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Sunday 1st April 

Sedgefield  

Farmersô Market  
Starting this month, the market 

changes to the 1st Sunday of 

every month. It promises to be 

livelier than ever, with many new 

stalls attending, so donôt be  

April fooled! Come along & see 

whatôs on offer!  

Brummie Ryan is our 
Olympic torchbearer!  

26 year old Ryan Davey has been  
chosen as one of the runners to carry  
the Olympic flame through Sedgefield  

on Sunday 17thJune.  

Ryan was born and raised in Birmingham, 

but his father originates from Stockton -on-
Tees and moved back to the area in 2005. 

Ryan moved here in March 2006 when, 
during a visit to his parents, he realised he 

really loved the village. He cancelled his 
train back to Birmingham and stayed! Ever 
since then he's been known to the people 

of Sedgefield as 'Brummie Ryan'.  

Ryan has Psoriatic Arthritis which affects his ankles, knees, wrists and fingers. 
He is on regular medication to help the condition, but he has done his best to 
not let the condition affect him. He keeps as active as possible and does as 
much as he can to raise money for various charities.  

Before Ryan moved here he did a lone 210 mile cycle ride from St Andrews 
(home of Birmingham City FC) to the Riverside Stadium (Middlesbrough FC), 
inspired by meeting a child who suffered from Cystic Fibrosis. He managed to 

raise over £2,500 for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. As a result of the ride Ryan had 
to have 3 operations and suffered a great deal of discomfort which prevented 
him from cycling for a number of years. But last year Ryan ran the Great North 
Run and raised more than £900 for the Make -A-Wish Foundation. He intends to 

take part again this year, raising money for Scope.  
Since moving to the village Ryan has become part of the  Netpark Football 
Club, though after seeing him play for a grand total of 29 minutes, the club 
thought his best position would be as Club Treasurer! He now also runs 

competitions to raise money for the club in his spare time. Ryan says -   
 

ñI can't wait to carry the torch through Sedgefield - a place that made me feel so 
welcome when I first came here - and still does.ò 

 Spring Lane Wind 
Turbines refused  

The inspector has dismissed the 
appeal by Wind Prospect for turbines 
down Spring Lane and Foxton Lane 

after a hard fought campaign.  

We love our library  
Thank you to all those people who filled in the library questionnaire (not an 

easy task). The interest has been so great that I decided to organise a petition 
that is specific to Sedgefieldôs needs. This has been endorsed by Sedgefield 
Town Council and reads as follows:  
 

óWe would urge Durham County council to classify Sedgefield Library as a town 
library.  
 

We understand the need to make cuts, but Sedgefield is a town, and 30 hours 
would be an acceptable alternative to the 20 hours proposed.  
 

Our library is at the heart of our community and is one of the 
most óusedô libraries in the county. A cut so drastic will totally 
undermine our community services and leave a huge gap in the 
welfare of both adults and children.ô 
 

If you would like to sign, please visit the Library, Town Council 
Offices, the Post Office, Number Four or Sainsburyôs Local. The 

petition needs to be in by the middle of April. Please continue 
to support Sedgefieldôs efforts to keep the library at the heart 
of our community.  Pam Lamb  
 

Report next month on Pamôs meeting with MP, Phil Wilson. 
 

The Tuesday craft group have knitted chickens containing chocolate 

eggs for children who enter the Library Easter competition.  

Chess Expert Needed  
 

Children at Sedgefield Primary 

School recently set up a 

lunchtime chess club and are 

looking for a local 'expert' to 

come in and give them and their 

friends some help and advice!  

If you feel you could do this 

(within school hours), and would 

like to know more, please  

phone the school on   

01740 62035 

After the 2011 Great North Run  
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Easter Eggs & May Queens!  
The Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be 

held in the grounds of Ceddesfeld 
Hall on Easter Monday -  9th April , 
starting at 2pm and includes Easter 
Bonnet, Dyed and Decorated Egg 

Competitions.  
This year the May Queen and her 
attendants will be chosen at this 
event,  to lead the parade at the 

Mediaeval Fayre.  This replaces the 
May Queen Disco where Queen and 
attendants were previously chosen. 

