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Sedgefield News

By the villagers for the villagers of Sedgefield, Bradbury & Mordon
December 2003

Here we goa -carolling, See the December Diary
' 11
upon the village green... RIRaTE

On Friday 19" December, to the
accompaniment of Fishburn Band,
once again theillagersof Sedgefield

will gather on the green outside

for a whole host of festive
dates- Church services,
Christmas concerts,
Panto and all your favourite
clubs & societies,

St Edmunddés Chur ch, getttiﬂgréé@yltoeplﬂénat e
the seasonal style!

the birth of Jesus Christ.

Singers have probably sung carols locally
for 200 years and more,
& the present custom has been part of
our Sedgefield Churches Together agend
for 35 years. :

Our carols are simply a
musical form of prayer, so let us
remember, especially this Christmas,
the urgent need for peace

in our world.

As your Ministers, we pray that all
who live in this area will have Dondt forget the f

a Happy Christmas in their celebration  Be out on the Village Green at
of Christos birtthe stroke of Midnight

Revds. Martin King on the 31st, to see the
John Bower New Year in , amongst friends,
Adele Pelham neighbours & people you
John Caden may not have seen

since this time last year!



White Tailed Sea Eagles, Sherman Traps and Shrew Poo Tubes!
Steve Ashton from Sedgefield, who works for Tees Valley Wildlife Trust, reports on his visit to Estonia this summe
as a member of an international expedition. The team was made up of four teachers/educators from the UK
(on fellowships from 3M Environmental Awards for teachers): 1 Australian, 2 Americans and
2 leaders from the University of Brighton.
They were working on the Baltic Island Vormsi in West Estonia, as part of an Earthwatch Baltic Island Wetlands

It was 6.30am, dew still heavy on the ground and w@NVEABR) to target their resources. We spent most
were off to check the small mammal traps. We had afternoons under the blazing sun identifying the
baited the Sherman traps the night before with a  plants in quadrats and noting them down: species
mixture of oats, apple and carrot and there was an such as Glasswort, Blue sesleria, Sea milkwort and
expectant air hoping we had caught something. Wethe highlight of the trip Fen and Military Orchid.

had 100 traps to check and reset systematically, When not working we had the opportunity to see
because if one was missed and it had caught some of the other Estonian wildlife and had excellent
something then the animal might die. The aim of  views of White Tailed Sea Eagles feeding in the

this part of the project was to monitor what small  Baltic, caught glimpses of a Corncrake and heard
mammal species inhabited the wet grassland on thesounds of Cranes flying over. The final highlight was
shores of the Baltic, to see how a reduction in to empty the Shrew poo tubes we had setspall
grazing was affecting the population. My third tubes closed at one end and baited with a tasty
trapéit had gone of f anndixtuesThdidegis toaksdrdws vidit the tpbed, feed w
feeling heavy. | called Dawn, the mammal expert, and then leave a deposit behifdom the poo it is

over and yes, we had caught something. She was possible to identify what species it is!

excited because it was a striped mousge first one Information from the project is collated back in the
this week. The rodent was processed efficiently andJK and passed on to WEABR. They use it to

quickly to ensure that stress was minimal. It was  prioritise work done in the area.

weighed, measured and sexed and then given a  So how does this fit into my role at Tees Valley Wildlife
small haircut so that we could recognise it if we  Trust? As part of the 3M sponsorship, on their return,
caught it again! During the ten days we checked feIIows_ use their experiences in various ways. Estonia and
over 1000 such traps and caught a range of specieé’orms' may be very different to say, Coatham Marsh, but

including Bank Vole, Yellow Necked Mouse and th_ey_do have similar problems. How to manage a site for
wildlife and people? How to graze areas to ensure the
even a Water Vole.

o meadows stay species rich and how to encourage visitors?
Apart fer monitoring the small mammal The Trust benefits immensely from such visits and seeing
population, we were doing vegetation how others solve problems. Perhaps the next step is to
surveys, identifying the plants found on the coastal twin Coatham Marsh in Redcar with Matsalu in Estonia!
grassland. Cattle from Soviet farm communes oncel would like to thank Earthwatch and 3M for allowing me
grazed the land and as a result, they had become this opportunity to see the other side of the world and to
important meadows with high biodiversity. Since  experience something | may never have had the chance to
the withdrawal of these farms and a subsequent do on my own. Earthwatch Institute promotes sustainable
reduction in grazing, the plant population has conservation of our natural environment & cultural
changed and the meadows are being taken over by€ritage by creating partnerships among scientists,
competitive grasses and becoming less biodiverse. 96neral public, educators and businesses. In 2004

The aim of this proiect was to produce veaetation Earthwatch are repeating awards for teachers and
proj P 9 environmental educators. More details can be obtained on

maps of the_se areas, to be us_ed by managers of th@1865 318850, -enail community@earthwatch.org.uk
West Estonian Archipelago Biosphere Reserve o o their websitevww.earthwatch.org

Ex Lyrics Youth Choir Sedgefield Development

Dickensian Christmas members whowould || . Panershp
Far mer s o M &g like to join in the Carol Irectory Reminder

Singing at the Christmals The deadline for all
with carol singing, holly & mistletoe, Ermere Market would | Sharities, Noifor-profit

M

seasonal fare & more. i i e Voll?r:?a"’;;'séart(')%’;i ‘E‘O o
Sunday 14th December we wouldloveto see you entered into the

9:30am to 1:30pm If you can, come to a | [ gedgefield Directory is
Local traders always welcome. rehearsal on Friday 12th 5th December.

