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Are we being overwhelmed?

In the last few days proposed plans have been published which could have a serious impact on the village and its
environs. The first proposal, which was exhibited in the library from the 12 " to the 18 ™ July, was for a very large
caravan and chalet park near Hardwick Park. This proposes a mixture of 330 static caravans and 70 wooden chalets.
It will also include a rare breed centre with a café and shop. The proposal also envisages the conversion of some of
the Carrs wetland to create a lake together with the provision of woodland and meadow walks. The existing Brakes
Farmhouse would become the Management Centre for the project.

The map, below, shows that all this will cover a considerable area. Virtually all the land from the Sands Hall
roundabout westward well towards the railway line then looping round northwards past Hardwick Park. We are told
that the "Masterplan” will be implemented over an 8 year period in four phases. Phase 1 will comprise
implementation of all landscaping which will be left to mature for a period of 5 years prior to the siting of any
caravans/park homes and chalets. This will ensure the tourist accommodation is fully screened. Thereafter,
caravans/park homes and chalets will be installed over a 3 year period from 2013 to 2016.

The perceived benefits are that it will operate in parallel with, and enhance, the visitor experience at Hardwick
Country Park; generate just under £3 million of investment into the Borough each year; generate 80 direct and
indirect jobs; and be consistent with the Borough Council's priority to focus on tourist opportunities at Hardwick
Country Park.

Following on the Caravan park exhibition in the library was the Local Development Framework Drop -In Event on
Thursday 19 ™ July. This is part of the Borough Council's preparation of its planning strategy for the next 10 years. It
is seeking peoples' views to decide where development should come forward, which areas of the Borough should be
protected from development and how much affordable housing and renewable energy should be required. The
published map shows potential areas for development to the south and east of the village, essentially the infill of all

the areas inside the A689/bypass enclosure. More details of this on Page 2. ) ) )
All this possible development raises

many questions. 400 caravans and
chalets is a huge development
when it is considered that there are
currently only some 2600 houses
within the village. The infill of the
currently green areas could result
in hundreds of houses. What will
this do for the already overused
village amenities? The schools, the
shops, the pubs and parking areas
will, potentially, suffer severe
overcrowding. To express views
about the caravan site you should
write to: Sedgefield Borough
Council, Andrew Farnie,
Development Control Manager,
Sedgefield Borough Council, Green
Lane, Spennymoor, DL16 6QF.

The darker areas on the map (left),

to the south and west of Hardwick

Park, show the extent of the

proposed caravan and chalet park.

A new lake is proposed on the left

and the development will be made

up of various fizonesbo,
caravans and some with chalets. It

is proposed to screen the site with

plantings of trees.




Local Development Framework Consultation

Major Allocations

Alternative Housing Sites

Site Number 069 - South of Eden Drive
Site Number 110 - East of Butterwick Road
Site Number 122 - Land at Stockton Road

Site Number 123 - Land East of Stockton Road
Site Number 124 - Land at Stockton Road
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This map shows the areas, to the east of the village, which are being considered for possible development in the
next 10 years. These areas nhumbered 069, 110, 122, 123 and 124 are as described in the upper left hand corner.

The current Local Development Plan is nearing its end and Sedgefield Borough Council is undertaking a consultation
exercise across the Borough. As part of this, areas of the village that were excluded from the previous plan are

again being considered. As can be seen, this includes the large green areas, inside the major road system, to the
south and east of the village. In addition, the former dogs kennels adjoining the A177 next to the Golf Course and

an area on the old hospital site are also being considered.

A CD is available from Sedgefield Borough Council which shows the whole draft plan and people are invited to make
representations. Contact details are: Forward Planning Team, Sedgefield Borough Council, Green Lane Council Of-
fices, Spennymoor, DL16 6JQ; Telephone 01388 816166, ext 4328 or 4511.

Closing date for representations is the end of August.

The Walking Group has got to South Shields!