Any child interested in being either 
the May Queen or an  attendant 
should attend Ceddesfeld Hall,  where 
the lucky children will be  selected by 

raffle at 3pm.   Any child who has 
been May Queen previously is not 
eligible to be the Queen or an 
attendant.   Any child who has 

previously been an attendant  can join 
in  the selection for the Queen, but 
cannot  be an attendant.   
This  is a free event and the award 

winning CAMRA real ale bar will be 
open to purchase refreshments.    
 

Flower Festival  
Sedgefieldôs 3rd Flower Festival starts 
on Friday 15th June with an  opening 
preview extravaganza, showcasing 
music from all eras.  It sets the scene 

for the festivals theme, óSeven 
Centuries of Sedgefield ï from 
Market Cross to Milky Wayô   
The Festival will  be open on  Saturday 

and Sunday 16th & 17th June and 
will feature a vast array of displays to 
feast the eyes on.  Entry is £3, 
children free; refreshments on sale 

and a chance to purchase some of 
the arrangements once the festival 
closes on Sunday. Tickets for the 
Musical Preview Evening with wine & 

canapés are available at £10 from 
the council offices or call 620042.  
Could you spare an hour to help?  
Would you like to prepare flowers 

and put them in buckets of water, to 
help arrange them or are you willing 
to serve refreshments? Do you have 
something which could enhance a 

display?  Maybe youôd like to sponsor 
an arrangement or remember a loved 
one by contributing to the floral 

Memorial Walk.  There is plenty for 
everyone to do. If you would like to 
be involved, call Maxine on 620042.  

Sedgefield  Players are now in rehearsal for a play specially commissioned for 

Sedgefield 700 by Durham  playwright Tom Casling, with songs written by 

David and Tim Jasper.  Harking back to the 1300s, the play involves a large 

cast of characters of all ages.  The play will be staged in June.  

Anyone who would like to be involved should contact the Players 

chairman  on 01740 - 620091 or email norma@neal.myzen.co.uk.   
 

Sedgefield R&B club  
Another brilliant night was had by all with the visit of King King in February -  
sold out 3 weeks in advance.  

We now sell online and have people travelling from all over the North due to 

the excellence of our venue and the quality of the performers.  

Tickets are now on sale through the website or at the Post office for our next 3 

shows: 28th April -  Danny Bryant's Redeye Band;  7th July -  Larry Miller Band 

and 6th October -  Marcus Malone  

Tickets for 17th November, starring Buddy Whittington are selling already on 
the website and will probably be at the post office by the time of publication. 

This one is a real coup for us.  Apologies to all of you who couldn't get tickets 

for the last show; please get your tickets early.  

Ceddesfest 700  
As part of the Sedgefield 700 community celebrations, an outdoor musical 

festival is being organised for Saturday 28th July. The location is the park at 

the back of Ceddesfeld Hall, with bar and toilets available in Ceddesfeld Hall 
itself. Round Table have offered to do some catering -  or rather, burn some 

burgers on a barbeque!  

The whole thing is intended to be a pleasant afternoon and evening of top 

quality musical entertainment with a party atmosphere and something for all 

members of our community. We plan to cover a wide spectrum of musical 

history, with, so far, an excellent string quartet to while away the opening 

hours with medieval/baroque/classical melodies; a foot tapping session from 

the Tees Valley Jazzmen and to end the evening -  Not The Rolling Stones, the 
UK's premier Rolling Stones tribute act, so we can all dance away the final 

hours! Performers to represent other musical genres will be arranged soon.  

Admission on the day is by ticket only, and tickets are strictly limited, due to 

licensing regulations, so please get them as soon as they are available.   

Watch this space for further information.  
 

Sedgefield Players  
'A wonderful night's entertainment', 'the best laugh I've had in years', 'Let's 

twist again!' -  just some of the plaudits received by Sedgefield Players from an 

appreciative audience after their March production 'You're Only Young Twice'.  
A poignant comedy by Ron Aldridge, the play gave ample scope to the comic 

talents of Terry West as widower Brooksie, rediscovering the joys of his lost 

youth, much to the disgust of his long - suffering daughter Sue and her husband 

Richard  (Jacqui O'Meara and Thomas Guest). Brooksie's drunken influence, 

coupled with advice from the well -meaning Rose (Jean Hewling) almost de -

railed the  wedding plans of  old friend Tom and his bride - to -be Julia, played 

by  new members  John Hannon and Christine Dearing. Viv Jacobs, as the ghost 
of Brooksie's late wife, Grace,  persuaded him to find new romance with Rose, 

leading to happy endings all round.  