Please contadtynda Page on 621278r details. - usual place & time. Phone 629011




Can You Get Bobby Charlton? ...& Hospital History launched..

A year ago you may have been tempted to read
NfOne Dead Ref and a Bo
by Sedgefield author Steven Chaytor, which
traced the careers of the seventy two men born i
the Sedgefield district who played League
football between the war and the Millennium.
We | | thereds a foll ow
which recounts the true story of the amazing Indi
tour undertaken by Crook Town in 1976.

It involves an astonishing trip to Calcutta and
Darjeeling, two World Cup stars (hence the title), those present had been on
six guest professionals, a World Cup referee, the the staff of the old

Indian President, paparazzi, Indian media, crowds Community Hospitat the
of 100,000, the West Bengal government, the General, and some were from as far back as the

army, the Indian national team and a journeyto " Emeér gencyo Hospi tal .
the top of the world or thereabouts. After an introduction from Sedgefield PCT Chief

Essentially itoés the s P&qutyeNoelPetgrgndgwelcame fompKa 4 ¢
performing before sixty people became national Yasey, Head of Nursing, Bob Abley settled down to
celebrities for weeks, playing before massive  SI9ning the many copies of his book which were sold
crowds in Eden Gardens, a famous Test Cricket that day. Copies can still be purchased from the

ground. Amazing things can happen to ordinary C0Mmunity hospital c/o Kath Vasey. ,
people and two such people were Sedgefield borrf\fter refreshments the visitors were invited to a guided

and raised Gordon Jones and Graham Richardsoffur of the new hospital. It was most impressive to
view the equipment, which the staff of the older

AiCan You Get BoibsbyS tCehvagiglihsR 8f th€ hospital would have given their-eye
second solo outing and is available from Kipper iaath to have had, viz modern, computeriseg

Publications for £9.99. You can buy it from Ultra-Sound Scanner and the weljuipped Physio
outlets in Sedgefield; branches of Ottakars and Department. On the sad side, it is a pity that the

WH Smith or contackipperpublish@aol.comor  ,gpital was not built biggerit only has 42 beds, as
ring 621737 for details on ordering direct. the need for more is being felt throughout the NHS.

Bob Abley signing the book

| for Rita Blakey, rered o k

Radiographer from the old
edgefield General

A good crowd turned up

for the Community

| lHobpitads Op€nDiayias t ma
which Bob Abl ¢
NnSedgefield He
was launched. Many of



with contributions from Neighbourhood
Watch, Sedgefield Police, Road Safety Group, & the Primary Care Trust

Sedgefield Village Neighbourhood Watch Road Safety Panel
With the ceoperation of the Town
Council we are hoping to pursue the
problem of the A689 junction, as well as
other important road safety issues within
the village. Watch this column.
We would also like to express our thanks
and appreciation to Brenda Cain who has
retired from the position of the secretary
of this panel.

Thank you for a job well done, Brenda!
Laying of Wreaths at the Armistice Day Parade

_ _ . é¢and while webre on
Minutes of the meeting held on 1% October 2003 & transporté
Minutes of Previous Meeting Approved . _ :
There were no matters arising AWIi |l kinsonbs of

Treasure r vas proRi@eg as a separate account. _ | t 6 s-whllealmest! The book is at the
Secretaries Reportgave a summary of correspondence issue finter s lt6s a bi
el ot ol e i e, e nope o aunch t arty i Decerber.

i - . atch out for notices round the village
Robinson re. stall for next years Mediaeval Fayre, to V'”agaend in the local papers
sergeant re. use of room in police Station for NHW Exec. '
Meetings, and to Community Hospital re Tapes for the Blind.
Representatives Reports.

Village Constable <circulated <copies of AfReport
Sedgefieldd (see PC Toddds col umn)

Crime Prevention Officer r-eported briefly on AO
the initiative to reduce burglaries that increase as a result of the

dark nights. He also said that anyone wishing t
ti merso (A1.50 each) or energy efficient | amps
him, or Sarah Norman on 01325 742755. Neighbourhood Watch

Co-ordinator, Sarah Norman confirmed her support for the

above.

Community Force Officer Tim Spearey had sent his apologies

for absence. No further business. Meeting Closed

NHW Annual General Meeting

There were no changes to the Management, and as there were
no nominations other than the incumbents, they were all
returned unopposed. The Exec. Committee was strengthened by
the addition of one new member, Phyllis Hillerby.

PC Todd reports PUBLIC NOTICE
The Industrial Estate and Net Park have both been the target of thieves Please note that after

recently. Tools, computer equipment and a generator have all been st
stol en. Within the village it sgjl N?Ve@%ehzao%géthg%‘r’d
Surgery area is still a problem. note showing a portrait o
On a lighter note | would like to thank the local chap who came to my GEORGE STEPHENSON
assistance the other day and provided me with a dog lead to remove|a is no longer legal tender.
stubborn sheep from Durham road. This was much to the amusemer|t®Rfiy notes of this issue mupt
other road usersit took a lot of persuasion to coax the animal to the | pe sybmitted to a bank fot
side of the road, where the owner eventually came to collect it! exchange

Until next time, Keith. ge.




