended  
the school over the years. Theyôll be a hard act to follow! 

Dropswell Farm Shop &  
Farm Yard Cafe  

01429 880661 
Open Thursday 10 -4, Friday &  

Saturday 9 -4 & Sunday 10 -4   and  
 

Craddock's Butchers, Trimdon  
01429 883498 Tues-Fri 8-3, Sat 8-1 

 

*for the best of Festive Food*  

Sedgefield Community College  
Head Boy / Head Girl  
Seven students were recently nominated for the roles 
of Head Boy and Head Girl at the College. Following a 

formal interview, which mimicked the intensity of a 
professional job interview, the panel, Headteacher, 
Dave Davies, Deputy Headteacher, Sandy Baird and 
Chair of Governors, John Bowler, chose Sebastian 

Reichel (right) as Head Boy and Lily Grundy (left) as 
Head Girl. Both students demonstrated the qualities 
required to represent the values and ethos of the 
college.  

Retirement  
A long serving member of staff at Sedgefield 
Community College finally hung up her apron for the 
very last time. Yvonne Houston, pictured with  

Lily Grundy and Dave Davies, has worked at the college for over twenty 
years as a lunchtime supervisor. We wish her well for the future.  

A bright night for Cancer Research UK  
The community of Bishop Middleham gathered en masse to support a charity 

bonfire and fireworks night, to raise essential funding for cancer research. Local 
mum, Rachel Turner  held the November 5th event for the charity after losing 

her mum to a rare cancer. ñI wanted to arrange this event because our village 
no longer has a bonfire party for local children and I thought it would be great 

to do something for Cancer Research UK.ò 
The night raised well over a thousand pounds with parents, children and  

friends taking part in a Guy Fawkes competition, auction and raffle.  
Many local businesses donated to the event and Rachel especially wants to 
thank Sedgefield Racecourse,  Bolamôs, Ministers, the Co-op, The Dun Cow,  

Tickety -boo, Sedgefield Fisheries, Evolution, Hardwick Arms, Enchantments, 

Peridot, Sunkissed, Baroque and the many local companies, friends and  
family who generously gave their time to make the event such a success.  

A note from Sedgefield Round Table  
We have raised quite a lot of money this year and would like to encourage local good 
causes to come forward to request funding. Recent examples include our donation to 

Sedgefield Primary School for all -weather play clothing  for the children, as well as to the  
�µ�0�X�V�L�F�D�O�L�W�\�¶���H�Y�H�Q�W���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�� 

101  returns to  

the Black Lion on  
Sat 3rd December 

at 8.30pm. Please 
come along and 

help fill the place! 
Songs from Kings 

Of Leon, Killers, Foo 
Fighters, & possibly  

a special guest!  