Charity night at  

Sedgefield Racecourse  
in aid of ñMomentumò  

brain injury rehabilitation  

Saturday  May 5th  
Entertainment & raffle prizes  

Doors open 7.30pm - midnight  

Tickets £5 per person  

from Jewson in Sedgefield  

or call Pauline on 07766 763390  
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sedgefieldsquashclub 

Free Coaching  
Open to non -members  

Squash and Racketball  

Beginner, intermediate and advanced 

levels  
 

Sunday mornings  

Commencing 6 May  

Contact Chris Rowsby on 621125 for 

more detail 

www.sedgefieldsquashclub.co.uk  

Paul Elwell  
Staff, pupils and Governors of 

Sedgefield Primary School were 

devastated to learn the sad news that 
our Chair of Governors, Paul Elwell,  

died suddenly on March 11th.   

Paul was an amazing Chair of 

Governors, devoting over 30 years to 

the role (and before that to the role of 

PTFA Chair). He was so proud of our 

school and worked tirelessly to ensure  

it continued to improve, whilst retaining 
the important nurturing, ófamily feelô,  

which has always been at the heart of 

Sedgefield Primary. The school meant 

such a lot to him and we have lost the 

most dedicated and supportive Chair 

any school could wish to have.  

We send the condolences of the whole of our school community to Paulôs 
family and friends, as well as our gratitude to them for allowing him the time 

to spend working for the benefit of so many of Sedgefieldôs children over the 

years.  
 

Paul was a Trustee of Sedgefield Development Trust for some years, taking 

responsibility for Sedgefield News invoicing, as well as being instrumental in 

bringing in funding and finding new premises for the Trust at a difficult time.  

We would like to add our sincere condolences to his family. Editor.  

 

WANTED!  óDiamond Coupleô to join Brownies 
2nd Sedgefield Brownies are celebrating the Queenôs Diamond Jubilee with 

activities including cupcake decorating, jewellery making and a óblingô night 

and we would love to find a local couple who are celebrating their diamond 

wedding anniversary this year to be a part of our celebrations. This could 

either involve coming to one of our meetings to talk about your memories, or 

allowing a couple of our girls to come and talk to you.  
2nd Sedgefield Brownies have been an active part of the community since 

1974 and Joanne Tinkler has been Brown Owl for the last 21 years (she was 

very young when she took on the role!)  The rest of the leadership team have 

approximately 75 years of volunteering with the Brownies between us.  With 

up to 30 girls in the pack at any time, we enjoy a variety of activities such as 

crafts, games, completing skills badges and trips, as well as our annual 

weekend long residential pack holiday. Given our long history the chances are, 

if you werenôt a 2nd Sedgefield Brownie, then you know someone who was! 
For more information or to volunteer as our óDiamond Coupleô,  

please contact us on 07906 272321 or visit our website, 

www.2ndsedgefieldbrownies.co.uk  

Above: Trefoil Guild members, from left 

-  Liz Garner, Marilyn Edwards,  

Jackie Postgate MBE, Ernie Postgate  
and  Lindan Johnson  

 
 

The Trefoil Guild: 
promises renewed  

Sedgefield guild members recently 

renewed their promise in Hardwick 

Park. The guild supports guides & 

scouts in the area as well as meeting 

once a month. Future events include 
card making, quiz night, visits to an  

ice cream parlour, Saltholme RSPB 

bird sanctuary and Hardwick park.  

If you would like to join us, please 

email me on mjackiep@aol.com  

Enjoy a varied terrain with Sedgefield S -Milers  
 

Above: the Sedgefield Tuesday Walking Group, shown enjoying a walk from 

North Gare to Seaton Carew and back.  In total contrast their Awayday walk in 

March was from Barnard Castle to Cotherstone and back, along the river.   

Awaydays start at 9.30am but usually the group meets at 1pm outside the 

Parish Hall for a local walk. A great way to keep fit in friendly company.  
For details, contact Ron or Angela on 621287 .  
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Community SAFETY 
Sedgefield Village Neighbourhood & Crime Watch Panel  
For those members who donôt routinely pass the Police Station, Neighbourhood Watch 
have now been allowed to put their Notice Board on the Police Station wall. Many 
thanks to Sgt Brian OôConnor for his enthusiastic support and his rapid response to our 
request to make this happen.  The board is up; it will (& does) contain the unapproved 
minutes of the last Panel meeting for all to see before the next meeting takes place.  It 
will also contain PACT details, and any current / relevant information we (NHW) think 
may benefit members and residents of Sedgefield. 
 

SCAMS - another reminder: DO NOT TRUST UNSOLICITED CALLS, LETTERS or 
EMAILS. If you get a phone call whilst on your computer from someone purporting to 
be from Windows / Microsoft / your provider ï be on your guard , donôt trust them.  
DO NOT let them onto your pc, DO NOT give them ANY information whatsoever; it will 
be a scam, it will cost you money in one form or another! NHW advice is, ask for their 
telephone number, company details & name of person. Say you will ring them back 
then ring the Police and report a suspected crime, providing details. See letter page 
 

Useful telephone numbers  
To report concerns, seek advice or pass on information to Police, call 101 (Try to keep 
notes of the conversation & obtain an incident number).  101 calls cost 15p  
 

Durham County Council Wardens: 0300 123 70 70 - all reports or complaints need to 
be logged via Customer Services initially. 

 

Police Community Liaison Officer, Neil Langthorne: 01325 742755  

Police Crime Prevention Officer, Mark Pheasant: 01325 742714  

Sedgefield Town Council: 621273  
 

Jottings notes from the March Residentsô Forum meeting 

There was lively discussion on issues affecting our community. It was noted 

that we have had no further information on what is happening to the S106 

monies owed to the village. Durham County Council (DCC) have bought the 

woodland at Neville Drive with some of the money but their further intentions 

are not clear. DCC have promised consultation on the issue so we have 
requested an update.  
 

Once again DCC plan to charge for parking at Hardwick Country Park. The 

Forum has again suggested some concession for local residents as some find 

the walk to Hardwick to enjoy the Park facilities just a bit too demanding; it 

seems somewhat unfair to have to pay to park after decades of free access. 

Unfortunately, response so far from DCC does not indicate any chance.  
 

The hearing for the Spring/Foxton Lane wind turbines took place on 28 th  & 29 th  

February. Residents from Spring/Foxton Lane had conducted an excellent 
campaign against the proposal and residents from across the village showed 

their objection by attending. There was, however, a problem with the venue 

which resulted in some residents not being able to attend as it was moved at 

the start of the meeting from the Cricket Club to the Racecourse. The 

organisation of the hearing and venue booking was the responsibility of DCC 

so if anyone has a complaint they should direct it to the planning department 

at DCC. We now await the Inspectorôs decision on the proposal, which should 

be known within 6 to 8 weeks.  
 

The Forum had a disappointing result in our enquiry for information from our 
AAP on how our village had benefited from AAP activity; we have asked for our 

concerns to be passed to the AAP Board and now hope the new Public 

representative will keep the village informed.  
 

The proposals for further housing in the village are still ongoing with DCC 

consulting on where residents think 300 new homes should be built. We need 

a Neighbourhood plan for our village and the Town Council and Sedgefield 

Together are addressing this but there is a great need for everyone in the 

village to give their views. The last consultation meeting where views could be 
put forward was not well attended. It is no good complaining if new build 

happens in your area and you donôt want it to, if you havenôt given your views. 
 

Concerns and objections were expressed to the proposed reduction in opening 

hours of our Library. This is an important provision for our community and is 

used by all age groups. It should not have to be reliant on volunteers to offer 

this service. A petition will be available in various venues around the village for 

all to sign. Please take a few minutes to sign the petition to retain appropriate 

opening hours for our excellent library.    

There were many and varied topics discussed and updates will be available at 

the next Forum meeting which will be on May 7 th  at 7pm in the Fletcher Room 

of the Parish Hall. For those with email access you can receive minutes and 

village information by giving your email address to jane@sedgefield.net   

PC Todd reports  
Crime remains low in Sedgefield but 

now the weather is warming up I 

have no doubt the light fingered 

persons in our community will be 

looking out for an easy target. 

Garden furniture and plants were 

taken this time last year. Remember 
to check for any attachments to the 

cash point machines when taking 

money out. Recently a customer 

around 3am found a device 

preventing his money coming from 

the machine. He informed the police 

who quickly arrested the two males 

in a vehicle parked nearby. Both 
males were from Eastern European 

countries. Another resident recently 

woke to find that the rear bumper 

including reversing sensors and 

number plate had been carefully 

removed from his Nissan Navara car. 

It cost over £200 to replace.  
 

Pub Watch  
A meeting was held recently in the 

Social Club. Members were informed 

of the recent change of licensee of 

the Hope Inn. One incident was 

reported that requires warning 

letters being sent to a male and 

female for their unacceptable 

behaviour inside and outside a 
member premises.  
 

P.A.C.T.  
At a recent Residents forum meeting 

it was agreed to continue watching 

for speeding motorists along Spring 

lane.  

Durham County Councilôs Civic Pride 
Team are working with staff at 
Hardwick Park to launch our  

Green Dog Walkers scheme  
on Saturday 7th April  

 

The Green Dog Walkers scheme is a 
friendly way to change attitudes to dog 

fouling. Volunteers take a pledge to 
always clean up after their dog and carry 
extra dog waste bags so they can lend a 

bag to anyone without one.  
Any questions or queries please contact 

the visitor centre at Hardwick Park. 



 5 

 

Sedgefield in Bloom  
Northumbria in Bloom judge, Liz 

Lazenby visits Sedgefield at 2pm on 
Thursday 12th April for preliminary 
spring judging. Members of the 
Sedgefield in Bloom team will show 

her around the centre of the 
village,  pointing out areas of interest 
and explaining future plans which will 
come to fruition before her 

summer  visit in July.  
Britain in Bloom judges will follow 
shortly after, and as well as 

horticultural achievement,  they will 
be looking for community 
involvement and  environmental 
awareness.  In this very special year, 

the cornerstones of planning for 
Sedgefield in Bloom 2012 have been 
heritage, celebration and community.  
A great deal of work has already 

been done, with several more 
exciting projects in the pipe line. 
The  recent spell of unexpectedly mild 
and sunny weather highlighted 

beautiful displays of spring bulbs and 
plants in tubs and beds around the 
village. The bed in preparation on the 
church bank, thanks to the efforts of 

Bloomers and members of Round 
Table,  will soon become a colourful 
display celebrating Sedgefield 700. A 
vintage plough expertly restored by 

students at the Community College 
will be placed alongside the seed drill 
at Beacon Avenue.  The 
students'  next Sedgefield in Bloom 

project  will see  the original gates 
from Hardwick Park, beautifully 
restored,  placed on Durham Road, 

near to their original site, suitably 
planted and set within a framework 
built from vintage bricks.   
Primary school children  have planted 

wild flower seeds at the Community 
Garden, to be used in the creation 
of  meadowland within the village.  
More young trees have been planted 

in Ceddesfeld Gardens. The 
Community Gardens at Winterton 
now have a smart new shed, to be 

used as a resource, storage and 

teaching area.  Extra hedging has also 
been  added and major work done to 
improve the layout and productivity 
of the gardens.   To celebrate the 

Olympics,  the Bloom Beacon, placed 
centrally in one of the beds on the 
village green, will be filled with plants 
in vibrant reds and oranges. In 2012, 

Sedgefield has a great deal to 
celebrate and, of course,  in this 
exciting Olympic year,  we must go 

for gold.  
You can also support Sedgefield in 
Bloom by helping with the constant 
battle against litter. Items regularly 

picked up by people who didn't throw 
them down include cans,  crisp 

Everyone can help, you don't have to be green fingered or even 

experienced, just willing. The team of Bloomers, all volunteers, meet at  

the church lych gate every Wednesday at 10am, before going off to do a 
variety of jobs -  weeding, planting, digging, tidying.  New members will be 

welcomed with open arms -  and a high vis jacket!  

packets, sweet wrappers, cigarette 

boxes and  takeaway packaging; 
also  bottles, plastic & glass, empty or 
half full. Cigarette ends are a major 
problem. Other very small items, 

difficult to pick up and bin, include 
wooden or plastic forks, empty 
ketchup packs and little blue pens 
from the betting shop. Smart new 

bins have been provided, at some 
expense, at various points around 
the village. Many of our shopkeepers 

and other commercial premises make 
sure their frontages are kept tidy and 
clear of litter, but they can't be held 
responsible for every bit of 

litter.  Let's all do our bit to keep 
Sedgefield tidy & blooming beautiful.   

Six oak trees donated by Sedgefield Town Council were planted on Temple Field in Hardwick Park to commemorate the 

Queen's Diamond Jubilee. Scouts and Guides, all year 7 pupils at Sedgefield Community College, planted the trees.  


